
LYDD TOWN COUNCIL 
 
NOTES of a meeting of the CRIME WORKING GROUP held on Tuesday 5th June 2018 
at 11.00am in the Guild Hall Council Chamber 
 
PRESENT: The Town Mayor (ex-officio), Cllr. Mrs C.J. Waters. (Chairman) and Cllrs. Ms V.M. 
Dawson, I.D. Dimmock, Mrs J.E. Jones, Mrs D. McKenna and M.J. Walsh 
Community Warden Joanna Watts,  
Deputy Town Clerk – Mrs M. Weaver 
 
Appointment of Chairman 
RESOLVED: That Cllr. Mrs C. Waters be appointed Chairman for the ensuing year. Proposed 
by Cllr. Dimmock and seconded by Cllr. Ms Dawson. 
 
Apologies: The Deputy Town Clerk apologised that she had not invited Cllr. A. Hills to attend as 
KCC Councillor.  PCSO J. Gorham.  PS10488 Paula Cutter had intended attending but had been 
drawn to an incident on her way from Folkestone and was unable to get to the Guild Hall in time. 
 
Absent: Cllr. D. Hughes. 
 
Meeting Notes 
Resolved: That the notes of the meeting held on the 14th November 2017 be confirmed as a 
correct record.  Proposed by Cllr. Ms Dawson and seconded by Cllr. Dimmock. 
Arising from the minutes   -  
(a) Light-up speeding sign: The Chairman agreed to discuss this with Cllr. Hills (KCC).   
(b) Bikeability: The Chairman reported that the provision of the scheme to provide all primary 
school year 6 children with a new bike and helmet had not been able to be delivered this year for 
various reasons.  The money is still available and Gregor Mutch was now in charge of the scheme 
and vouchers had now been issued to year 6 pupils. 
Mrs McKenna queried the provision of a cycle path from Lydd to New Romney but the Chairman 
said this would be very difficult to deliver.  Recommendations can be made in an effort to improve 
tourism.  Gregor Mutch is keen to do something but wants to deliver the school cycle project first. 
(c) More4Lydd Sport Update: The Chairman reported that because we had not been able to do 
anything by March the money from the Wind Farm had been lost for this year but we should look to 
do something with Tessa and Brian for next year.  Money had been given to get one of the tennis 
courts going but anything to be provided should be linked in with what is being provided by the 
Town Council. Re-vamping of the Tennis Courts comes under the remit of the Town Council 
Amenities Committee. Cllr. Mrs Waters said she will be working to be more open in our approach 
to this and proposed to look at it as a separate item.  Folkestone & Hythe D.C. money is out there 
but it will have to fit in with other items. 
 
Community Warden 
Joanna reported since the last meeting there had been concerns with Coronation Square up-take 
and there had been no activity, the problem all along is that nobody will report anything to the 
police.  She had attended meetings at Folkestone police station and there is also a lack of support 
from them and they are not very pro-active.  They sent a liaison officer for a day to speak to 
residents and all they are able to do was to ask them to report, if they don’t report to the police they 
don’t know it’s happening.  A person replied that they don’t want to bother them but all calls go to a 
call centre so they’re not bothering the police.  It’s a struggle to make people understand.  Things 
are quiet in the town at the moment, something has turned since a resident had a talk with young 
people but we still have to get across to the community that things must be reported.  There had 
been a recent burglary with a vulnerable person involved and she was working on this to help the 
person.  Crime Stoppers can still be contacted on 0800 555 111 
Cllr. Ms Dawson asked if it was retaliation and Joanna replied that it was on some levels. The Vicar 
had mentioned about damage to the Church windows at the Annual Town Meeting but it was 
difficult to prove who did the damage. 
Cllr. Mrs Jones commented that all the young people were now congregating at the new cafe 



Joanna agreed but if they do hang around and cause criminal damage it is a problem. Young 
people responded that they are bored with nothing to do. 
Cllr. Dimmock questioned accountability. 
Cllr. Mrs McKenna commented that it was known some of who did the damage. 
Cllr. Walsh read out a letter he had written to Kent Police on the 3rd December 2017 and there 
were to be 9 new officers coming to the area but how many were there in Lydd.  He said they 
basically put us off and are not prepared to tell us anything.  We will not get anywhere until we get 
a policeman back in the town.  We were warned at the time that the one we had would not be 
replaced and he hasn’t been.  A public meeting at the Hardy Hall had been packed and the 
Inspector in attendance was respected.  We need someone in the town with powers of arrest.  He 
and Cllr. Goddard monitored from the Square for some time, parents were driving off after dropping 
off young people.  We should now write and request our community policeman back. 
Cllr. Mrs Waters said that Cllr. Goddard had also camped in her garden to see who was taking the 
Christmas tree lights. 
Cllr. Ms Dawson queried the alcohol ban in the town and Joanna agreed to look into how active 
this is. There are 2 PC’s working from Lydd Police Station who have powers of arrest but they have 
responsibility from Camber to Folkestone.  There are 2 PCSO Support Officers but they don’t have 
powers of arrest and they’re not interested in youth behaviour, we need someone interested in 
doing pro-active policing.  She said she gets very disheartened when she sees what happens in 
other areas where PCSO’s and the Community Warden’s work together. 
Cllr. Walsh proposed, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Jones, that we write requesting the return of a 
Community Policeman with powers of arrest. 
Cllr. Mrs Waters queried what we as a Council can do to put pressure on the police to get the 
situation resolved, but we have to be realistic on what we can achieve.  She agreed she would talk 
with District Councillors Goddard and Laws and ask for an up-date on the alcohol free zone and if it 
is working.  
There is also the need to get people to report crime and it was agreed to ask the Town Council to 
do a leaflet drop to raise awareness of the need and give details of how to report.  Joanna agreed 
to give details of other leaflets which have been issued, Cllr. Mrs Waters agreed to arrange a 
meeting at the Guild Hall parlour to put one together with Joanna and one or two other members of 
the Group and also to look into the possibility of advertising in The Looker. 
 
CCTV 
The Deputy Town Clerk read an up-date on the CCTV provided by the Town Clerk, as follows:- 
 “At the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on the 12th March the Town Mayor and Town 
Clerk reported on the progress with the CCTV relocation from the Royal Mail in private session as 
Commercially sensitive information was being discussed. 
Following that report the Town Mayor and Town Clerk have attended further site meetings to 
discuss the proposals and to request additional quotes for the work to be carried out.  Some of 
those quotes have been received and another is awaited. 
An email with drawings of the proposals has been sent to Folkestone & Hythe District Council 
Planning Dept. for Planning advice”. 
As all matters relating to CCTV have been discussed in private session without press or public 
present nothing further could be discussed.  A provisional date for the next meeting of the 
Amenities Committee when it would be considered had been fixed for the 18th June. 
 
Photographs submitted by Mr R. Stenning 
Cllr. Mrs Waters said she had been speaking to Mr Stenning after the Council meeting and all is 
well and she was grateful to him for the photo’s he had sent her. Mr Stenning was invited to speak 
about the photo’s, why he had taken them and what had happened.  The photo’s had been taken 
of the camera at the Kebab Shop and showed empty drinks bottles and guttering and drainpipes 
lying around outside the shop and the Hospice shop. 
Cllr. Mrs Waters said they think they know who the young people involved are but it cannot be 
proved. 
Cllr. Mrs McKenna queried discussing with the Kebab Shop if their camera is working. 
Cllr. Mrs Jones said we constantly ask people to report problems but if they don’t there’s not much 
we can do about it. 
 



 
 
Drug Hotspots in Lydd 
Cllr. Dimmock said that people are using the dug-outs at Lindsey Field.  The Football Club manage 
the site and report to the police. 
Cllr. Mrs Jones said that on many occasions when Mandy Kimpton was PCSO and she had her 
shop she reported problems about drugs.  It all comes back to the fact we do not have a dedicated 
officer. 
 
Police Crime Statistics 
Cllr. Mrs Waters said that at the last Council meeting Mr Peter Webb had asked about the 
functions of the Crime Working Group and gave a report on police statistics taken from the 
website.  Everyone was disturbed about these and she had spoken to Mr Webb and the 
Community Warden and she had said that a lot of the items relate to domestic abuse going on 
behind closed doors. 
Cllr. Mrs Waters proposed that she contact Insp. Lawton and the Kent Police Commissioner and 
ask for a meeting specifically to discuss how Kent Police report crime.  Cllr. Mrs KcKenna 
seconded the proposal. 
 
Lydd Town Council Crime, Disorder and Community Policy 
The Deputy Town Clerk reported that the Council works under the guidance provided by Kent 
County Council in line with Section 17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and agreed to provide the 
paperwork for the next meeting of the Group. 
 
Crime Working Group becoming a Committee 
The Deputy Town Clerk said that changes to Committees couldn’t happen until the Annual Meeting 
of the Town Council 
Cllr. Mrs Waters said the Group should have terms of reference which she agreed to discuss with 
the Town Clerk and to also ask for the definition or difference between a Working Group and a 
Committee.  All the Group is trying to do is reduce crime and get community engagement, £5K had 
been agreed for a Parish Plan which will be out for consultation throughout the Parish and we 
should get on with it as soon as possible and report to the Council.  We should also look at sport 
and leisure provision in the whole of the Parish, what we have and how it’s working, and what we 
need to include all people in the Parish. 
Cllr. Walsh proposed, seconded by Cllr. Mrs McKenna, that when the Group becomes a 
Committee it takes responsibility for CCTV.  Cllr. Mrs Jones voted against the proposal. 
 
Next Meeting 
Cllr. Mrs Waters to discuss this with the Town Clerk and whether or not it would be possible to 
have the meetings in the evening.  Also to discuss the possibility of an outside notetaker if was not 
possible for current staff to note the meetings. 


