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Foreword
Dear Reader, 

One of Shepway District Council’s priorities is to 
provide opportunities for elected members and local 
residents to work together to influence decisions 
and shape their local community. We know how 
important good information is in helping people to 
understand local issues, identify service need and 
find ways to improve local services and amenities. 
That is why I am proud to present the ward profile 
for the new electoral ward of Folkestone Central, 
which I hope you will find an interesting and 
informative read. 

The purpose of the ward profile is to:

•	 Provide a shared resource for people 
wanting to find out about their local 
community;

•	 Support elected members with their 
community role as civic leaders and 
community champions;

•	 Provide elected members with useful 
information about their new ward;

•	 Assist elected members with identifying 
priorities that could potentially be included  
in their ward plan;

•	 Provide a resource that is made publically 
available for wider use by the public and 
voluntary / community groups (e.g. to 
support funding bids). 

Our intention is for ward profiles to be used as 
widely as possible and to be made available to 
Councillors, council officers, Town and Parish 
Councils, voluntary and community groups, as well 
as the general public on the council website  
www.shepway.gov.uk. 

This ward profile contains a variety of information 
on demographics (e.g. population, deprivation); 
population outcomes; the level of service provision 
and local community facilities and amenities. This 
information is grouped by themes in order to make it 
as easy as possible to find the information you want. 

•	 The information on community assets 
for this profile was gathered by working 
in collaboration with partners and by 
engaging with local community and 
voluntary groups. I would like to personally 
thank everyone who has contributed to 
this document. The statistical information 
was primarily drawn from the 2011 Census, 
unless otherwise stated. Other sources 
include:

•	 2013 Midyear population estimates from 
the Office of National Statistics1

•	 Acorn Customer Insight Profiler2

•	 Kent and Medway Public Health 
Observatory3

•	 Kent County Council Research and 
Intelligence Team4 

We will develop our ward profiles over time and we 
would really appreciate your feedback on this ward 
profile so we can make sure it is as up-to-date and 
relevant as possible. Please provide any feedback to  
policy@shepway.gov.uk. 

Best wishes,

Alistair Stewart 
Chief Executive
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The origin of name “Folkestone” has been discussed 
at length over the years and it has been suggested 
that it comes from “Folca’s stone” a rock marking 
the meeting place of local people, but who Folca was 
has never been determined5. During the Iron Age 
there was settlement nearby that was a quern stone 
production centre and the name Folkestone could 
be derived from the Old English and Old Norse word 
“folc”, meaning “people” and the Old English word 
“stan” or Old Norse word “stein”, meaning “stone”; 
the “people of the stone”, Folca Stan.

Excavations have shown that the region of 
Folkestone, particularly the area of The Bayle, has 
been populated since prehistoric times. Burial 
grounds confirm that the Saxons and the Jutes were 
also present in the area. In c.635 A.D. Eanswythe, 
daughter of the King of Kent, founded a religious 
house in The Bayle and later she was made a saint. 
To this day the Parish Church is dedicated to St 
Mary and St Eanswythe6. 

The small market town and port of Folkestone did 
not grow significantly until the middle of the 19th 
Century. Everything changed in 1843 when the 
railway came from London and the viaduct crossing 
the Foord valley was built. The arrival of the Railway 
and the development of the Harbour instantly 
expanded the possibilities that Folkestone had to 
offer. Large and luxurious hotels were built to cater 
for the holiday making public7.

The First World War was to change the shape 
of Folkestone and it became a prime military 
embarkation point. After World War I Folkestone 
once again rejuvenated itself and became a resort 
that was not just for the affluent. During World War 
II Folkestone suffered extensive damage and many 
casualties caused by 77 air raids and six V1 attacks. 
However, Folkestone was yet again rebuilt as a 
resort for holidaymakers and day-trippers8.

Modern Folkestone is a product of the Victorian  
age. The Earl of Radnor’s decision, to create a 
superior resort in the mid 19th Century, was the 
factor that made the town of today, with fine 
buildings, and attractive parks and gardens. Modern 
industrial and commercial developments have 
broadened its economic base and it is undergoing 
another change as the town reinvents itself as a hub 
for the arts and culture9. 

As Folkestone’s infrastructure, economy and 
community are not confined by the ward boundaries 
it is important to have regard for the information 
in the ward profiles for Folkestone Harbour, East 
Folkestone and Broadmead. Many of the health, 
education and social facilities that the community 
accesses are located in other ward areas.

Folkestone Central
‘A product of the Victorian age’
Folkestone has developed from being a small fishing village  
into a town with a high-speed rail link to London.
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Demographics
The southeast corner of the Folkestone Central ward is mainly a commercial area and the remainder is an 
urban landscape, which is made up of hotels, residential accommodation, commercial properties, gardens 
and parks. The commercial properties are used by businesses such as insurance firms, care homes, property 
management companies, colleges and schools that do not need to be situated in the main commercial area.

The 2013 midyear population estimates published by the Office of National Statistics (ONS) gives the total 
population of Folkestone Central as 10,510, with 5,510 males and 5000 females. Compared to the population 
of a whole and that Kent there is a high proportion of 25 to 34 years olds living in this ward, and there is a far 
greater proportion of females aged over 85. However the ward has a smaller proportion of young people (aged 
under 19) and females ages 40-69.



Folkestone Central

-9 -

Marital status 

The majority of people in Folkestone Central are single, but there are a significant number of people in 
relationship of some form. The proportion of people who are divorced or single (as a percentage of the 
population aged over sixteen), is far higher than the Kent average. The area has lower proportion of  
married couples. 
 

Married 2,038

Cohabiting 1,306

Same-sex	civil	partnership	or	cohabiting	 126

Single	(never	married) 2,839

Married	or	in	civil	partnership 151

Separated	(but	still	legally	married) 390

Divorced 1,025

Widowed 668
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Ethnicity 

Folkestone Central is a highly diverse ward with a wide range of ethnic identities. Most people (82.6%) have 
identified as English/ Welsh/ Scottish/ Northern Irish. There are also notable proportions of people classified 
as ‘Other white’ (probably of European heritage) and other Asian (probably Nepalese). 

Shepway Kent

English/	Welsh/	Scottish/	NI 8,429 82.6% 90.8% 89.1%

Irish 126 1.2% 0.7% 0.7%

Gypsy	or	Irish	Traveller 13 0.1% 0.2% 0.3%

Other	White 921 9.0% 3.0% 3.6%

White	and	Black	Caribbean 53 0.5% 0.4% 0.4%

White	and	Black	African 40 0.4% 0.1% 0.2%

White	and	Asian 47 0.5% 0.4% 0.5%

Other	Mixed 35 0.3% 0.3% 0.4%

Indian 96 0.9% 0.4% 1.2%

Pakistani 19 0.2% 0.1% 0.2%

Bangladeshi 44 0.4% 0.2% 0.2%

Chinese 61 0.6% 0.3% 0.4%

Other	Asian 151 1.5% 2.5% 1.2%

African 76 0.7% 0.3% 0.8%

Caribbean 20 0.2% 0.1% 0.2%

Other	Black 5 0.0% 0.0% 0.1%

Arab 17 0.2% 0.1% 0.1%

Any	other	ethnic	group 53 0.5% 0.2% 0.4%

Folkestone Central
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Length of residence in the UK

Over 90% of the population of Folkestone Central was either born in the UK or have lived here for over 10 
years. Overall, Kent has a higher proportion of its population born in the UK. 

Shepway Kent

Born in the UK 8,432 82.6% 90.8% 90.9%

Less than 2 years 270 2.6% 1.2% 1.2%

More than 2 years and less than 5 years 343 3.4% 1.6% 1.5%

More than 5 years and less than 10 years 364 3.6% 1.6% 1.8%

10 years or more 797 7.8% 4.9% 4.6%

 
Main Languages

The most commonly spoken language in Folkestone Central is English. The ward is above the Kent average for 
‘other European languages’ and ‘East Asian’ which reflects the ethnicity profile. There ward also has a higher 
proportion of French speakers.. 

Shepway Kent

English 8,888 90.1% 95.1% 95.5%

Welsh 1 - 10 0.0% 0.0%

French 69 0.7% 0.2% 0.2%

Portuguese 23 0.2% - 0.1%

Spanish 20 0.2% 0.1% 0.1%

Other European Language (EU) 534 5.4% 1.4% 1.8%

Other European Language (non EU) 8 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

Russian 14 0.1% - 0.1%

Turkish 23 0.2% 0.1% 0.1%

Arabic 10 0.1% - 0.1%

West/Central Asian Language 22 0.2% 0.1% 0.1%

South Asian Language 133 1.3% 2.3% 1.2%

East Asian Language 84 0.9% 0.3% 0.4%

African Language 28 0.3% 0.1% 0.1%

Other Languages 2 - - 0.0%

Sign Language 2 - - -

Folkestone Central

Folkestone Central
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Local economy
In Folkestone Central there is a wide variety of 
retailers, well known brand names alongside 
locally owned shops and boutiques. There is also a 
considerable number of hotels situated within this 
ward and a number of insurance companies; some 
of which used to be involved in the shipping industry 
but have since diversified. In the graph on page 15 it 
can be seen that the percentage of people employed 
in the financial and insurance industry in Folkestone 
Central ward is higher than in Shepway and Kent as a 
whole.

Although the company Saga11 has its headquarters in 
nearby Sandgate, the company has another office in 
the centre of Folkestone where approximately 500 
staff are based.

The ward’s commercial area can be separated into 
three distinct sections. The first area is the “parade 
of shops12” along Sandgate Road stretching from 
the Garden of Remembrance13 to the beginning of 
the Sandgate Road Precinct area. This parade of 
shops trickles off into Cheriton Place, and West 
Terrace. These shops are mostly made up of small 
independent retailers, estate agents, charity shops, 
cafes and restaurants with the exception a few larger 
retailers like Sainsbury’s, Argos and McDonalds.

Sainsbury’s run a Local Charity of the Year scheme. 
Each store selects a local charity of the year to 
partner with. During May and June each year, the 
stores will select a shortlist of local registered 
charities for customers to vote on. The charity with 
the most votes will be selected and supported 
over the next 12 months through fundraising and 
volunteering. Over the past 6 years this scheme has 
raised over £6 million nationwide14. Some of this 
money was raised by staff and customers at the 
Sainsbury’s supermarket situated in the town centre.

Like many other large retailers Argos supports a 
national charity (for 2013-2015 it is Alzheimer’s 
Society, Alzheimer Scotland and The Alzheimer 

Society of Ireland) and when large companies do this 
the charity they help then helps local initiatives in 
turn15. McDonalds is affiliated to Ronald McDonald 
House Charities that provides free ‘home away from 
home’ accommodation for families with children 
in hospital across the UK16; there are families in 
Folkestone who have benefitted from this type  
of accommodation.

The second section of the commercial area is the 
Sandgate Road precinct and Bouverie Place Shopping 
Centre. In the Sandgate Road precinct there is a 
large department store surrounded by smaller retail 
outlets, bank branches, cafes, and services such as 
the Post Office. Many of the banks, such as Barclays 
and Lloyds have schemes that support fund raising 
for local charities; they also have foundations that can 
be applied to for funding to support specific projects.

Opened in 2007 Bouverie Place Shopping Centre 
supports a number of charities with space. The centre 
works with the East Kent College on initiatives that 
the college puts on shows or demonstrations for, by 
providing space in the Centre. Previously the Centre 
has worked with East Kent Hospitals Trust and has 
also sponsored local cricket and football team’s kits. 
The centre hosts the Santa Fun Run on behalf of the 
Folkestone Rotary and works with local dance clubs 
to allow them to put on demonstrations. Currently 
the Centre raises funds through the charity Grotto for 
local worthy causes.

ASDA has a foundation, which is involved with 
supporting all sorts of community charities and 
projects. The schemes that are supported by the 
local branch are selected by the staff and customers. 
The foundation also has a Colleague Hardship Fund, 
which has been set up to support staff and their 
immediate family members who find themselves in 
significant financial hardship17, thus also helping local 
people. Boots UK have a Charitable Trust that has  
to date donated over £10 million to charities across 
the county18. 
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Thirdly there is what is known as “Folkestone’s Old 
Town” taking in Church Street, Rendezvous Street 
and The Old High Street (also Tontine Street, the 
harbour and beaches, which are situated within 
Folkestone Harbour ward). This is where quaint 
streets meet contemporary art, quirky shops, 
cafés, and restaurants19. Currently there is a project 
underway to transform Noel’s Yard (formerly known 
as Market Place), which is located at the rear of 
Googies20 and Folkestone Town Hall. The inspiration 
for Noel’s Yard, has its roots in the look and feel of 
Neal’s Yard, Covent Garden, London. The Noel’s Yard 
Development Committee is now being formed and 
will oversee this project to regenerate an area beset 
by issues that include poor management of waste, 
fly-tipping, anti-social behaviour and poor  
street lighting21.

The Folkestone Townscape Heritage Initiative is a 
£1.3m Heritage Lottery Funded project. Together with 
partners KCC, SDC and Creative Foundation, the 
project aims to restore and reinstate some of the high 
value properties in the ‘Old Town’ area.

There are a lot of hotels in the Folkestone Central 
ward, creating employment and bringing holiday 
makers to Folkestone. Many of these hotels allow 
not-for-profit organisations, community groups 
and residents associations to use their premises for 
meetings and fundraising events free of charge. For 
example the Southcliff22 provide The Leas Residents 
Alliance23 with a room to have their meetings in. 
Other venues that assist in this way are The Clifton 
Hotel24, Wards25, The Burlington Hotel and The Leas 
Cliff Hall26. Some hotels choose a different charity to 
support each year.
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Household income

The graph is from the Acorn customer profiling software and it shows how over, or under, represented the 
Folkestone Central ward is for each income band. Bars pointing left indicate the ward has a lower proportion 
that the UK average and a bar pointing right shows that it is above the UK average. The length of the bar 
indicates the size of the disparity: a score of 50 means the proportion within Folkestone Central is half 
the UK average, a score of 150 would make it 50% higher than the UK average. The data shows that a 
greater proportion of Folkestone Central households earn under £40,000 than the UK; and it is significantly 
underrepresented for households earning over £60,000.

Economic activity

Folkestone Central is above the Kent average for the proportion of working aged (16-64) people who are 
unemployed or who are permanently sick. The ward has a lower proportion of people who are retired and in 
part time employment.
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Employment by industry

The majority of residents are employed in wholesale/retail and motor trades or human health and social 
work activities. Folkestone Central has a greater proportion or people employed in accommodation and food 
services (i.e. hotels), finance/ insurance and health/ social work. The area is below county averages for retail, 
construction, manufacturing and education. 
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The Department for Communities and Local Government is responsible for indices of deprivation. The  
Indices of Deprivation 2010 is based on the concept that deprivation consists of more than just poverty. 
Poverty is not having enough money to get by on where as deprivation refers to a general lack of resources  
and opportunities.

An area has a higher deprivation score than another one if the proportion of people living there who are 
classed as deprived is higher. An area itself is not deprived; it is the circumstances and lifestyles of the people 
living there that affect its deprivation score. It is important to remember that not everyone living in a deprived 
area is deprived – and that not all deprived people live in deprived areas.27

The map above shows that within the Folkestone Central ward there is an area ranked as one of the 20% most 
deprived areas in England. 

A Mosaic Profile of the ward completed by KCC shows that over 50% of the residents in this ward are Rental 
Hubs households; educated young people privately renting in urban neighbourhoods. This information 
corresponds with the ONS population estimates that show there is a high proportion of 25 to 34 year old’s 
living in this ward.
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A Country Living - Well off owners in rural locations enjoying the benefits of Country life

B Prestige Positions - Established families in large detached homes Living upmarket lifestyles

C City Prosperity - High status city dwellers living in central locations and pursuing careers with high rewards

D Domestic Success - Thriving families who are busy bringing up children and following careers

E Suburban Stability - Mature suburban owners living in settled lives in mid-range housing

F Senior Security - Elderly people with assets who are enjoying a comfortable retirement

G Rural Reality - Householders living in expensive homes in village communities

H  Aspiring Homemakers - Younger households settling down in housing priced within their means

I  Urban Cohesion - Residents of settled urban communities with a strong sense of identity

J  Rental Hubs - Educated young people privately renting in urban neighbourhoods

K Modest Traditions - Mature homeowners of value homes enjoying stable lifestyles

L Transient Renters - Single people privately renting low cost homes for the short term

M  Family Basics - Families with limited resources who have to budget to make ends meet

N Vintage Value – Elderly people reliant on support to meet financial or practical needs

O Municipal Challenge – Urban renters of social housing facing an array of challenges
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The Volunteer Centre Shepway29 runs a Volunteer Transport Service30 throughout the entire Shepway 
District, including Folkestone Central ward. All the drivers are volunteers who use their own vehicles, and 
are reimbursed for their mileage costs. In 2004 the service was the recipient of The Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
Award for Voluntary Groups. The service helps the elderly and disabled to access hospital, doctors and other 
clinics, as well as day centres and other vital journeys. In the last year 60+ drivers carried out nearly 10,000 
journeys, mainly locally but occasionally to major London hospitals and further afield31.

From Folkestone Central Station commuters can access trains that go to London, Brighton and Canterbury via 
Ashford International, as well as many other South-eastern destinations. The High Speed 1 (HS1) fast train link 
means that London is now only 57 minutes away. The Folkestone & Dover Commuter Group32 exists to give 
train passengers a voice on the service and amenities at local train stations.

Transport

The diagram below shows the Stagecoach28 bus routes that run through the Folkestone Harbour ward.

Stagecoach https://www.stagecoachbus.com
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Education and skills
Colleges

Folkestone College campus has become part of 
East Kent College33, and in 2014 they had their best 
Ofsted results ever, which places it among the top 
performing colleges in the UK. The college has plans 
for the Folkestone campus which include a new £5 
million service industries building with commercial 
salons, restaurant, and a new student centre.  
The curriculum is being improved and designed 
around the needs of the local economy. This year 
there is a new School of Creative & Business, and  
The Edge, which includes its own Peter Jones 
Enterprise Academy.

The college undertakes many joint working projects 
with the local community and business community. 
In 2015 The Shepway Junior Chef Competition34 
was organised by the Rotary Clubs of Folkestone, 
Folkestone Channel, Hythe and New Romney. It was 
held on the campus and judges included the Head of 
Catering at the College, the chair of the Folkestone, 
Hythe and District Hotel and Catering Association 
(FHDHCA)35 and the proprietor of the Gurkha 
Palace restaurant in Cheriton. The construction 
students are working with Shepway District Council 
to do some renovation work at Kingsnorth Gardens 
(See Section 11: Physical Assets). The Multitrades 
Students are going to be bringing a bit of colour and 
life to the planter and seating area at Canterbury 
Road Recreation Ground in Folkestone. They will be 
creating a colourful mosaic feature on the floor using 
different coloured stones and tiles.

The Social Care students are working with Age UK 
Folkestone to help with some gardening and get 
hands-on in the gardens with the elderly people who 
use the service. This is a social action project as the 
students are not only providing the service users 
with practical help but they are engaging with them 
socially. Several other college departments’ students 

are engaging in community projects this year and 
they include Catering & Hospitality, Sport, Hair, The 
Edge and many more.

Kent Adult Education36 is a countywide organisation 
and has centres in all twelve Kent districts. The 
Shepway centres, The Cube and Cube Ceramics, are 
ideally located in the Creative Quarter of Folkestone 
on Tontine Street. They are well equipped with a 
jewellery making room, art studios, a pottery studio, 
IT suite, and a variety of classrooms for their many 
other subjects.37

Skills Plus38 is situated within Folkestone Library  
and offers a wide range of opportunities for  
adults to improve their skills and gain nationally 
recognised qualifications39.

Sixth Form Colleges

Folkestone Academy Sixth Form40 moved to  
The Glassworks in Folkestone’s Creative Quarter  
in 2013, and it provides a unique learning 
environment. Staff and students undertake many 
projects that benefit the local community. Recently 
Lumley House, of Folkestone Academy, jointly 
organised a Travelling Trends Fashion Show with the 
Folkestone division of Soroptimists41 International 
Great Britain & Ireland. The event raised money for 
the Folkestone Rainbow Centre42. Earlscliffe43 is an 
independent sixth form college in Folkestone that 
offers university preparation for 15 to 19 year olds 
from all over the world. There are two language 
schools in Folkestone Central ward, Academy of 
English Studies44 and School of English Studies45.



Folkestone Central

-20 -

 

Name Type Website

Christchurch Academy Primary www.christchurchfolkestone.com 

St Eanswythe’s Church of England 
Primary School

Primary www.st-eanswythes.kent.sch.uk 

Primary Schools

Christchurch Academy46 works alongside its partner schools, (St Mary’s Primary Academy, St Peter’s  
Church of England Primary School, St Eanswythe’s Primary School and Selsted Church of England Primary 
School). The school participates in community activities, including litter picking with the local KCC 
Community Warden47.

St Eanswythe’s Church of England Primary School48 is named after Folkestone’s very own Saxon saint. St 
Eanswythe was an Anglo-Saxon princess born in about 614 AD, and was later made a saint. Her parents were 
Eadbald and Emma, King and Queen of Kent. In around 630-635 AD Eadbald built a chapel for Eanswythe in 
his castle in The Bayle area. Here Eanswythe settled with a group of nuns as Abbess and founder of what was 
probably the first religious community for women in England. The foundation stone for the school records a 
commencement date in the 19th century49.
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Nurseries

Kent County Council50 (KCC) has commissioned Action for Children51 to run the Folkestone Early Years Centre. 
This centre is also accessed by the communities within Folkestone Harbour and East Folkestone wards. The 
centre runs a variety of groups; Tiger Tots - Stay & Play, Bouncing Bunnies – Stay & Play, Parent Led Craft, 
Happy Hedgehogs – Stay & Play, Dads Group, Baby Signing and Baby Massage. The centre also runs health 
clinics, such as the Antenatal Clinic, Bumps & Beyond, Full Circle (for parenting children with additional 
needs) and Baby Bears. 

Other parental support groups and educational courses available are: Stop Smoking, One Stop Shop (for those 
experiencing Domestic Abuse), Job Club (in partnership with Job Centre Plus), Ahoy, Ahoy, Hello group (for 
families to meet others and speak their own language), English as a Second Language group (for families to 
improve their English) and Maths.

There is a lower percentage of 0-4 year olds in this ward (see diagram in section 4. Demographics), however, 
there are at least five Nurseries that have been identified. Several churches in Folkestone also run parent, 
toddler and baby groups on a weekly basis.

Name Type Website

Smarty Tots Nursery Nursery www.smartytotsnursery-folkestone.co.uk

Christ Church Nursery Nursery www.christchurchnursery.co.uk

Radnor Park Kindergarten Nursery
No website, go to

www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/childcare-
and-pre-school 

Precious Times, Kent CFIS 
Childcare Provider

Nursery
No website, go to 

www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/childcare-
and-pre-school

Honey Pot Nursery Nursery
No website, go to 

www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/childcare-
and-pre-school

The B48s’ Family Support Centre52 is a registered charity that works in partnership with local authorities, 
businesses and other voluntary sector organisations to provide health and social care, support and assistance 
for all members of the community, particularly the vulnerable, families, children and young people. B48’s runs 
family focused support groups where problems and concerns can be aired and shared while children have 
fun in the centre’s play area. The centre can be accessed to feed and change babies & toddlers, to meet other 
parents, or to use the play area53.
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Health and Wellbeing
Sports clubs/societies/activities

The Green Gym54 is an initiative which motivates people to improve both their health and the local 
environment. Experienced leaders guide volunteers through a series of practical projects, giving them  
the opportunity to undertake physical activities in the outdoors.

There are two private gyms55 situated in the centre of Folkestone as well as a Bootcamp56 and a Pilates 
studio57. Folkestone Pool League58 has been running for a number of years and has over 50 pubs and clubs 
involved in playing matches every week of the year59. Folkestone Camera Club began 1906, and although the 
club60 had short breaks during the two world wars, it has had meetings continually since 194561. Folkestone 
Park Run62 is a free weekly 5km run, that takes place every Saturday starting on The Leas.
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Youth Provision

Shepway Youth Hub63 on Grace Hill, Folkestone for 
teenagers has a daytime drop-in, a place to get help, 
support and advice on anything, including getting 
a job and/or accessing college. Young people can 
arrange to meet friends here, learn a new hobby 
and access the following services: youth offending 
officers, youth workers, education welfare officers, 
counsellors, Turning Point drug and alcohol workers, 
sexual health nurses, training providers, community 
youth tutors, early help family support workers, CXK 
personal advisors, young healthy mind workers and 
workers from other support services.

The Shepway Sports Trust64 is a not-for-profit sports 
charity, providing opportunities and pathways to 
increase sports participation and promote active 
lifestyles amongst residents in the Shepway area.  

The trusts strategic plan is to make sport accessible 
to those of all ages, with a key focus on young people. 
Currently the Trust has implemented their School 
Coaching Programme at Christchurch Academy, 
where they are facilitating coaching in basketball, 
hockey and volleyball, and at St Eanswythe’s Primary 
School where they are facilitating spikeball, golf, 
rhythmic gymnastics and paddle sports.

Folkestone Town Council65 fund Folkestone Cricket 
Club66 and the Optimists Hockey Club67 to provide 
coaching and tournaments in primary schools in 
Folkestone for years 5 and 6. The Victory Explorer Sea 
Scout Unit68meets at the Holy Trinity Church every 
week, and Brownie Guides and Rainbows69 meet 
every week at the United Reform Church’s Radnor 
Park Centre.70 

Number of young people

There are 1,850 residents aged under 19 in Folkestone 
Central. The area is below the county average for 
the proportion of young people aged 10-19. It is 
particularly under represented for young females. 

 
 

Male Female Male Female

0-4 2.7% 2.9% 3.1% 3.0%

5-9 2.4% 2.0% 3.1% 2.9%

10-14 2.2% 1.7% 3.0% 2.9%

15-19 2.5% 2.2% 3.3% 3.1%

Age No.

0-4 590

5-9 460

10-14 350

15-19 450

KentFolkestone Central
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Older Persons Provision

Although not situated in the Folkestone Central ward 
The Age UK Centre71 in Cheriton offers services 
to people aged 50 and over that live in Folkestone 
Central. The centre provides a place where people 
can meet to socialise with others, have a meal and 
join in a varied programme of activities. The Centre is 
fitted with two mobility baths and a stand in wetroom 
for those who prefer. They also provide light transport 
to and from the Centre and have agreements with 
local transportation firms to ensure people can 
attend. They also provide an information & advice 
service, a befriending service and benefit checks72.

The Holy Trinity Church has a Knit & Chat group 
and a Tea & Talk group that has a talk by members 
of the congregation on topics of general interest, 
and the Radnor Park Centre has a Hard of Hearing 
Club that meets every month. Many other churches 
in Folkestone run social activities for older people73. 
The Silver Screen Cinema has a Classic Film Club74, 
showing timeless motion pictures weekly preceded 
by coffee, tea, biscuits and a chat.

The Volunteer Centre Shepway75 runs several 
schemes for older people. There is as a Befriending 
Scheme, a Community Transport Scheme, a 
Gardening Scheme, a Memory Cafe and Social club76. 

Organisations delivering health services

There are four General Practitioner (GP) Surgeries 
in the Folkestone Central Ward, six pharmacies 
and at least four dental practices. There are also 
several opticians and a podiatry service, private 
counselling and coaching services, as well as other 
complimentary therapy providers, see Appendix 1 for 
details (this list is not exhaustive). 

Diabetes UK77 has active support groups working 
locally all over the UK. Groups typically meet once 
a month and they often take part in many other 
activities such as fundraising, campaigning and 
raising awareness72. A local Folkestone Diabetes UK79 

support group has just been set up. Support  
for substance misuse issues can be accessed at 
Turning Point80 in Folkestone and at their satellite 
services provided at other locations in the Shepway 
area. Alcoholics Anonymous81 have several groups 
running in the Folkestone area that meet regularly in 
church halls.

Porchlight’s Primary Care Community Link Service82 
works alongside GP practices. It is there to help 
people find a way through problems they are facing 
by building confidence, helping them feel more 
included in the community and address any issues 
that may be affecting their housing or ability to 
live independently. The service is non-judgmental 
and confidential. The service provides support and 
advice about money, housing, education, training and 
volunteering, community involvement, health, drugs 
& alcohol and confidence. Support is completely 
free and can last for up to 8 weeks. The service is 
open to adults (18+) living in Kent who feel that their 
circumstances have affected their mental health 
and well-being. People requiring this service can be 
referred by their GP or they can refer themselves83.

Organisations delivering wellbeing 
services

Kent County Council (KCC) Adult and Children & 
Families Social Services84 are based in this ward; the 
services cover the whole of Shepway and can be 
accessed by contacting KCC, or through a GP, school 
and charities such as Age UK85 and Home Start (see 
below). Other health and wellbeing charities that are 
situated within this ward area also provide services to 
all areas within the Shepway district. 

Home Start86 support Shepway parents through 
volunteers, people who are parents themselves or 
have parenting experience. These volunteers will 
regularly visit parents in their own home. Parents 
needing this support can decide how they will use 
the help of the volunteer; maybe just someone to talk 
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to who won’t judge, someone to play with or read to 
the children; maybe a bit of support to make or keep 
medical appointments or to find out what else is 
available locally87.

Shepway and Dover Mediation Service88 was 
established in 1998. The service helps people deal 
with disputes and those involved decide the terms 
of any agreement. The mediators are professionally 
trained and experienced in dealing with a wide range 
of issues. The service offers free mediation and its 
core services are Neighbour Mediation and Schools 
Peer Mediation89.

Folkestone, Dover and Hythe Samaritans90 are 
situated within this ward and provide a listening 
support service. People can talk to them at anytime, 
in their own way and off the record about whatever 
is bothering them or getting them down. They know 
a lot about what can help people through tough 
times and can help people explore different options, 
understand problems better, or just be there to 
listen91. Folkestone and District Mind92 is a charity 
which provides support, information and advice to 
anyone resident in Shepway, who has experienced or 
is experiencing mental distress93. 

The charity Headway East Kent94 is an independent 
charity working to provide social rehabilitation 
to adults with acquired brain injury it also offers 
support to their families and carers. Headway House 
Folkestone is situated in the town centre and has 
three staff members and several part time volunteers. 
Service users are supported to gain access via local 
transport to areas of interest as well as using local 
services to promote their independence95.

The Rainbow Centre96 began to respond to the needs 
of individuals and families facing crisis in 1985 and 
the organisation continues to support people. The 
Rainbow Centre works in partnership with Churches 
Together in Folkestone, which is committed to 
showing Christian care and compassion in the town. 
The centre runs a crisis drop-in for individuals and 
families in difficulty and the Shepway Food Bank, for 

people on low incomes, experiencing redundancy, 
a benefit delay or an unexpected bill. There is a 
FoodStop, which is a mobile service offering soup 
and freshly made sandwiches at two locations in 
Folkestone three nights every week. Also the Rainbow 
Club where people can read newspapers, play pool, 
board games, chat and have tea, coffee, or soup. 
They have pre-schools at The Salvation Army Centre 
and Mundella School. They also facilitate a contact 
centre for use when parents split up and need a place 
where they can see their children and enjoy time 
with them97. Shepway District Council work closely 
with the Rainbow Centre and provide a grant towards 
Outreach Support Services for migrant communities.

Shepway Lifeline98 is a part of Shepway District 
Council, it is based in Civic Centre in Folkestone 
and is a not-for-profit organisation. The service can 
provide short or long term reassurance for everyone, 
the elderly, vulnerable, chronically sick, disabled, 
victims of domestic violence, lone or home workers, 
shops or business premises and schools or other 
educational premises. Clients wear a pendant with 
a button that can be pressed with ease to summon 
help. It will work from anywhere inside the home 
or within the garden. If it is pressed, the Lifeline 
automatically dials the control centre, which is 
monitored 24 hours a day99. 
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No. % Shepway Kent

People providing unpaid care 873 8.6% 11.4% 10.4%

People providing no care 9,333 91.4% 88.6% 89.6%

 

Lifestyle characterise

The below graph is from the Acorn customer profiling software and it shows how over, or under, represented 
the Folkestone Central ward is for each income band. Bars pointing left indicate the ward has a lower 
proportion that the UK average and a bar pointing right shows that it is above the UK average. The length of 
the bar indicates the size of the disparity: a score of 50, means the proportion within Folkestone Central is half 
the UK average, a score of 150 would make it 50% higher than the UK average.

The Acorn Profiler data shows that a greater proportion of Folkestone Central households are 50% more 
likely to smoke and they are also more likely to suffer from diabetes and have a Body Mass Index above 30 
(therefore classified as obese). The residents in this ward are less likely to suffer from high blood pressure. 

Carers

Folkestone Central has 873 residents providing unpaid care, which is a smaller  
proportion of residents than the district or county average 

Folkestone Central
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General health

In the 2011 census a higher proportion of Folkestone Central residents indicated they were in bad,  
or very bad, health.  

Folkestone Central Shepway Kent

Very good health 37.0% 42.2% 46.7%

Good health 35.9% 36.1% 34.9%

Fair health 18.2% 15.2% 13.3%

Bad health 6.9% 4.9% 4.0%

Very bad health 2.0% 1.5% 1.1%

 
Health service usage

These are health indicators show how often Folkestone Central residents have accessed health  
services. In summary:

•	 Breastfeeding rate is low
•	 Folkestone Central is among the highest in Shepway for admissions due to COPD,  

falls and emergency admissions of people over 65. 
•	 The mortality rate for people under the age of 75 suffering from cancer and  

circulatory is higher than most other Shepway wards.
•	 The life expectancy is lower than the district and country average.

Folkestone 
Central

Shepway Kent

Breastfeeding prevalence100 33.5% 36.4% 39.3%

Emergency admissions for AMI101 (aka heart attack) 149.75 142.09 128.46

Emergency admissions for COPD102 193.52 188.71 211.99

Emergency admissions for diabetes103 83.99 78.05 77.58

Emergency admissions for falls104 1,033.12 751.30 839.00

Emergency admissions for over 65s105 24,998.96 22,682.60 23,170.16

Under 75 cancer mortality106 174.71 140.22 131.09

Under 75 circulatory mortality107 105.08 77.42 70.31

Under 75 respiratory mortality108 36.72 35.77 16.78

Life expectancy at birth109 79.95 81.77 81.73
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Breastfeeding prevalence

Emergency Admissions for Falls 

Emergency Admissions for over 65s
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Under 75 cancer mortality

Life Expectancy at Birth
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Housing
There are a number of supported housing schemes in the Folkestone Central ward that assist vulnerable 
people with a program of support to live as independently as possible, or to learn how to live independently so 
that they may be able to live on their own in the community in the future. There is supported accommodation 
for young people, aged 16 to 25 years, provided by Lookahead110, and similar accommodation provided by 
Crime Reduction Initiatives (CRI)111 for people who have had substance misuse issues and are in recovery. 
There are also three high support accommodation projects for people with learning disabilities, autism and 
epilepsy, provided by Craegmoor112 and Embrace.113

The Citizens Advice (CAB) service is an independent network that provides information, advice and help to 
people to resolve their money, legal and other problems, including tenancy and landlord issues. It influences 
government and organisations to bring about change in policies and laws. Advice provided by the CAB is 
free, independent, confidential, and impartial114. Most CAB115 staff are trained volunteers and the Shepway 
CAB service operates from Folkestone Library and also runs drop-ins at New Romney Children’s Centre on 
Tuesdays and Hythe Bay School on Fridays.

Housing type

88% of all housing in Folkestone Central is a flat or apartment, which reflects its position within an urban  
area. Accordingly, the proportion of detached or semi detached properties is far lower that the district or 
county figures.

Folkestone Central housing type

Shepway Kent

Detached houses or 
bungalows

27.0% 25.1%

Semi-detached houses 24.1% 30.5%

Terraced houses 22.1% 24.8%

Flats, maisonettes 26.3% 18.7%

Caravans or other 
temporary structures

0.6% 0.9%

Detached houses or bungalows 3%

Flats maisonettes or apartments 88%

Terraced or bungalows 6%

Semi-detached houses or bungalows 3%
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Housing tenure and ownership

The majority of people (63.8%) in Folkestone Central are in some form of rented accommodation. This 
is considerably above the county figure of 30%. The proportion of Folkestone Central residents who own 
their property is much lower – only 34% compared to the county figure of 67%. 

Shepway Kent

No. % % % 

Owner occupied households 2002 34.3% 64.8% 67.3%

• Owns outright 1253 21.5% 35.3% 33.1%

• Owns with a mortgage 
 or loan

749 12.8% 29.5% 34.2%

Shared ownership 38 0.7% 0.5% 1.0%

Rented households 3722 63.8% 33.4% 30.4%

• Rented from a local authority 187 3.2% 6.9% 5.8%

• Rented from an housing association 399 6.8% 4.3% 8.1%

• Privately rented 3027 51.9% 20.2% 15.1%

• Other rented 109 1.9% 2.0% 1.5%

Living Rent free 70 1.2% 1.3% 1.3%

Folkestone Central

House prices

The graph below shows that properties in Folkestone Central are more likely to be valued under £250,000  
and that the proportion of properties valued under £125,000 is much higher than the national average. 



Folkestone Central

-32 -

Property size

There is a greater proportion smaller properties in Folkestone Central than the national average  
and fewer properties with more than three bedrooms.
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Neighbourhood/community
Resident’s Associations

Within this ward there are numerous resident groups 
and associations; local people who come together 
to tackle issues in their community in a positive way. 
There are at least four resident groups along The 
Leas. No.1 The Leas Residents Association deferred 
refurbishment of the exterior of their building in 2014 
so that the building was not covered scaffolding at 
the opening ceremony of the Commemorative Arch 
on The Leas (see Folkestone Harbour ward profile  
for information on the Commemorative Arch). 
The Prior Leas Leasehold Association is currently 
attempting to upgrade some areas on The Leas and 
Central Folkestone and they are involved in raising 
money for Folkestone Flower Power116, a scheme to 
provide hanging baskets along The Leas under the 
umbrella of the Folkestone Festivals. Another group, 
the Friends of the Leas Club are liaising with Shepway 
District Council about the Grade II listed building,  
The Leas Club (originally known as The Leas Pavilion). 
There are also The Whitecliffe Residents Association 
and Carlton Leas Residents Association. These four 
resident associations come together quarterly at The 
Leas Residents Alliance Group meeting and there 
they discuss current issues and projects affecting 
residents on The Leas. They liaise with businesses 
in the town centre such as McDonald’s whose staff 
litter pick from time to time to try and prevent their 
business contributing to the litter issues along  
The Leas.

The Bayle Residents Association resolved an issue of 
anti social noise near the Bayle last year by working 
closely with statutory organisations. The association 
is currently completing a project for attaching history 
boards to various sites in The Bayle and are also in 
the process of arranging hanging baskets to be placed 
around the area. Guildhall North Residents Group has 
previously raised money to repair the steps on Darby 
Footpath to Sunflower House on Foord Road (see 
below). The group is currently working on finding a 
positive solution for residents and parents alike to 

resolve the issue of parking outside Christchurch 
Primary School during the times that parents pick-
up and drop-off their children. They are liaising with 
Shepway District Council and residents regarding 
household refuse collections & litter on the streets in 
the area.

The Grand and Tontine Street also have resident 
groups and there is a forum called East Folkestone 
Together where representatives from residents  
group/association active throughout Folkestone  
come together to discuss current issues and projects 
that each group is involved with. If anyone wishes  
to get involved with their local community group 
please contact the local Community Warden via the 
KCC website.117

Sunflower HouseIxiii opened in 2014 and is the 
realisation of an 18-month project to refurbish a 
disused former chapel on Foord Road, at the foot of 
Darby Steps alongside Folkestone’s railway viaduct. It 
provides a well-appointed, medium-sized community 
venue for the whole town. The venture is an offspring 
of The Bradstone Association (see East Folkestone 
Ward Profile), a residents’ group for the immediate 
neighbourhood. Sunflower House is a registered 
charity with surplus funds re-invested in the fabric 
and maintenance of the building119.

Key Groups

There are other types of community groups operating 
to supporting good causes in the Folkestone Central 
ward. Rotary is a worldwide organisation of more 
than 1.2 million professional people who are pledged 
to serve the community locally, nationally and 
globally, promoting the highest ethical standards 
and striving for peace and goodwill worldwide120. 
The Rotary Club of Folkestone121 has worked together 
with the Folkestone Channel Rotary Club122, and other 
local Rotary clubs, on many community projects. 
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Their biggest venture was helping to raise £75,000 
in 2005 to provide a Life Education mobile classroom 
for the 13,000 pupils in Shepway and East Kent’s 50 
primary schools123. 

Inner Wheel Clubs124 are for women and are part of 
the International Rotary Family. The Folkestone Inner 
Wheel Club meets monthly and has speakers, charity 
functions, social occasions and many other activities. 
They value friendship and hard work for their chosen 
charities; they also like to enjoy themselves socially125. 
Similarly the Soroptomists International Folkestone 
is also an organisation for women. On a global level 
the Soroptimists strive to improve the lives and 
status of women and children, through education, 
empowerment and enabling opportunities. On a local 
level they support local charities by fundraising and/
or giving their time in direct service. There is also the 
Women’s Institute (WI), formed in 1915 to revitalise 
rural communities and encourage women produce 
food during the First World War. Now it has evolved 
and broadened its aims, providing women with 
educational opportunities and the chance to build 
new skills, campaigning on issues that matter to them 
and their communities126. The Folkestone WI meets at 
the Radnor Park Centre.127 

The New Folkestone Society128 exists to foster an 
awareness of the local environment and amenities;  
to encourage conservation and enhancement. It is  
a non-political organisation with membership open to 
everyone who shares the desire to make Folkestone 
a more attractive town in which to live and work. The 
Society offers a range of activities – talks, lectures, 
social events and excursions129. Go Folkestone130 is a  
not-for-profit organisation leading positive change 
in the local area. Promoting all that is good in 
Folkestone, encouraging and supporting realistic 
initiatives, discussing problems and seeking to help 
people work together for the best future of the 
town131. Folkestone United is a group of people who 
stand together against all forms of intolerance132 
and Cycle Shepway is a charity that campaigns to 
improve the cycle infrastructure of Folkestone, Hythe 
and Romney Marsh.133 

Shepway Volunteer Centre134 is a charity, which 
has been running since 1976. The primary task of 
the Volunteer Centre is to pair volunteers with a 
charity which will best use their skills and provide 
an opportunity which interests them. Becoming a 
volunteer is not just about giving - most volunteers 
find that they get a lot more out of it than they  
were expecting135.

Services

The Library and Museum136 on Grace Hill Folkestone 
was built between 1886 and 1888, and is Grade II 
listed. The library has disabled access, computers 
for public use with access to the internet, an online 
catalogue, a children’s library, a local studies 
collection and exhibition space. Other facilities 
include a photocopier, scanner, DVDs, CDs, audio 
books and a reader printer. Time to Give Volunteers 
deliver books to people who cannot get to the 
library and can assist as computer buddies to give 
basic guidance to people with limited experience of 
computers and the internet. There are also volunteers 
who assist with the library’s administration and 
others that can help with ancestry enquiries. 
Folkestone Library User Group (FLUG) meets 
regularly and is currently discussing the set up of a 
Friends of Folkestone Facebook page. Other activities 
at the library include Baby Rhyme Time for toddlers 
and Talk Time for older people. Birth and death 
registration and marriage notices are recorded here.

Folkestone Town Council was formed in 2004. 
The Town Council is committed to improving the 
appearance of the town and sets aside a budget each 
year for the maintenance of flowerbeds around the 
town and for the planting of trees. The Town Council 
has supported the services of the Town Sprucer 
(see East Folkestone Ward Profile) through its grant 
programmes and with a direct grant. The running of 
Folkestone’s CCTV system has been taken over by 
the Town Council and they will continue to work with 
the authorities in crime prevention. The Town Council 
also took ownership of the Christmas Lights in 2014 
and have committed a yearly budget to fund repair 
and development of the lights.
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A number of civic events are undertaken by the 
Town Council such as Town Sunday, William Harvey 
Sunday, Canada Day, Remembrance Sunday, 
Holocaust Memorial Day, D Day and VJ day. There 
is also Armed Forces Day on the Leas. The Town 
Council is also a member of the Fairtrade Town 
Scheme137. A Fair Trade Town is any community in 
which people and organisations use their everyday 
choices to increase sales of Fair Trade products and 
bring about positive change for farmers and workers 
in developing countries138. All national Fair Trade 
Town campaigns share five founding core goals and 
Folkestone Town Council has achieved Goal 4 and is 
fast progressing to Goal 5. An information kiosk has 
been installed in the town by the Town Council. They 
are also working in partnership with Visit Kent for 
website provision and Shepway District Council for 
providing front of house services.

Shepway District Council’s139 Civic Centre, the Job 
Centre Plus140 office, Kent Police141, Kent, Surrey 
& Sussex Community Rehabilitation Company 
(Probation)142 and Folkestone Magistrates Court143 
are all located within the Folkestone Central ward. 
Shepway District Council is responsible for the 
provision of an extensive range of public services, 
such as housing, waste collection and recycling, 
planning and parking. In addition, the local authority 
promotes the interests of local communities, 
including the social, economic, environmental, 
recreational and cultural, as well as the general 
development of all of the district’s areas.
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Planning & development
There is one major development in the ward at Ravenlea Road. 28 houses with access, parking and 
landscaping following the demolition of the existing school building.

Visit the Shepway District Council planning portal for information on planning applications in this area: 

http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/

Broadband

Information on the provision of internet and broadband services in this ward is constantly changing as 
telecoms providers upgrade their networks. To get information about the quality of services in your area,  
you may wish to visit the websites for BT Openreach, Broadband StreetStats or UK Exchange Mapping: 
 
http://www.superfast-openreach.co.uk/where-and-when/	
http://www.uswitch.com/broadband/speedtest/streetstats/	
http://www.samknows.com/broadband/exchange_mapping
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Designated spaces (e.g.  
conservation areas) 

Within Folkestone Central Ward there are several 
areas covered by Tree Preservation Orders. The main 
ones are all along Castle Hill Avenue, Earls Avenue, 
on the land adjoining Ingles Manor and near the 
Garden Centre to the rear of Ingles Manor.

Much of Folkestone Central Ward is a designated 
Conservation Area.  The Folkestone Conservation 
area is split into 5 different character areas.

The Leas and Coastal Park falls into Character Area 
1, West Folkestone is Character Area 2, and the Old 
Town and surrounding area are Character areas  4 
and 5.

Details of the Conservation Area Appraisal for 
Character Area 4 is here: www.shepway.gov.uk/
planning/planning-advice-and-fees/conservation-
area-appraisals

Play areas and parks

The Upper Leas gardens and pathway, at the top of 
Folkestone cliffs, located between the town centre 
and Folkestone West, and the Lower Leas gardens 
along the foot of the cliffs, were created by Lord 
Radnor in the mid to late 19th century144.

In 1784, a landslip created a new strip of land, a few 
metres wide, between the beach and the cliffside, 
the length of the coast from Folkestone Harbour 
to Sandgate. In 1828, the Earl of Radnor built a toll 
road along it and in 1877, a series of paths were 
constructed, 
including a path 
from the Upper 
Leas leading down 
to the road. In 1913, 
the area alongside 
the road145 was 

leased to a local corporation, to be used as a park146, 
and thus the Lower Leas Coastal Park was created.

The ‘Zig Zag Path’ was built in 1921 as a new 
attraction leading down from the Upper Leas to the 
Lower Leas Park and seafront. The cliff-face and 
grottoes along the path, are entirely artificial, built 
from waste material and coated in cement called 
Pulhamite after its creator James Pulham147. The 
Pulhamite Caves are now a listed structure148.  
The Zig Zag path has been restored as part of the 
Award Winning Coastal Park Development

The Lower Leas Coastal Park was redeveloped 
between 2000 and 2006 into a unique undercliff 
with pine avenues, flower gardens, a labyrinth and 
picnic areas leading down to the sea. Also in the park 
is the largest free children’s adventure playground 
in the south east complete with zip wires, slide 
tubes, a toddler’s builder’s yard and a pirate ship149. 
Through the summer, enjoy free weekend music 
and entertainment in the spectacular Amphitheatre 
overlooking the sea.149

In 2007, the Coastal Park received four awards, 
including the Green Flag, best regional and best 
overall Regeneration Project from the Royal Town 
Planning Institute 2007 and winner in the Landscape 
category of the 2007 Kent Design Awards150. 
Folkestone Beach is located at the bottom of the Zig 
Zag path. It is a pebble beach next to the Mermaid 
Cafe. There are toilet facilities in the cafe and parking 
can be found at the entrance to the Coastal Park on 
Lower Sandgate Road or you can park in Folkestone 
town centre and walk down the Zig Zag path.

Physical Assets
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Kingsnorth Gardens is within easy reach of 
Folkestone town centre, it is open daily and  
admission is free. It has a number of features 
including, terracing, herbaceous borders, trees 
& shrubs, statues, ornamental ponds, and a rose 
garden. The central feature is a magnificent weeping 
ash tree with bench seating beneath it. The name 
‘Kingsnorth Gardens’ can be attributed to John 
Kingsnorth who was once a tenant farmer at Ingles 
Farm. He excavated the former position of the 
gardens for brick earth. Following this the site was 
turned over to allotments and then became an area 
for dumping refuse. The Town Council received 
complaints and began to think of ways to develop it. 
The idea of an ornamental garden emerged and the 
gardens opened on June 27th 1928.151

In the Garden of Remembrance stands the clock 
tower of Christ Church. Carved into the Stonework 
around the clock is the quotation “Trifle not thy time 
is short”. The church was consecrated in 1850 and 
destroyed by bomb on 17th May 1942. There is also 
a Public Record plaque on the north side of the tower 
that commemorates the volunteers from Folkestone 
& District who served on the South Africa War from 
1899 to 1902152. There are plans afoot for a new 
memorial to be erected in the gardens to 
the Gurkha’s.

There is only a limited number of play areas for 
toddlers and young children in Folkestone Central 
ward and no green recreation areas for older children 
and teenagers. All of the dedicated recreation 
grounds are located further out of town.

Walking routes/bridal paths

There is a mile-long walk on the Upper Leas 
promenade. The pathway along the Upper Leas is 
level, easy to stroll along and buggy & wheelchair 
friendly. It has stunning sea views, a bandstand, 
floral displays and lawns. It is the setting of some the 
towns most historic buildings including the Grand 
and the Metropole153. 

There is a coastal walk that stretches from the Leas 
Lifts, on Lower Sandgate Road, through to Sandgate 
Esplanade and beyond. It takes about forty minutes 
to walk the two miles from Folkestone to Sandgate 
and goes through the Lower Leas Coastal Park. This 
walk can also be accessed from the Zigzag Path that 
connects the Upper and Lower Leas.

The Cycle route through Folkestone is part of a long 
distance cycle route which, when complete, will link 
Kent with St. Austell in Cornwall via the south coast 
of England Cycle path. This cycle path is part of  
the National Route 2154 - The Garden of England  
Cycle Route155.
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Toilets

The opening times for the Bouverie Square Public 
Toilets are the same as the Bouverie Place Shopping 
Centre. The toilets at Pleydell Gardens, The Leas and 
at the Toll Gate in the Lower Leas Coastal Park open 
no later than 8am and close no earlier than 7pm in 
the summer (April to September) and no earlier than 
4.00pm in the winter (October to March).

Buildings/heritage assets

The earliest evidence for activity on the headland at 
The Bayle has come from archaeological excavations 
in 2006-7 to the rear of the Dance Easy, dance 
studios. Finds recovered include late Neolithic 
pottery, Neolithic flint flakes and tools dating to about 
2500-2100 BC. The headland would almost certainly 
have also been occupied during the Late Iron Age/
Roman periods. The charter of 700 AD confirms the 
existence of a monastery in The Bayle area, and it is 
said that Easnwythe, the daughter of Eadbald, King 
of Kent, was the abbess of a nunnery that he founded 
at The Bayle in Folkestone, where legend has it she 
was buried. In 1850 the remains of a 5th Century 
cremation burial was found with other artifacts 
likely to be part of a later 7th century burial. It was 
observed in the 16th and 19th century that quantities 
of bones were found wherever excavations were 
made. This is all evidence that The Bayle has been 
occupied continuously for a very long time79. 

There has been a succession of ecclesiastical 
buildings on the site throughout the centuries since 
700 AD and the buildings of the second Norman 
priory survived into the 17th century. By the later 18th 
century the buildings had been demolished. A plan 
of 1782 shows the buildings that were constructed 
on the site of the Norman priory; only the prior’s 
lodgings remain at the junction of Church Street and 
The Bayle, although it is likely that other masonry 
structures forming part of this medieval monastic 
complex survive fossilized within later buildings 
on The Bayle. The medieval church itself survives, 

although altered, together with a few twelfth century 
grave markers rebuilt into one of the churchyard 
walls79. In its present layout The Bayle has retained 
much of its medieval character, however, the 1782 
town plan also shows that the inner Bayle was 
remodeled as the site of a coastal battery in the 18th 
century and many of the buildings existing in other 
parts of The Bayle in 1782 were replaced by 19th 
century brick residential properties.156

The British Lion Pub, The Leas Lift, The Metropole 
and The Grand are just a few of the many historical 
buildings situated in this ward. The majority of these 
buildings are detailed on the British Listed Buildings157 
website. The British Lion is thought to be a very old 
public house. According to the publication Tales 
from the Tap Room158 it could possibly date from 
as far back as the 1460’s, when it might have been 
called the Priory Arms. However, the first time the 
British Lion is seen in print is when it appears in John 
Powell’s Survey159 of 1782160. 

The Leas Lift was originally installed in 1885 and the 
lift, the waiting rooms, brake houses and railings are 
Grade II Listed. This was only the third lift in England 
to be built operating by water balance and is one of 
the oldest in the UK. It carries passengers between 
the seafront and the promenade161. The lift has a 
very small carbon footprint as it emits no pollution 
recycling all of the water used to drive the cars.

The building of the Metropole Hotel was begun in 
1895 during the time that Folkestone was a Victorian 
seaside resort for the aristocracy. When it opened on 
the 1st July 1897 it had 200 bedrooms, as well as a 
central hall, two dining rooms, a ballroom, library, and 
a smoking, writing and drawing rooms, all decorated 
in oak, gold lacquer and gilt, marble and velvet. The 
hotel was an immediate success and in the early days 
princes, maharajahs, counts, majors, lords and earls 
stayed there. In 1903 The Grand Hotel opened next 
door and King Edward the VII was among its guests. 
Both The Metropole and The Grand are Grade II listed 
Buildings and have now been converted into flats162.



Folkestone Central

- 40 -

The Leas Cliff Hall was opened on the 13 July 1927 
by Prince Henry, Duke of Gloucester. The opening 
concert was performed by the Folkestone Municipal 
Orchestra and one thousand people attended. It was 
closed for modernisation and refurbishment in 1980 
and re-opened 1981163.

The Leas Pavilion was opened in 1902 as a teahouse. 
The site on which it was built would not allow any 
building to be constructed that would block the light 
to the windows of two adjacent hotels (now gone). 
As a result the building was constructed with only 
one storey visible above the ground, with a flat roof 
but a full-height basement. The teahouse was fully 
licensed and had high prices. The lease required that 
the lessees would “use the room for the highest class 
tea and refreshment trade with the view to securing 
the best class of visitors only”. In 1906 a concert 
party was introduced on a makeshift stage below the 
gallery. During the First World War farewell concerts 
were held for the troops before they embarked onto 
ships to France. The concert parties continued after 
the war and in 1928 a proper stage was built for 
plays and tea matinees, which continued as the Leas 
Pavilion Theatre for 57 years until 1985. It reopened 
as a cafe and pub called the Leas Club in 1986164.

The Folkestone War Memorial (World War I 
memorial) was unveiled in December 1922. The 
monument is located on the roundabout at the top  
of the Road of Remembrance. It is a Grade II*  
listed monument165. 

Car Parks

Full details of all council run car parks are available  
on the Shepway website166. There is also an 
interactive parking map where you can zoom into any 
area of the district and find information about all our 
car parks, their location, number of spaces and how 
long you can park.

Places of worship

Many of the places of worship in this ward are 
accessed by communities living in other ward 
areas around Folkestone. St Augustine’s Church 
of England (COE) Church is one of 3 churches in 
the benefice of St. Mary & St. Eanswythe, and St. 
Saviour’s Folkestone. St Mary & St Eanswythe was 
largely rebuilt in the 19th century but the arcade of 
the Chancel and the font date from the 13th century. 
The arches of the central tower and the Lady & St 
Eanswythe’s Chapels are 15th century167. The stained 
glass windows are by Charles Eamer Kempe (1837–
1907) who was a Victorian stained glass designer 
and manufacturer168 St Mary & St Eanswythe has 
church services, a pub lunch club, and works with St 
Eanswythe’s Primary School. The Friends of St Mary 
and St Eanswythe Church have recently organised 
“Women in War” workshops for children across 
Shepway in partnership with the Quarterhouse.

There are regular church services at the Catholic 
Church of Our Lady, Help of Christians169 and the 
services are held on Thursdays and Sundays, the 
latter followed by a Coffee Morning. There are other 
groups for prayer, mothers and young wives, as  
well as a meeting of the St Vincent de Paul Society170, 
which is an international Christian voluntary 
organisation dedicated to tackling poverty and 
disadvantage by providing practical assistance  
to those in need171. The church’s hall is currently  
being refurbished so that it can be more versatile  
or the community.

Holy Trinity Church (COE) has a choir, a parent and 
toddler group, Saturday Little Fishes Praise service for 
younger children and a small Sunday school. It has an 
active network of home groups for both Bible study 
and informal fellowship. Private prayer and the Laying 
on of Hands are regularly included within Sunday 
services. Also the Victory Explorer Sea Scouts Unit 
meets here.
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Shepway Kent

Buddhist 76 0.7% 0.9% 0.5%

Hindu 80 0.8% 1.4% 0.7%

Jewish 9 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

Muslim 163 1.6% 0.7% 1.0%

Sikh 5 0.0% 0.0% 0.7%

Other religion 87 0.9% 0.5% 0.4%

Christian 5,588 54.75% 62.3% 62.5%

No religion 3,402 33.33% 26.5% 26.8%

Religion not stated 796 7.80% 7.6% 7.3%

Religious beliefs

Residents in Folkestone Central practice all major religions. Just over half the residents indicated on the 2011 
Census that they practice Christianity (which is below the county average) and 33% stated they had no 
religion (above the county average). 

Folkestone Central

United Reformed Church172 has a service every 
Sunday morning, as well as on two Sunday evenings 
each month, and on special days. Much of the church 
members other activities go on in smaller groups who 
meet regularly173.

Folkestone Methodist Church is part of the South 
Kent Circuit of the Methodist Churches, which 
formed in 2011. This circuit covers Folkestone across 
to Headcorn & Tenterden, and down across Romney 
Marsh. Besides having regular church services there 
are many other activities available. Cygnets is a group 

for mothers, toddlers and carers, Friday Friends is a 
tea and chat get together, there is a supper evening 
on the second Wednesday of every month from 
October to May, and StageOne Christian Drama Co-
operative meet here.

The Quakers meet at the Rainbow Centre on the first, 
third and fifth Sunday of each month174. The Greek 
Orthodox Church of St. Mark & St. Fotini175 operates 
from St Augustine’s Church of England Church, and 
the Folkestone Mosque176 is located on Foord Road 
South, Folkestone.
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Arts and Culture
Folkestone’s HEART (heritage, education, art, 
regeneration, tourism) project aims to transform 
the Town Hall, by providing a local history museum, 
gallery space and education room177. During 2013, 
Folkestone Town Council completed stage one 
of a Heritage Lottery application to apply for £2 
million to restore the Grade II listed town hall to 
create a community cultural hub which includes: a 
museum with a classroom & galleries, a cinema with 
associated services and a tourist information point 
to compliment the town council’s offices and the 
historic council chamber. The museum’s collection, 
contains everything from fossilised dinosaur bones 
to Anglo Saxon jewellery, World War medals, and 
Amy Master’s collection which has several 16th and 
17th drawings by Giovanni Barbieri (Il Guernico) and 
Agostino Carracci. As well as heritage, education, art 
and regeneration, it is hoped that the HEART project 
will contribute significantly to the growth of tourism 
in the town177.

The Folkestone & District Local History Society178 

started in 1985 when a few avid collectors of local 
postcards, photographs and books suggested 
that a local history group be formed. The society 
occasionally puts on an exhibition, they conduct a 
series of interesting local history talks throughout the 
year. Refreshments are available at these sociable 
evening meetings where other likeminded people can 
be met. Outings and dinners are also organised for 
the members. The society does not carry out research 
on a commercial basis but its members do have 
access to resources and will assist to answer queries 
if they can179.

Folkestone People’s History Centre180 (FPHC) 
is a community based group that is committed 
to exploring the fascinating and varied history 
of Folkestone. After winding down the “A Town 
Unearthed181” (ATU) project with the publication 
of the illustrated ATU book and the 2013 Current 
Archaeology Rescue Dig of the Year Award, 
Folkestone People’s History Centre (FPHC) is  

working with Folkestone Research and Archaeology 
Group and other groups towards new events  
and activities182.

Folkestone Research and Archaeology Group 
(FRAG)183 was set up in 2012. The group is interested 
in the archaeology and heritage of Folkestone, and 
surrounding areas. Many of the members met as 
volunteers on a major dig in the area and decided 
to create a group that focuses on this area of Kent. 
FRAG would like to meet anyone who is interested 
in archaeology or would like to know more about the 
history of this area184.

Folkestone Decorative & Fine Arts Society185 (DFAS) 
is a society with over 150 members and is always 
looking for more. They place high emphasis on 
social contact and enjoyment in their meetings and 
other activities, as well as providing high quality 
and stimulating talks and visits. The society is part 
of The National Association of Decorative & Fine 
Arts Societies (NADFAS)186 and supports local art 
initiatives and awards grants to young artists to help 
them pursue their careers186. 

Folkestone Art Society (FAS) was formed in 1928 
and since then membership has grown to over 
200 hundred. The first exhibition was in 1935 and 
has been held every year since then except during 
the war. Since 1997 major exhibitions have been 
held at The Grand as well as at other venues. FAS 
aims to promote the visual arts to the wider public 
through exhibitions, workshops and lectures. It 
also encourages excellence in the visual, creative 
and applied arts through providing members with 
opportunities to exhibit and sell artworks, as well as 
encouraging young people studying art and design 
through its annual Gloria Gordon Award187. 

Folkestone Classic Film Club188  was set up in 2003, 
making international, independent and arthouse films 
available to the local community. The film club holds 
four seasons of films each year, and meets every 
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Thursday morning for complimentary tea, coffee, 
biscuits and a chat, followed by a screening starting 
at 11am. The film club is open to new members189. 

Consisting of over 100 voices, Folkestone Choral 
Society190 is the largest choir in the area. The society 
is a charitable organisation and its aim is to bring 
the enjoyment of choral music of a high standard 
to the community of Shepway and visitors to the 
area. Folkestone Choral Society rehearses weekly 
for concerts always accompanied by professional 
orchestras and soloists191. 

The roots of the Folkestone & Hythe Orchestral 
Society192 go back to the early 1920s. However, the 
Society was founded in its current form in 1961, and 
has developed considerably over the last 53 years193.

Established in 2002 the Creative Foundation194  is 
an independent visionary arts charity dedicated to 
enabling the regeneration of Folkestone through 
creative activity. Working with the people of 
Folkestone, partners and other stakeholders, the 
Creative Foundation is transforming the town195. The 
foundation has developed five key projects and a 
range of other events and activities that contribute 
to improving the townscape and the local economy 
through enabling arts activities and education 
initiatives that have a long-term impact on improving 
health and community development. The five projects 
are the Creative Quarter, the Quarterhouse, Triennial, 

Book Festival and Artworks196.

The old town of Folkestone, around the scenic 
harbour, has been transformed into a Creative 
Quarter populated by artists and home to creative 
industries and education providers. Three hundred 
jobs have been created and ninety buildings have 
been restored in the Creative Quarter195. 

The TriennialIxxxi, held every three years, is one of  
the most ambitious public art projects presented  
in the UK. Artists are invited to use Folkestone as 
their ‘canvas’, utilising public spaces to create striking 
new artworks196. Last year the Lookout Exhibition 
featured specially commissioned contemporary 
artworks that were placed around the town. Visit  
the Triennial website to view the map and the 
location of the artworks195. The Folkestone Book 
Festival is a celebration of writing, from fiction to 
fantasy via fact with biography, history, politics and 
economics. Folkestone Artworks is the town’s own 
permanent public art collection, created by leading 
contemporary artists196.
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Events and venues

At the heart of Folkestone’s Creative Quarter is 
the Quarterhouse, a contemporary venue that 
hosts an exciting range of events, concerts and 
performances196. Five ‘free use’ days for the venue 
are available per year for community and charitable 
events, applications can be made through Shepway 
District Council’s Community Development Team.

Folkestone Festivals ArtMart197 is a well established 
and increasingly popular specialist art, craft and 
artisan food market, and it is now in its sixth year. 
A range of stalls set up once a month on a Friday in 
Folkestone town centres precinct area.198 

Folkestone’s Multi-cultural Festival197 takes place in 
the Town Centre Precinct, on The Leas and in other 
parts of the town every June. Recently organisers 
have decided to book a land train to assist visitors to 
get to all the different venues around town where the 
festivals events take place. Hundreds of entertainers 
from all over the world including New Zealand, 
Afghanistan, France, Poland, Germany, Russia take 
part in the event199. Leas Village Fete200 is traditional 
event which takes place annually at the end of May 
and includes arena displays, children’s fairground 
rides, demonstrations, side-shows, competitions, 
food, craft and gift stalls201.

Strange Cargo202, the Folkestone based arts 
company worked closely with the team from Up 
On the Downs203 to create the 2014 Charivari 
Day summer carnival and it will now be held in 
July each year. Themed sections of the carnival 

reflected some of the wonderfully diverse areas of 
activity covered by the work of Up On the Downs 
Landscape Heritage Scheme. In the 2014 Charivari 
Day carnival spectators were taken on a journey 
through the Bronze Age, through the diversity of the 
natural environment of woodlands, great green bush 
crickets, late spider orchids and fossils, to the recent 
and probably unexpected appearance of wartime 
pill boxes. The display of large and small carnival 
costumes involved many hundreds of participants 
including carnival groups, teachers, students and 
children from across the Shepway District, whose 
creativity and energy went into designing and making 
their outfits, creating a colourful procession204.

The Leas Cliff Hall was built in 1924 and renovated 
in the early 1980’s and is now used as a venue for 
performances by musicians and comedians. The 
venue also houses the Channel Suite, Café, the 
Coasters and the Foyer bar, which can be hired for 
weddings and corporate events. Eight ‘free use’ days 
for the venue are available per year for community 
and charitable events, applications can be made 
through Shepway District Council’s Community 
Development Team.
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Crime
The Folkestone Area Partnership Against Crime (FAPAC) is a not for profit organisation based in the town 
centre (Bouverie Place) and provides radios, intelligence and advice to various retail outlets, including the 
night-time economy throughout Shepway and Folkestone Harbour ward. The scope of the work enables shop 
keepers, licenced premises etc to share information about situations that may be arising that could affect the 
safety of the public or their premises. Examples of issues could include shop lifting, underage drinking etc.  
The aim is both provide early intervention to prevent crime and disorder, also assisting to reduce the 
perception of crime. The scheme also links in with CCTV operated by Folkestone Town Council and the  
Town Centre Management.

Detailed crimes statistics for each local area are available from: www.police.uk. Shepway District Council 
officers and councillors can access mapped crime data from the Atlas GIS under the ‘Statistical Information’ 
layer. More detailed statistics on crime rates in the wards will emerge as the reporting systems and data 
capture processes are updated by the relevant authorities to reflect the new ward boundaries
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Surgery Name Address & Contact Details

Central Surgery
86 Cheriton Road, Folkestone CT20 2QH

Ph: 01303 220707

Guildhall Surgery
65 Guildhall Street North, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1EJ 

Ph: 01303 851411

Manor Clinic
31 Manor Road, Folkestone, Kent, Kent, CT20 2SE

Ph: 03000426150

Folkestone East Family Practice
Folkestone Health Centre, 15-25 Dover Road, Folkestone  
Ph: 01303 228899

General Practitioner (GP) Surgeries in the Folkestone Central ward.

Pharmacy Address & Contact Details

Guildhall Pharmacy
110 Guildhall Street North, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1ES 

Ph: 01303 259414 www.guildhallpharmacy.com

Central Pharmacy
104 Cheriton Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2QN 

Ph: 01303 254427 

Lloyds Pharmacy
114 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2BW

Ph: 01303 254383 

ASDA Pharmacy
Bouverie Place Shopping Centre, Alexandra Gardens, Folkestone 
CT20 1AU. Ph: 01303 213000

Superdrug Pharmacy
42-44 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1DW 

Ph: 01303 244606 

Boots Pharmacy
24-26 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1DP 

Ph: 01303 254007 

Pharmacies in the Folkestone Central ward.

Appendix 1
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Dentist Address & Contact Details

The Dental Care Centre
16 Shorncliffe Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2SF 

Ph: 01303 251598 

Providence Dental 
37 Manor Rd, Folkestone CT20 2SE 

Ph: 01303 252083 

The Hythe Dental Laboratory 
16A Shorncliffe Road, Folkestone CT20 2SF 

Ph: 01303 223004 

Total Dental Care

92 Sandgate Road, Folkestone CT20 2BE

Ph: 01303 255559 www.totaldentalcare.co.uk

General Practitioner (GP) Surgeries in the Folkestone Central ward.

Opticians Address & Contact Details

Chris Adams Optometrists 
17 Cheriton Place, Folkestone CT20 2AY

Ph: 01303 246105 www.chrisadamsopticians.co.uk 

Cargills Opticians
122 Sandgate Road, Folkestone CT20 2BW

Ph: 01303 254471 www.cargillsopticians.co.uk 

Specsavers
6 Alexandra Gardens, Folkestone, CT20 1SS

Ph: 01303 212010 www.specsavers.co.uk 

Drake-Arden Optometrists
20 Guildhall Street, Folkestone CT20 1DZ

Ph: 01303 252345

Boots Opticians
78 Sandgate Road, Folkestone CT20 2AA

Ph:0345 1253758 www.boots.com 

Opticians in Folkestone Central Ward.
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Other Health Service Address & Contact Details

Folkestone Podiatry Service
11A Earls Avenue, FolkestoneCT20 2HW

Ph: 01303 226939 http://www.folkestonepodiatry.co.uk 

Bedonwell Counselling  
(Private Service)

The Block, 65-69 Tontine Street, Folkestone, CT20 1JR

Ph: 01303 244141  www.bedonwellcounselling.co.uk 

South Kent Counselling  
(Private service)

www.southkentcounselling.co.uk

Kent Stressbusters (NHS 
Provided Counselling Service)

Counselling Team Ltd, Orchard House, 2 Bouverie Road West, 
Folkestone CT20 2RX

Ph: 0845 456 8972  www.counsellingteam.com

The Resolve Clinic 
(Hypnotherapy, CBT, Life 
Coaching & Counselling)

Ingles Manor, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, CT20 2RD 

Ph: 01303 856136 www.theresolveclinic.com

The Garden Clinic

(Complimentary Therapy)

26 Cheriton Gardens, Folkestone CT20 2AS

Ph: 01303 488902/01303 813712 www.jennylye.co.uk

Core Therapies  
(Massage Therapy)

Skevi & Co, 69 Brockman Road, Folkestone, CT20 1DJ 

Ph: 01303210980 www.folkestonemassagetherapy.com

Trinity Wellbeing 
(Complimentary Therapy)

Burlington Hotel, 3-5 Earls Ave, Folkestone CT20 2HR 

Ph: 01303 255301 www.trinity-wellbeing.co.uk

Disability Information Service
7 Town Walk, Folkestone CT20 2AD,

Ph: 01303 226464

Other Health Services in Folkestone Central ward.
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Endnotes/websites
1. http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-estimates-for-uk--england-and-wales--scotland-and-northern- 
 ireland/2013/stb---mid-2013-uk-population-estimates.html 

2. http://acorn.caci.co.uk/ 

3. http://www.kmpho.nhs.uk/ 

4. http://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/information-and-data/Facts-and-figures-about-Kent/area-profiles 

5. Folkestone Town Council website http://www.folkestonetc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

6. Folkestone & District Local History Society website http://www.folkestonehistory.org 

7. Folkestone & District Local History Society website http://www.folkestonehistory.org 

8. Folkestone & District Local History Society website http://www.folkestonehistory.org

9. Folkestone Town Council website http://www.folkestonetc.kentparishes.gov.uk

10. Number too small to be displayed as a percentage

xi. Saga http://www.saga.co.uk

12. DCLG Research Publication https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6330/2156925.pdf 

13. See Section 11. Physical Assets, Play areas and parks

14. Sainsbury’s website https://www.sainsburyslocalcharity.co.uk/ 

15. Argos website http://www.argos.co.uk/static/StaticDisplay/includeName/AboutArgos.htm#charity 

16. McDonalds website http://www.mcdonalds.co.uk/ukhome/Ourworld/Ronald-McDonald-House-Charities.html 

17. ASDA website http://www.asdafoundation.org/applying-for-funding#what-we-fund 

18. Boots website http://www.boots-uk.com/corporate_social_responsibility/Community.aspx 

19. Folkestone Old Town website http://www.folkestoneoldtown.com 

20. Googies http://googies.co.uk

21. Noel’s Yard, Vision, Purpose & Potential Paper April 2015 

22. Southcliff Hotel http://www.thesouthcliff.co.uk 

23. See Section 9. Neighbourhood/Community

24. The Clifton Hotel http://www.thecliftonhotel.com 

25. Wards Hotel http://www.wardshotel.net 

26. The Leas Cliff Hall http://www.leascliffhall.co.uk 

27. English Indices of Deprivation 2010, Guidance document published by the DCLG 2011

28. Stagecoach https://www.stagecoachbus.com 

29. Volunteer Centre Shepway http://www.volunteershepway.co.uk 

30. Volunteer Transport Service http://www.volunteershepway.co.uk/Transport 

31. Volunteer Centre Shepway http://www.volunteershepway.co.uk 

32. Folkestone & Dover Commuter Group http://www.fdcg.org 

33. East Kent College https://www.eastkent.ac.uk 

34. Shepway Junior Chef Competition https://www.eastkent.ac.uk/news/folkestone-campus-hosts-shepway-junior-chef-competition 

35. FHDHCA http://folkestonehotels.com 

36. Kent Adult Education https://www.kentadulteducation.co.uk 

37. Kent Adult Education website https://www.kentadulteducation.co.uk

38. Skills Plus http://www.skillspluskent.co.uk 

39. Skills Plus website http://www.skillspluskent.co.uk

xl. Folkestone Academy Sixth Form Centre http://www.folkestoneacademy.com/sixthform 

41. See Section 9. Neighbourhood & Community

42. See Section 7. Health & Wellbeing

43. Earslcliffe http://www.earlscliffe.co.uk 

44. Academy of English Studies http://www.aesfolkestone.co.uk 

45. School of English Studies http://www.ses-folkestone.co.uk 

46. Christchurch Academy http://www.christchurchfolkestone.com 

47. Kent County Council Community Wardens http://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/community-wardens 

48. St Eanswythe’s Primary School http://www.st-eanswythes.kent.sch.uk 

49. St Eanswythe’s Church of England School http://www.st-eanswythes.kent.sch.uk/our-school/history

50. Kent County Council http://www.kent.gov.uk 

51. Action for Children http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk 
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52. B48s http://www.b48s.org.uk

53. B48s http://www.b48s.org.uk

54. Contact Giles Barnard, Community Safety Officer SDC, giles.barnard@shepway.gov.uk 

55. Fit One Fitness No website, 88A Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2AA, 01303 247892 and Trugym http://www.trugym.co.uk 

56. Bootcamps Folkestone http://www.folkestonebootcamps.co.uk 

57. Folkestone Pilates http://www.folkestonepilates.co.uk 

58. Folkestone Pool League http://www.folkestonepool.co.uk 

59. Folkestone Pool League http://www.folkestonepool.co.uk/about_us.html 

60. Folkestone ParkRun http://www.parkrun.org.uk/folkestone 

61. Folkestone Camera Club http://www.folkestonecameraclub.co.uk/about

62. Folkestone ParkRun http://www.parkrun.org.uk/folkestone 

63. Shepway Youth Hub http://local.kent.gov.uk/kb5/kent/directory/organisation.page?id=0XnANYQ660E 

64. Shepway Sports Trust http://www.shepwaysportstrust.org 

65. Folkestone Town Council http://www.folkestonetc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

66. Folkestone Cricket Club http://www.folkestonecc.com 

67. Optimists Hockey Club http://www.folkestone-optimists.co.uk 

68. Scouts http://folkestoneandhythescouts.org 

69. Guides, Brownie Guides & Rainbows http://www.folkestoneurc.com/guidesrainbowsbrownies.htm 

70. The Radnor Park Centre http://www.folkestoneurc.com/radnorparkcentre.htm 

71. Age UK Folkestone http://www.ageuk.org.uk/folkestone 

72. Age UK Folkestone website http://www.ageuk.org.uk/folkestone/about-age-uk-folkestone 

73. See Section 11. Physical Assets, Places of Worship

74. See Section 12. Arts & Culture

75. Volunteer Centre Shepway http://www.volunteershepway.co.uk 

76. Volunteer Centre Shepway http://www.volunteershepway.co.uk 

77. Diabetes UK http://www.diabetes.org.uk

78. Diabetes UK http://www.diabetes.org.uk/How_we_help/Local_support_groups 

79. Find Folkestone Diabetes UK at http://www.diabetes.org.uk/How_we_help/Local_support_groups 

80. Turning Point, Shepway www.turning-point.co.uk/out-there-everywhere-east-kent-folkestone.aspx 

81. Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk 

82. Porchlight Primary Care Community Link Service http://www.porchlight.org.uk/our-services/community-support 

83. Porchlight Primary Care Community Link Service http://www.porchlight.org.uk/our-services/community-support

84. KCC Social Care and Health Services www.kent.gov.uk/social-care-and-health

85. See Section 7. Health & Wellbeing: Older Persons Provision, page 9.

86. Home Start http://www.homestartshepway.org.uk 

87. Home Start support  http://www.homestartshepway.org.uk #suport

88. Shepway & Dover Mediation Service http://www.mediationsoutheast.btck.co.uk 

89. Shepway & Dover Mediation Service http://www.mediationsoutheast.btck.co.uk

90. Folkestone, Dover & Hythe Samaritans http://www.samaritans.org/branches/folkestone-dover-and-hythe-samaritans

91. Folkestone, Dover & Hythe Samaritans http://www.samaritans.org/branches/folkestone-dover-and-hythe-samaritans 

92. Mind Folkestone & District http://www.folkestonemind.org.uk 

93. Mind Folkestone & District http://www.folkestonemind.org.uk 

94. Headway East Kent http://www.headwayeastkent.org.uk 

95. Headway East Kent http://www.headwayeastkent.org.uk 

96. The Rainbow Centre http://www.folkestonerainbowcentre.org.uk 

97. The Rainbow Centre http://www.folkestonerainbowcentre.org.uk 

98. Shepway Lifeline http://www.shepway.gov.uk/content/view/201375/4408 

99. Shepway Lifeline http://www.shepway.gov.uk/content/view/201375/4408 

100. Percentage of mothers either exclusively breastfeeding or partially breastfeeding at 6 to 8 weeks, 2012/13

101. Emergency admissions for Acute Myocardial Infarction, age standardised rate per 100,000 population, FCE=1, 2011/12 to 2013/14

102. Emergency admissions for Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disorder, age standardised rate per 100,000 population, FCE=1, 2011/12 to 2013/14

103. Emergency admissions for diabetes, age standardised rate per 100,000 population, FCE=1, 2011/12 to 2013/14

104. Emergency admissions for falls, age standardised rate per 100,000 population, FCE=1, 2011/12 to 2013/14

105. Emergency admissions for people aged 65+, age standardised rate per 100,000 population, FCE=1, 2011/12 to 2013/14

106. Mortality from cancer, persons aged under 75, 2010 to 2014, age standardised rate per 100,000 population
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107. Mortality from circulatory disease, persons aged under 75, 2010 to 2014, age standardised rate per 100,000 population

108. Mortality from respiratory disease, persons aged under 75, 2010 to 2014, age standardised rate per 100,000 population

109. Based on 2010-2014 deaths, population (2010 to 2013, 2013 used twice as an estimate for 2014)

110. Lookahead http://www.lookahead.org.uk 

111. CRI http://www.cri.org.uk

112. Craegmoor http://www.craegmoor.co.uk 

113. Embrace http://www.embracegroup.co.uk 

114. Citizens Advice Bureau http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk

115. Shepway Citizens Advice Bureau http://www.shepwaycab.co.uk/index.htm 

116. Folkestone Flower Power http://www.folkestonefestival.org/folkestone-festivals-flower-power 

117. Kent County Council http://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/community-wardens/shepway-wardens

118. Sunflower House http://sunflowerhouse.org.uk 

119. Sunflower House website http://sunflowerhouse.org.uk/about 

120. Rotary Club of Folkestone Facebook https://www.facebook.com/notes/601020906658102/ 

121. Rotary Club of Folkestone Facebook https://www.facebook.com/notes/601020906658102/ 

122. Folkestone Channel Rotary Club http://www.folkestonechannelrotaryclub.org.uk/charities.php 

123. Folkestone Channel Rotary Club http://www.folkestonechannelrotaryclub.org.uk/charities.php 

124. Inner Wheel http://www.innerwheeldistrict12.org.uk 

125. Inner Wheel http://www.innerwheeldistrict12.org.uk 

126. Women’s Institute http://www.thewi.org.uk/about-the-wi 

127. Folkestone Women’s Institute http://www.folkestoneurc.com/womensinstitute.htm 

128. New Folkestone Society http://www.newfolkestonesociety.org.uk

129. New Folkestone Society http://www.newfolkestonesociety.org.uk

130. Go Folkestone http://www.gofolkestone.org.uk

131. Go Folkestone http://www.gofolkestone.org.uk

132. Folkestone United https://www.facebook.com/FolkestoneUnited/timeline?ref=page_internal 

133. Cycle Shepway http://cycleshepway.org.uk/?page_id=7 

134. Volunteer Centre Shepway http://www.volunteershepway.co.uk 

135. Volunteer Centre Shepway http://www.volunteershepway.co.uk

136. For Museum information see Section. 12 Arts & Culture

137. Fairtrade Towns http://www.fairtradetowns.org 

138. Fairtrade Towns website http://www.fairtradetowns.org

139. Shepway District Council http://www.shepway.gov.uk 

140. Job Centre Plus https://www.gov.uk/contact-jobcentre-plus 

141. Kent Police http://www.kent.police.uk 

142. Kent, Surrey & Sussex Community Rehabilitation Service http://ksscrc.co.uk 

143. Folkestone Magistrates Court https://courttribunalfinder.service.gov.uk/courts/folkestone-magistrates-court 

144. Hitching, Claude. (2012) Rock Landscapes, The Pulham Legacy, Chapter 40.

145. Taylor, Alan F. (2002). Folkestone Past and Present, pp. 22–24.

146. Waymarking website http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMDWAM_Toll_House_Lower_Sandgate_Road_Folkestone_Kent_UK 

147. Taylor, Alan F. (2002). Folkestone Past and Present, pp. 22–24.

148. British Listed Buildings website http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/en-486585-pulhamite-caves-folkestone-kent 

149. Shepway District Council website http://www.shepway.gov.uk/content/view/200701/194/ 

150. Wikipedia, Lower Leas Coastal park http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Leas_Coastal_Park 

151. Shepway District Council website http://www.shepway.gov.uk/content/view/200694/194

152. East Kent Free website http://www.eastkent.freeuk.com/folkestone/christchurch.htm 

153. See below, Buildings & Heritage Assets

154. Sustrans www.sustrans.org.uk

155. Sustrans website www.sustrans.org.uk 

156. Lecture on the history of The Bayle, Folkestone by Richard Cross, A Town Unearthed website http://www.atownunearthed.co.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 lecture-on-the-history-of-the-bayle-folkestone-by-richard-cross/ 

157. British Listed Buildings http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk 

158. Tales from the Tap Room: A Complete History and Gazetteer of Folkestone’s Public Houses and Breweries (2000) by 

159. Martin Easdown (Author), Eamonn D. Rooney(Author) A computer printout of the index of John Powell’s Survey of 1782 and copies of Powell’s maps  
 are available at the Heritage Room at 

160. Folkestone Library, Grace Hill The Warren Press website, Folkestone Pubs http://www.warrenpress.net/FolkestoneThenNow/FolkestonePubs.html 
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161. Folkestone & District Local History Society Newsletter No. 19 – Summer 2004, The History of The Metropole Hotel, by Martin Easdown

162. Leas Cliff Hall Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leas_Cliff_Hall 

163. British Listed Buildings http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/en-508065-folkestone-war-memorial-folkestone-kent 

164. www.shepway.gov.uk/content/view/201641/4434 

165. Charles Eamer Kempe, Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Eamer_Kempe

166. Folkestone Decorative & Fine Arts Society website http://www.folkestonedfas.org.uk/welcome

167. ArtMart http://www.folkestonefestival.org/events/artmart

168. Charles Eamer Kempe, Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Eamer_Kempe

169. Church of Our Lady, Help of Christians http://www.catholic-folkestone.org.uk

170. Church of Our Lady, Help of Christians http://www.catholic-folkestone.org.uk

171. St Vincent de Paul Society http://svp.org.uk 

172. United Reform Church http://www.folkestoneurc.com/welcome.htm

173. The Greek Orthodox Church of St. Mark & St. Fotini http://www.thyateira.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=215&Itemid=141 

174. Fairtrade Towns http://www.fairtradetowns.org 

175. Shepway District Council http://www.shepway.gov.uk 

176. Folkestone Mosque http://www.mosquedirectory.co.uk/mosques/England/Kent/darlington/shepway/folkestone-mosque-shepway- 
 folkestone-kent/338

177. Folkestone Town Council website http://www.folkestonetc.kentparishes.gov.uk/default.cfm?pid=1722

178. Folkestone & District Local History Society http://www.folkestonehistory.org

179. Folkestone & District Local History Society http://www.folkestonehistory.org

180. Folkestone People’s History Centre https://www.facebook.com/folkestonehistory 

181. A Town Unearthed http://www.atownunearthed.co.uk 

182. Folkestone People’s History Centre website https://www.facebook.com/folkestonehistory

183. Folkestone Research & Archaeology Group http://www.folkarch.co.uk/index.html

184. Folkestone Research and Archaeology Group website http://www.folkarch.co.uk/index.html

185. Folkestone Decorative & Fine Arts Society http://www.folkestonedfas.org.uk

186. Folkestone Decorative & Fine Arts Society website http://www.folkestonedfas.org.uk/welcome

187. Folkestone Arts Society http://folkestoneartsociety.co.uk

188. Folkestone Classic Film Club http://www.silverscreenfolkestone.com/film-club

189. Folkestone Classic Film Club http://www.silverscreenfolkestone.com/film-club

190. Folkestone Choral Society http://www.folkestonechoralsociety.org

191. Folkestone Choral Society http://www.folkestonechoralsociety.org

192. Folkestone & Hythe Orchestral Society http://www.fhos.co.uk

193. Folkestone & Hythe Orchestral Society http://www.fhos.co.uk/index.php/history

194. Creative Foundation http://www.creativefoundation.org.uk

195. Creative Foundation website http://www.creativefoundation.org.uk

196. Creative Foundation website http://www.creativefoundation.org.uk

197. The Triennial http://www.folkestonetriennial.org.uk

198. Creative Foundation website http://www.folkestonetriennial.org.uk/about-the-folkestone-triennial

199. Triennial Lookout Exhibition map http://www.folkestonetriennial.org.uk/wp-content/themes/triennial2014/images/TRIENNIAL_2014_MAP.pdf

200. Folkestone Festivals http://www.folkestonefestival.org

201. Leas Village Fete http://www.folkestonefestival.org/events/leas-village-fete

202. Strange Cargo http://www.strangecargo.org.uk 

203. Up on the Downs http://uponthedowns.org.uk 
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