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Emily Cummins
Clifford, Alastair
Hythe Canal- Reptile receptor site creation
19 February 2021 15:55:11
Hythe Canal- Reptile Receptor Site.docx

Hi Alister,
I do not have the emails for everyone who attended the site meeting on Wednesday. Can you
please forward this email to all concerned.
Following from the site meeting on Wednesday, I have provided a summary of the findings.
During the meeting we selected areas within Hythe Canal that can be enhanced as a reptile
receptor. The areas were chosen for the following reasons:
Ability to enhance habitat quickly
Access for machinery required to clear habitat
Suitability for long term management
From this criteria two areas were identified along Hythe Canal (see attached ). Area A is
approximately 0.44ha, Area B is approximately c.0.45ha, totally c.0.89 ha. The area of suitable
reptile habitat to be removed from Prince’s parade is around c.1.15ha. Therefore, an additional
0.26ha will also need to be provided in addition to the areas we discussed on site.
There has been a change to what was discussed on-site with a requirement to provide the full
reptile compensation [Areas A, B and additional 0.26ha] by July 2021.
Area A scrub and tall ruderal can be cleared before the end of February. However, as there is
significant time constraints, grassland seeding on areas of bare ground [as discussed on site] will
need to be replaced with turf. Turf can become established within four weeks and, therefore will
established by July 2021. This will include the creation of hibernacula and other enhancement
measures.
In Area B, due to the extent of the area and number of trees scrub to be removed it will not be
possible to clear within February / March. This means that it will require considerable more work
to ensure that Area B will be ready for reptile translocation for this year.
To ensure that Area B is ready for reptile translocation, trees and scrub will need to be cleared
by March/ April 2021. If this cannot be done during this time there is significant risk that the
reptile receptor site will not be ready in time. In addition, this will be done during nesting bird
season and therefore will required an ecologist present to mitigate for nesting bird risk.
As with Area A, to ensure that grassland is established before reptile translocation, the area will
need to be turfed. In addition, all hibernacula and other enhancement measure will need to be
in-situ by July 2021.
So, in summary to above, the work required to create reptile receptor site is:
An additional c.0.26ha of habitat to areas already discussed
The clearance of Area A by end of February.
The clearance of Area B [and additional 0.26 ha] by the end of April.
The turfing of areas by April / May (including the maintenance of new turf for up to four
weeks)
The creation of hibernacula and other enhancement measures to be in-situ by July 2021
The measures above are the bare minimum required to provide suitable reptile receptor site.
Can you please confirm whether or not the above measures will be achievable?
During the meeting it was mentioned that contractors did not have availability in February. Do
you know when they next had availability to do this work? The key to this work is the clearance
of trees and scrub. If this cannot be done before April it is unlikely that Hythe Canal can be used
as a reptile receptor site.
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Hi
and Tim,
I have been asked to resend you the letter detailing the Royal Military Canal habitat
improvements for the reptile receptor site. The details have not been amended, however, Phil’s
contact details have now been removed from the letter.
If you intend to make this letter public, may I please ask that you use this version.
Kind regards
Emily
--

Emily Cummins BSc. (Hons) Pg. Dip. Grad CIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk | M:

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.
We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

Project: 5026 - Princes Parade - Implementation Stage (FHDC)
Our Ref: 5026-LLB-CO-Ec-0002

26th February 2021

Royal Military Canal Habitat Improvements: Technical Note.
This note has been provided to provide an outline of the habitat improvement works along the Royal
Military Canal, providing a summary for interested parties of the timings, works involved, why the works
are being conducted and the expected outcomes and benefits of these activities.
Why the works are being conducted?
Three areas along the Royal Military Canal have been selected to receive reptiles that will be translocated
from the development on land along Princes Parade. These areas of the Royal Military Canal already
support a low population of grass snake, however, further work is required to improve the habitat to
ensure that it is suitable to receive an increased number of reptiles.
In order to achieve this, existing areas of tall ruderal habitats and scrub are being cleared to create a
more open complex of habitats. This will break up the solid areas of dense vegetation allowing grassland
to be established between areas of existing scrub, along with habitat piles. Although the primary aim will
be to create suitable reptile habitat, these works will also benefit species such as foraging bats and birds
that utilise the canal corridor by creating a more diverse vegetative structure that will likely improve
invertebrate diversity and provide additional foraging opportunities. The current cover of dense, dark
scrub and tall ruderal habitats provide more limited resources for these species groups.
The Royal Military Canal has been selected as the reptile receptor site based on its proximity to the
development site, to ensure that reptiles stay within the local area. In addition, the new habitats created
along the Royal Military Canal will be managed for wildlife in the long term.
These enhancements will also benefit reptiles already present through the provision of new foraging and
refuge opportunities.
When are the works being carried out and for how long?
Primary vegetation clearance and ground preparation improvement works have already started. These
works are expected to continue across the growing season of 2021, with the initial scrub and ruderal
vegetation removals being conducted between Late February and March 2021. Works have been timed
for this period to minimise the effects on nesting birds later in the season, and clearance works from
March onwards will be preceded by a check for nesting birds.
The works areas for Princes Parade have been split into three areas. These are A, B and C. All three areas
will involve minor ground works using arisings from the works to create log piles, hibernacula and
compost heaps for reptiles that will also benefit other faunal groups.



Area A will involve management actions to create areas of grassland where stands of Alexanders
and other tall ruderal vegetation dominate, with some scrub control.
Area B will involve the greatest extent of change removing a combination of scrub and dead wood
to open this area up to allow for grassland to be established. These works are the most involved
and are expected to extend beyond the completion of preparation works for areas A and B.



Area C will involve a similar process to A, with a combination of limited tree canopy management,
scrub control and ground preparation of existing tall ruderal and grassland areas to improve
habitat conditions. Works to area C are expected to commence on w/c 8th March 2021.

Figure 1, below, shows the locations of work areas A, B and C along the northern edge of the canal.

Once the new areas of habitat have been created in all three areas (A, B and C), future habitat
management will continue as an addition to Folkestone and Hythe District Council’s existing management
programme for the Royal Military Canal.
What will these works entail?
Works in all three areas will comprise teams of people to first clear area of existing vegetation. Once
areas have been suitably cleared and prepared a turf laying will be used to create new grassland areas
between the existing and retained scrub.
This will be most noticeable along section B which has the largest areas of dense scrub. In order to
prepare the grounds over a short period of time, access to these areas will be restricted for the duration
of the works to minimise trampling of the recently turfed grassland in order to help establish the new
habitats created and for health and safety purposes due to the use of machinery needed.
This will include some traffic from transporting equipment, which will be limited with works conducted
during sociable hours only. Disruption is expected to be minimal.
How will this change the site?
Initial works to these areas will appear harsh and destructive, as the necessary ground preparation and
scrub control will appear ugly. However, works have been designed and planned to quickly establish the
new grassland habitat matrix in these locations. The overall impression between the initial works will
appear deleterious, but these works will quickly provide new ecologically important habitats that will be of
significant benefit to wildlife, in addition, allowing more sunlight to reach the northern banks and
providing a more open complex of grassland and scrub. The grassland will initially be allowed to grow tall
to provide the necessary cover for reptiles, with management over later periods creating a mixture of
taller and shorter areas through staggered mowing regimen.
The habitat piles created for reptiles will also initially stand out but will quickly settle in and blend with
the surrounding grassland, scrub and trees.

Yours sincerely,

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist
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Good afternoon,
Thank you for your patience As per our discussions, on behalf of Emily Cummins, please find the ecology technical note for the Military Canal works
Kind regards,
Philip
--

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place Canterbury Kent CT1 1UT | T 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk | M

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.
We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Tim Madden@folkestone-hythe gov uk
Sent: 26 February 2021 10:37
To: Philip Ames ;
Subject: RE: Princes Parade - Reptile Habitat Creation
Philip
You were going to provide a briefing note for our comms per our meeting on Wednesday? If possible could you gat that with me today please
Thanks
Tim
Tim Madden
Director of Transition and Transformation
Folkestone & Hythe District Council,
Civic Centre,
Castle Hill Avenue,
Folkestone Kent CT20 2QY
Mobile:
Email: tim madden@folkestone-hythe gov uk
Website: www folkestone-hythe gov uk
From: Emily Cummins [mailto:emily cummins@lloydbore co uk]
Sent: 23 February 2021 19:22
To: Philip Ames <philip ames@lloydbore co uk>; Clifford, Alastair <Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk>;
<
@hadronconsulting co uk>
Cc: Samuel Durham <samuel durham@lloydbore co uk>; Madden, Tim <Tim Madden@folkestone-hythe gov uk>; Blaszkowicz, Andy <Andy Blaszkowicz@folkestonehythe gov uk>; 5026 - Princes Parade - Implementation Stage <5026-PrincesParade-ImplementationStage@lloydbore onmicrosoft com>
Subject: RE: Princes Parade - Reptile Habitat Creation
Hi Alister
Thank you for your response
I agree that Area B is likely the area that will be the hardest to get ready in time Can you please keep me informed as to the response from the sub-contactors Once we know
when the work can actually be done we can then formulate a plan
I agree with Phil with regard to shading in section C
As I now know the exact area I will take a visit to Hythe Canal during a sunny day and make a note of all the trees and scrub that are blocking the sun to that area It could be
that it will only require minor trimming of the scrub / tree removal on the canal bank
I am reluctant to recommend too much tree and scrub removal in that area as it is a very valuable habitat for Hythe Canal, especially for birds and we want to avoid a robbing
Peter to pay Paul scenario
Kind regards
Emily
--

Emily Cummins BSc. (Hons) Pg. Dip. Grad CIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place Canterbury Kent CT1 1UT | T 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk | M

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.
We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Philip Ames <philip ames@lloydbore co uk>
Sent: 23 February 2021 13:45
To: Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk;

<

@hadronconsulting co uk>

Cc: Samuel Durham <samuel durham@lloydbore co uk>; Tim Madden@folkestone-hythe gov uk; Andy Blaszkowicz@folkestone-hythe gov uk; 5026 - Princes Parade Implementation Stage <5026-PrincesParade-ImplementationStage@lloydbore onmicrosoft com>; Emily Cummins <emily cummins@lloydbore co uk>
Subject: RE: Princes Parade - Reptile Habitat Creation
Hello Alastair,
From what I have seen of the site, C highlighted below could be made to work, although this is less optimal that sections to the east (the other side of A and B) on the slope
Have these parts of the site been scoped out now as unworkable due to the difficulty of access?
For C to be suitable, some of the tree cover will have to be managed as currently this shades a significant portion of the areas we would want direct sunlight rather than
canopy cover, but I believe it is workable
Kind regards,
Philip
--

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place Canterbury Kent CT1 1UT | T 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk | M

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.
We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk <Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk>
Sent: 23 February 2021 10:16
To: Philip Ames <philip ames@lloydbore co uk>
<
@hadronconsulting co uk>
Cc: Samuel Durham <samuel durham@lloydbore co uk>; Tim Madden@folkestone-hythe gov uk; Andy Blaszkowicz@folkestone-hythe gov uk; 5026 - Princes Parade Implementation Stage <5026-PrincesParade-ImplementationStage@lloydbore onmicrosoft com>; Emily Cummins <emily cummins@lloydbore co uk>
Subject: RE: Princes Parade - Reptile Habitat Creation
Good Morning all
A quick email to establish discussion
We will need the go ahead ASAP to start these works
Emily,
and I met on site last week to discuss the project (I have attached Emily s summary email)
We identified some sites that needed minimal work, and sites that would need substantially more
has been on site to identify the other required site (I shall call this C)
Please see map below for locations
Total area required = 1 1 5ha
Area A = 0 44ha = Blue
Area B = 0 45ha = Green
Area C = 0 25ha = Red

Areas A and C require work to remove the Alexanders initially starting as early as tomorrow, and to continue removing as they try to re-establish (initial requirement is to
bring in seasonal staff early for 4 weeks) We feel with this extra resource we can deliver this
Area B is substantially more difficult, and we have our reservations around whether we can deliver it in time In order to prepare the area for turfing we will need to remove
the dead trees, and then flail the shrub to ground level within the next few weeks (we are getting quotes to do this), but contractor availability is a risk Once this is done we
have a little more breathing space to prepare the area for turfing (again getting quotes circa £30,000 just for the turf) Once laid we will need to identify how we will support
the aftercare needed this summer, plenty of watering and man power will be needed for this
Best regards
Alastair Clifford MSc, BEng (Hons)
Operations Manager
Telephone: 01303
Mobile
Folkestone & Hythe District Council, Civic Centre
Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY
Email: alastair clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk
Website: www folkestone-hythe gov uk
Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

Please consider the environment before printing this email
From: Philip Ames [mailto:philip ames@lloydbore co uk]
Sent: 10 February 2021 12:36
To:
<
@hadronconsulting co uk>
Cc: Samuel Durham <samuel durham@lloydbore co uk>; Madden, Tim <Tim Madden@folkestone-hythe gov uk>; Blaszkowicz, Andy <Andy Blaszkowicz@folkestonehythe gov uk>; Clifford, Alastair <Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk>; 5026 - Princes Parade - Implementation Stage <5026-PrincesParadeImplementationStage@lloydbore onmicrosoft com>; Emily Cummins <emily cummins@lloydbore co uk>
Subject: RE: Princes Parade - Reptile Habitat Creation
Hello
,
I can confirm that I will be able to make a Tuesday meeting next week, but I was wondering given the current time pressure if people could actually make a day this week?
Perhaps tomorrow afternoon or Friday afternoon?
Please also find the guidance note I put together along with an rough indication of the areas that will need short-term works
Kind regards,
Philip
--

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Image removed by sender

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place Canterbury Kent CT1 1UT | T 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk | M

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.
We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

Image removed by sender

From:
<
@hadronconsulting co uk>
Sent: 10 February 2021 11:57
To: Philip Ames <philip ames@lloydbore co uk>
Cc: Samuel Durham <samuel durham@lloydbore co uk>
Subject: Princes Parade - Reptile Habitat Creation
Hi Phillip
Many thanks for joining the call
As discussed, could you please circulate a plan showing the location of the works and the note setting out the works required to everyone on the call (email addresses below),
and confirm your availability on the Tuesday to meet with Alastair on site
Tim Madden@folkestone-hythe gov uk
Andy Blaszkowicz@folkestone-hythe gov uk
Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk
Many thanks
Regards

M:

| E:

@hadronconsulting co uk

Hadron Consulting is a limited company registered in England and Wales with registered number 09262653 and VAT registered number 201372852. Hadron Consulting Ltd is authorised and regulated
by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors with registration number 753971. For further information about Hadron Consulting please visit our website at www.hadronconsulting.co.uk.
This message is intended solely for the addressee and may contain confidential information. If you have received this message in error please send it back to us and immediately and permanently
delete it. Do not use copy or disclose the information contained in this message or in any attachments.
Have you heard about Folkestone & Hythe District Council s ‘MyAccount service?
MyAccount allows you to see council information relevant to you. You will be able to find details about your council tax, benefits, refuse collections, planning, building control and ward councillors all
in one place. You will also be able to report Waste & Recycling issues such as missed bins, new/replacement bins, fly tipping and many more.
You can find more information including how to register for MyAccount here -

https://folkestone-hythe gov uk/myaccountinfo
Please consider the Environment before printing this email

Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk
The contents and any attachments of this e-mail message are confidential and intended only for the named addressees. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender immediately by return email and then
delete it from your system. Any unauthorised distribution or copying of this transmission, or misuse or wrongful disclosure of information contained in it, is strictly prohibited. Folkestone & Hythe District Council
cannot accept liability for any statements made which are clearly the sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the council. All email to and from the council may be monitored in accordance with the council's
policies. Folkestone & Hythe District Council is registered with the ICO as a data controller. Our privacy notice at www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/privacy explains how we use and share personal information and protect
your privacy and rights

Have you heard about Folkestone & Hythe District Council s ‘MyAccount service?
MyAccount allows you to see council information relevant to you. You will be able to find details about your council tax, benefits, refuse collections, planning, building control and ward councillors all
in one place. You will also be able to report Waste & Recycling issues such as missed bins, new/replacement bins, fly tipping and many more.
You can find more information including how to register for MyAccount here -

https://folkestone-hythe gov uk/myaccountinfo
Please consider the Environment before printing this email

Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
The contents and any attachments of this e-mail message are confidential and intended only for the named addressees. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender immediately by return email and then
delete it from your system. Any unauthorised distribution or copying of this transmission, or misuse or wrongful disclosure of information contained in it, is strictly prohibited. Folkestone & Hythe District Council
cannot accept liability for any statements made which are clearly the sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the council. All email to and from the council may be monitored in accordance with the council's
policies. Folkestone & Hythe District Council is registered with the ICO as a data controller. Our privacy notice at www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/privacy explains how we use and share personal information and protect
your privacy and rights

Project: 5026 - Princes Parade - Implementation Stage (FHDC)
Our Ref: 5026-LLB-CO-Ec-0002
26th February 2021
Royal Military Canal Habitat Improvements: Technical Note.
This note has been provided to provide an outline of the habitat improvement works along the Royal
Military Canal, providing a summary for interested parties of the timings, works involved, why the works
are being conducted and the expected outcomes and benefits of these activities.
Why the works are being conducted?
Three areas along the Royal Military Canal have been selected to receive reptiles that will be translocated
from the development on land along Princes Parade. These areas of the Royal Military Canal already
support a low population of grass snake, however, further work is required to improve the habitat to
ensure that it is suitable to receive an increased number of reptiles.
In order to achieve this, existing areas of tall ruderal habitats and scrub are being cleared to create a
more open complex of habitats. This will break up the solid areas of dense vegetation allowing grassland
to be established between areas of existing scrub, along with habitat piles. Although the primary aim will
be to create suitable reptile habitat, these works will also benefit species such as foraging bats and birds
that utilise the canal corridor by creating a more diverse vegetative structure that will likely improve
invertebrate diversity and provide additional foraging opportunities. The current cover of dense, dark
scrub and tall ruderal habitats provide more limited resources for these species groups.
The Royal Military Canal has been selected as the reptile receptor site based on its proximity to the
development site, to ensure that reptiles stay within the local area. In addition, the new habitats created
along the Royal Military Canal will be managed for wildlife in the long term.
These enhancements will also benefit reptiles already present through the provision of new foraging and
refuge opportunities.
When are the works being carried out and for how long?
Primary vegetation clearance and ground preparation improvement works have already started. These
works are expected to continue across the growing season of 2021, with the initial scrub and ruderal
vegetation removals being conducted between Late February and March 2021. Works have been timed
for this period to minimise the effects on nesting birds later in the season, and clearance works from
March onwards will be preceded by a check for nesting birds by a suitably experienced ecologist.
The works areas for Princes Parade have been split into three areas. These are A, B and C. All three areas
will involve minor ground works using arisings from the works to create log piles, hibernacula and
compost heaps for reptiles that will also benefit other faunal groups.



Area A will involve management actions to create areas of grassland where stands of Alexanders
and other tall ruderal vegetation dominate, with some scrub control.
Area B will involve the greatest extent of change removing a combination of scrub and dead wood
to open this area up to allow for grassland to be established. These works are the most involved
and are expected to extend beyond the completion of preparation works for areas A and B.



Area C will involve a similar process to A, with a combination of limited tree canopy management,
scrub control and ground preparation of existing tall ruderal and grassland areas to improve
habitat conditions. Works to area C are expected to commence on w/c 8th March 2021.

Figure 1, below, shows the locations of work areas A, B and C along the northern edge of the canal.

Once the new areas of habitat have been created in all three areas (A, B and C), future habitat
management will continue as an addition to Folkestone and Hythe District Council’s existing management
programme for the Royal Military Canal.
What will these works entail?
Works in all three areas will comprise teams of people to first clear area of existing vegetation. Once
areas have been suitably cleared and prepared a turf laying will be used to create new grassland areas
between the existing and retained scrub.
This will be most noticeable along section B which has the largest areas of dense scrub. In order to
prepare the grounds over a short period of time, access to these areas will be restricted for the duration
of the works to minimise trampling of the recently turfed grassland in order to help establish the new
habitats created and for health and safety purposes due to the use of machinery needed.
This will include some traffic from transporting equipment, which will be limited with works conducted
during sociable hours only. Disruption is expected to be minimal.
How will this change the site?
Initial works to these areas will appear harsh and destructive, as the necessary ground preparation and
scrub control will appear ugly. However, works have been designed and planned to quickly establish the
new grassland habitat matrix in these locations. The overall impression between the initial works will
appear deleterious, but these works will quickly provide new ecologically important habitats that will be of
significant benefit to wildlife, in addition, allowing more sunlight to reach the northern banks and
providing a more open complex of grassland and scrub. The grassland will initially be allowed to grow tall
to provide the necessary cover for reptiles, with management over later periods creating a mixture of
taller and shorter areas through staggered mowing regimen.
The habitat piles created for reptiles will also initially stand out but will quickly settle in and blend with
the surrounding grassland, scrub and trees.

Yours sincerely,

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk | M:
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Philip Ames
@hadronconsulting.co.uk
samuel.durham@lloydbore.co.uk; Madden, Tim; Blaszkowicz, Andy; Clifford, Alastair; 5026-PrincesParadeImplementationStage@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com; emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk
RE: Princes Parade - Reptile Habitat Creation
10 February 2021 12:36:18
5026-LLB-CO-Ec-0001 Ecology Letter.docx
princes parade ground works footprint approx.png

Hello
,
I can confirm that I will be able to make a Tuesday meeting next week, but I was wondering given
the current time pressure if people could actually make a day this week? Perhaps tomorrow
afternoon or Friday afternoon?
Please also find the guidance note I put together along with an rough indication of the areas that
will need short-term works.
Kind regards,
Philip
--

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk | M:

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.
We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From:
Sent: 10 February 2021 11:57
To: Philip Ames
Cc: Samuel Durham
Subject: Princes Parade - Reptile Habitat Creation
Hi Phillip.
Many thanks for joining the call.
As discussed, could you please circulate a plan showing the location of the works and the note
setting out the works required to everyone on the call (email addresses below), and confirm your
availability on the Tuesday to meet with Alastair on site.
Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Andy.Blaszkowicz@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Alastair.Clifford@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Many thanks.
Regards

Director

M:

| E:

@hadronconsulting.co.uk

Hadron Consulting is a limited company registered in England and Wales with registered number 09262653 and
VAT registered number 201372852. Hadron Consulting Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Royal Institution
of Chartered Surveyors with registration number 753971. For further information about Hadron Consulting
please visit our website at www.hadronconsulting.co.uk.
This message is intended solely for the addressee and may contain confidential information. If you have
received this message in error, please send it back to us, and immediately and permanently delete it. Do not
use, copy or disclose the information contained in this message or in any attachments.

Project: 5026 - Princes Parade - Implementation Stage (FHDC)
Our Ref: 5026-LLB-CO-Ec-0001

8th January 2021

Ecological Advice Note: Reptile receptor site enhancement north of Royal Military Canal
Enhancement of the receptor areas will need to focus on opening up the areas of scrub on the northern
bank of the canal. The current areas of grassland, beds of Alexanders and areas of other tall ruderal
vegetation that are located in these areas will be challenging to convert into a grassland sward that is
sufficiently tall and dense to provide suitable habitat for receipt of translocated reptiles in the short-term.
This is because a combination of scrub removal and suppression of the existing plants will be needed to
establish grassland in these areas.
To improve the receptor areas for reptiles as promptly as possible in 2021, the below measures will need
to be adopted and implemented. Effective implementation of these measures will ensure that the project
has the best possible chance of securing a viable reptile receptor site in summer 2021, allowing time for
the wider, more challenging habitat enhancement measures to take effect over the next couple of years
and establish a more comprehensive network of good quality reptile habitat.
Rapid habitat enhancement measures, to deliver habitat ASAP, are: •

Cessation of mowing / cutting of all existing grassland areas, so that they increase in height and
sward density to provide suitable reptile cover and foraging habitat.

•

Clearing sections of scrub between the footpath at the top of the northern bank and the edge of
the canal. The bank has a steep profile, which will help discourage public access, with the south
facing aspect close to the canal providing basking opportunities for reptiles.

•

Provision of log and brash shelter piles (at least three) and hibernacula (at least one) using the
arisings from the cleared scrub and earth. These should be turved over to prevent soil being
washed away, while also improving visual aesthetic and providing reptile basking spots.
Note: Shelter piles should be placed so that they receive direct sunlight for most of the day,
profiled so the widest side has a roughly south-facing aspect. These can be either within the
created grassland / open areas or adjacent to the scrub. For the hibernacula, these should be
positioned so they receive direct sunlight for at least part of the day, placed in a position that is
sheltered (out of direct wind) and dug in deep enough that the interior provides frost-free
conditions with several alternative access points.

•

Once sections of scrub have been removed from the northern bank of the canal, these cleared
areas should then be turved to quickly establish grassland cover on the slopes. This will require
careful planning and use of suitable means of securing turf to the embankment.

•

A post and wire fence to the top of the bank to further deter access to the canal bank slope but
still provide a point of access for annual maintenance (strimming due to incline of the bank).

•

Selective removal of scrub from the top of the northern bank to allow more light to reach the
enhancement areas behind.

•

Short-term enhancement to the beds of alexanders, by clearing small areas to ground level and
controlling encroachment of tall ruderal vegetation around existing grassland remnants on the
northern side of the canal (mirroring sections of cleared scrub at the top of the bank).

•

Once selected sections of scrub are removed from the top of the canal bank to allow greater
amounts of light to reach the areas behind, this will allow for second stage enhancements such as
establishing a shade tolerant grassland. Detail of these other habitat measures are provided
below.

Note: All scrub clearance should be completed in February 2021, ahead of bird nesting season, if
possible. After the end of February, nesting bird constraints are likely to limit the scope for
enhancement, which would introduce a significant risk for the project timeline.
Other required habitat enhancement measures:
To establish new areas of grassland suitable for reptiles within the receptor areas, a combined approach
will be required - removing the current existing vegetation through mowing and then raking to remove
the arisings, before sowing the cleared areas with grass seed. The seed mixture will need to contain
tussock forming grass species that have a degree of shade tolerance, so a woodland grass and forb seed
mixture would have the best chance of successful establishment.
For areas currently dominated by tall ruderal vegetation, existing vegetation will need to be cut to ground
level, before raking and then tilling the soil to create a bed for which a suitable seed mix can be sown in
late summer / autumn. This work will have to be combined with some management of the shading scrub
- to help limit the dominance of shade tolerant tall ruderal plants. Once the seed mix has been sown, it
will be necessary to regularly mow the new grassland areas to prevent the regrowth of tall ruderal plants,
which would otherwise outcompete the newly establishing grassland. Depending on the level of public
disturbance, temporary fencing may be necessary to deter trampling while the grassland establishes.
A similar protocol can be used for the sloping canal banks, first removing additional scrub (outside of the
areas already cleared in spring 2021) to ground level and then preparing the ground so a combination of
turf bands and seed can be sown (also in late summer and autumn). Careful thought will need to be
given to how best to arrange turf bands and seeded areas, to minimise the risk of soil and seed runoff
during periods of heavy rainfall. Once the scrub has been removed, it will be necessary to remove
colonising scrub and regrowth at least annually to halt linear successional processes from reverting these
areas back to scrub over the long term.
Where possible, it is recommended that open positions should be selected ahead of time to provide
ponds. The canal provides poor breeding habitat for most amphibians (although still suitable for toads)
due to the presence of large fish. Providing fish-free ponds will allow other amphibian species such as
common frog and smooth newt a suitable breeding location, thus improving the range of prey species
available to grass snakes. This would be a very valuable additional reptile enhancement measure and
should be included to help maximise the value of habitats created for reptiles.
Ponds should be created to deliver a significant enhancement for grass snake. Ponds should have a
natural sloping profile and contain deeper sections that will not freeze in lower temperatures. As with the
habitat piles described in the section above, the created waterbodies would need to be at least partially
open to the sun to ensure that sufficient sunlight reaches the pond margins – which will help encourage
vigorous growth of aquatic plants and marginal vegetation. This will provide favourable conditions for
amphibian larval development, which will in turn provide additional prey resources for grass snake.
Monitoring habitat establishment
To maximise the chances of success, the receptor areas will need to be very carefully monitored as they
establish, so that changes in management can be made as necessary.
The above works will need to be undertaken under an ecological watching brief, and the project ecologist
will provide on-site guidance as required.

Summary of most urgent actions
The following actions will need to be completed as soon as possible and should be considered the most
urgent priorities for the reptile receptor site enhancement programme: •

Cease mowing of all grassland areas;

•

Remove scrub and tall ruderal vegetation (scrub removal is the first priority due to bird nesting
risk) from areas where grassland is to be created;

•

Determine locations for log / brash shelter piles and hibernaculum; and

•

Determine suitable location for waterbodies, so that the creation of these waterbodies can be
planned and undertaken asap in 2021, to allow pond vegetation to start to establish within 2021.

It is suggested that a site meeting between the project ecologist and the Council / habitat contractor
should be undertaken ASAP, to plan enhancement actions in the field.
As we are now already well into February, and the typical main bird nesting season commences in March,
it is essential that the required scrub removal works are undertaken ASAP and before close of February.
Yours sincerely,

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk | M:

o
o

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.

We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Emily Cummins
philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk; Clifford, Alastair;
@hadronconsulting.co.uk
samuel.durham@lloydbore.co.uk; Madden, Tim; Blaszkowicz, Andy; 5026-PrincesParade-ImplementationStage@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com
RE: Princes Parade - Reptile Habitat Creation
23 February 2021 19:21:51
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Hi Alister
Thank you for your response
I agree that Area B is likely the area that will be the hardest to get ready in time Can you please keep me informed as to the response from the sub-contactors Once we
know when the work can actually be done we can then formulate a plan
I agree with Phil with regard to shading in section C
As I now know the exact area I will take a visit to Hythe Canal during a sunny day and make a note of all the trees and scrub that are blocking the sun to that area It could be
that it will only require minor trimming of the scrub / tree removal on the canal bank
I am reluctant to recommend too much tree and scrub removal in that area as it is a very valuable habitat for Hythe Canal, especially for birds and we want to avoid a robbing
Peter to pay Paul scenario
Kind regards
Emily
--

Emily Cummins BSc. (Hons) Pg. Dip. Grad CIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place Canterbury Kent CT1 1UT | T 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk | M

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.
We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Philip Ames
Sent: 23 February 2021 13:45
To: Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk;
Cc: Samuel Durham ; Tim Madden@folkestone-hythe gov uk; Andy Blaszkowicz@folkestone-hythe gov uk; 5026 - Princes Parade - Implementation Stage <5026PrincesParade-ImplementationStage@lloydbore onmicrosoft com>; Emily Cummins
Subject: RE: Princes Parade - Reptile Habitat Creation
Hello Alastair,
From what I have seen of the site, C highlighted below could be made to work, although this is less optimal that sections to the east (the other side of A and B) on the slope
Have these parts of the site been scoped out now as unworkable due to the difficulty of access?
For C to be suitable, some of the tree cover will have to be managed as currently this shades a significant portion of the areas we would want direct sunlight rather than
canopy cover, but I believe it is workable
Kind regards,
Philip
--

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place Canterbury Kent CT1 1UT | T 01227 464 340
www lloydbore co uk | E philip ames@lloydbore co uk | M

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.
We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk <Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk>
Sent: 23 February 2021 10:16
To: Philip Ames <philip ames@lloydbore co uk>;
<
@hadronconsulting co uk>
Cc: Samuel Durham <samuel durham@lloydbore co uk>; Tim Madden@folkestone-hythe gov uk; Andy Blaszkowicz@folkestone-hythe gov uk; 5026 - Princes Parade Implementation Stage <5026-PrincesParade-ImplementationStage@lloydbore onmicrosoft com>; Emily Cummins <emily cummins@lloydbore co uk>
Subject: RE: Princes Parade - Reptile Habitat Creation
Good Morning all
A quick email to establish discussion
We will need the go ahead ASAP to start these works
Emily,
and I met on site last week to discuss the project (I have attached Emily s summary email)
We identified some sites that needed minimal work, and sites that would need substantially more
has been on site to identify the other required site (I shall call this C)
Please see map below for locations
Total area required = 1 1 5ha
Area A = 0 44ha = Blue
Area B = 0 45ha = Green
Area C = 0 25ha = Red

Andy Blaszkowicz@folkestone-hythe gov uk
Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk
Many thanks
Regards

M:

| E:

@hadronconsulting co uk

Hadron Consulting is a limited company registered in England and Wales with registered number 09262653 and VAT registered number 201372852 Hadron Consulting Ltd is authorised and regulated
by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors with registration number 753971 For further information about Hadron Consulting please visit our website at www hadronconsulting co uk
This message is intended solely for the addressee and may contain confidential information If you have received this message in error, please send it back to us, and immediately and permanently
delete it Do not use, copy or disclose the information contained in this message or in any attachments
Have you heard about Folkestone & Hythe District Council’s ‘MyAccount’ service?
MyAccount allows you to see council information relevant to you You will be able to find details about your council tax, benefits, refuse collections, planning, building control and ward councillors all
in one place You will also be able to report Waste & Recycling issues such as missed bins, new/replacement bins, fly tipping and many more
You can find more information including how to register for MyAccount here -

https://folkestone-hythe gov uk/myaccountinfo
Please consider the Environment before printing this email

Alastair Clifford@folkestone-hythe gov uk
The contents and any attachments of this e-mail message are confidential and intended only for the named addressees. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender immediately by return email and then
delete it from your system. Any unauthorised distribution or copying of this transmission, or misuse or wrongful disclosure of information contained in it, is strictly prohibited. Folkestone & Hythe District Council
cannot accept liability for any statements made which are clearly the sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the council. All email to and from the council may be monitored in accordance with the council's
policies. Folkestone & Hythe District Council is registered with the ICO as a data controller. Our privacy notice at www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/privacy explains how we use and share personal information and protect
your privacy and rights

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Samuel Durham
@hadronconsulting.co.uk; matt.shillito@tibbalds.co.uk;
@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com; Madden, Tim;
emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk; philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk
RE: Princes Parade ecology/ground investigations draft letter
19 January 2021 12:15:28
5612 LP letter 012021.docx
5026 Princes Parade - Accelerated Ecology Implementation Timeline Summary.ods

Hi Matt,
No comments from me. The Letter covers all key ecology points discussed in what I would
consider to be an appropriate level of detail for its intended purpose.
Please find attached a simplified (‘Summary’) ecology timeline to accompany the letter.
and Matt, before submission can you re-check the attached timeline and ensure that you are
happy that the timeframes given are workable from a wider planning and project management.
Any questions, please do just ask.
Financial info to follow later today (possibly after COP).
Please could my colleagues Emily and Phil (cc’d) be added to the project distribution.
Kind regards,
Sam
--

Samuel Durham BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Head of Ecology

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: samuel.durham@lloydbore.co.uk | M:

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.
We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From:
Sent: 18 January 2021 12:49
To: Matt Shilito ; Samuel Durham ;
Cc: Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Subject: RE: Princes Parade ecology/ground investigations draft letter
Hi Matt
No comments from me. I’ve copied in Tim Madden so he has sight of this as well.
Regards

M:

| E:

@hadronconsulting.co.uk

Hadron Consulting is a limited company registered in England and Wales with registered number 09262653 and
VAT registered number 201372852. Hadron Consulting Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Royal Institution
of Chartered Surveyors with registration number 753971. For further information about Hadron Consulting

please visit our website at www.hadronconsulting.co.uk.
This message is intended solely for the addressee and may contain confidential information. If you have
received this message in error, please send it back to us, and immediately and permanently delete it. Do not
use, copy or disclose the information contained in this message or in any attachments.

From: Matt Shillito <matt.shillito@tibbalds.co.uk>
Sent: 18 January 2021 10:42
To:
<
@hadronconsulting.co.uk>; Samuel Durham
<samuel.durham@lloydbore.co.uk>;
<
@otterpoolpark.org>
Subject: Princes Parade ecology/ground investigations draft letter
Hi
, Sam and
Please see the attached draft letter dealing with the points we discussed with the planners last
week.
Sam - please could you check my description and timing of the advance ecological works against
the simplified programme that you’re preparing.
- I’ve incorporated your text on the ground investigations but let me know if you have
any comments on the letter.
- welcome your comments too.
Thanks
Matt
Matt Shillito
Director
for Tibbalds Planning and Urban Design Ltd
mobile:
office: 020 7089 2121
e-mail: matt.shillito@tibbalds.co.uk
website: www.tibbalds.co.uk
Address: 19 Maltings Place, 169 Tower Bridge Road, London, SE1 3JB
Appointed to the Homes England Multidisciplinary Panel: https://tibbaldscampbellreithjv.com/
This e-mail transmission is strictly confidential and intended solely for the recipient. It may contain information which is
covered by legal, professional or other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you must not use, disclose,
disseminate, copy or print its contents.
Whilst all reasonable means have been used by Tibbalds to ensure that this e-mail message and attachments do not
contain viruses we accept no liability for any loss or damage arising out of or in connection with the receipt or use of
them.
Please consider the environment before printing this email.

New London Awards 2019, Winner - Housing category - Marklake Court, Southwark
RIBA National Award and London Award 2019, Winner - Brentford Lock West, Keelson Gardens,
Hounslow
Urban Design Awards 2019, Finalist - Land at Manydown, Basingstoke
RTPI Awards for Planning Excellence 2018, Commended – Excellence in Planning for Homes –
Bourne Estate Regeneration, Camden
Urban Design Awards 2018, Finalist - Northstowe Design Code
IMCL Honor Award 2018, Winner - VeloCity, strategic approach to growth and placemaking along
the Oxford to Cambridge corridor

?? January 2021
Development Management Manger
Folkestone and Hythe District Council

By email

Dear

Princes Parade: Advance Ecological and Ground Investigation Works
Further to our recent meeting, I’m writing to outline the advance ecological
and ground investigation works that our clients Folkestone and Hythe
District Council Strategic Development Projects intend to undertake this year
in connection with the Princes Parade planning permission (ref
Y17/1042/SH). The purpose of this letter is to seek confirmation from you on
how these works relate to the timing of the discharge of the various precommencement conditions attached to the planning permission.
I have attached a programme prepared by Lloyd Bore which sets out the
proposed timing and sequencing of the ecological works and the discharge
of the pre-commencement conditions related to ecology.
The points discussed at our meeting that we are seeking to confirm are set
out below.
Condition 17 in relation to off-site habitat clearance / enhancement works
The programme requires some off-site habitat clearance and enhancement
works to be undertaken in February 2021. These involve the removal of
scrub and ruderal vegetation north of the Royal Military Canal to create
enhanced habitat which will in due course receive reptiles translocated from
the development site.
These works cannot be undertaken later than the end of February, due to: A)
the timeframe required for subsequent reptile habitat establishment, and B)
the likely extensive presence of nesting birds from March onwards - which
would limit scrub clearance and the project's ability to deliver sufficient
additional reptile habitat in time.
We discussed the timing of these works in relation to the discharge of
Condition 17, which states:
“Prior to the commencement of any habitat clearance works in relation
to the development hereby permitted, a habitat creation plan shall be
submitted to and have been approved in writing by the Local Planning
Authority. The habitat creation plan shall clearly set out the habitats
which will be created within any relevant phase or sub-phase of the
development hereby permitted. The approved plan shall inform the
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overarching Ecological Method Statement that is required to address
Condition 16 of the planning permission and shall be incorporated into
that document. Any habitat clearance works within any relevant phase
or sub-phase shall only occur in accordance with the approved details.”
At our meeting we agreed that Condition 17 relates to on-site habitat
clearance works and therefore it does not need to be discharged prior to
carrying out the works to the north of the Royal Military Canal, as they are
off-site and outside the redline boundary of the planning application.
Conditions 15, 16 and 17 in relation to on-site ecological works
You will note from the programme that a series of on-site ecological works,
including installation of a reptile exclusion fence, reptile translocation,
badger sett closure and final site clearance are to be carried out from June
to December 2021. These works will trigger Condition 15 (Preliminary
Ecological Appraisal), Condition 16 (Ecological Method Statement) and
Condition 17 (habitat clearance) and as such our clients intend to submit
material to discharge these conditions in April.
Pre-commencement conditions in relation to ground investigations
Intrusive ground investigations are required across the site (within the
redline) to better understand the existing ground conditions and to inform
the response to Condition 25. This will include trial holes, boreholes, gas
monitoring and soakaways and require existing vegetation and scrub to be
removed to facilitate access for the machinery that will carry out the work.
This clearance work will be carried out under the watching brief of a suitably
qualified ecologist and final locations for the ground investigations will be
amended to avoid any sensitive ecology, such as nesting birds, reptiles and
badgers. These works are planned for March and April 2021.
At our meeting we agreed that neither the ground investigation works nor
the ecological works constitute “commencement of development” under
Section 56 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and therefore they
do not trigger the need to discharge the other (non-ecological) precommencement conditions attached to the planning permission.
I hope that the above and attached provide sufficient information for you to
confirm the points discussed at our meeting and look forward to hearing
from you. In the meantime, should you require anything further please don’t
hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely
For Tibbalds Planning and Urban Design
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Matt Shillito
Director
matt.shillito@tibbalds.co.uk
Direct dial:
enc
cc
, Folkestone and Hythe District Council
Tim Madden, Folkestone and Hythe District Council
Folkestone and Hythe District Council
, Hadron Consulting
Samuel Durham, Lloyd Bore
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Action
Update ecological constraints walkover by Lloyd Bore ecologist.
Cessation of grass mowing within reptile receptor areas.
Site investigation works with ecological watching brief by Lloyd Bore Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW).
Vegetation clearance and reduction north of Royal Military Canal, to enhance areas for reptiles, under ECoW watching brief and guidance.
Enhancement of reptile receptor areas (grass seeding and fencing off seeded areas).
Ongoing, intensive aftercare of reptile receptor areas by Council / contractor (and monitoring by ECoW).
Update badger survey to inform Natural England licence application and discharge of Planning Condition 17.
Production and submission of documents to address Conditions 15, 16, 17, 18 and 47. Ecologist input to work to address Condition 26.
Target timeframe for discharge of Conditions 15, 16, 17, 18 and 47.
Submission of badger licence application to Natural England (if required based on results of 2020 update sett survey).
Installation of reptile exclusion fence along development site boundaries under ECoW watching brief.
Reptile translocation by ECoW.
Destructive search of cleared reptile trapping areas, under ECoW watching brief (outside of badger sett buffer zones).
Target timing for grant of badger mitigation licence by Natural England (if required based on results of 2020 update sett survey).
Creation of compensatory badger sett on site (if required based on results of 2020 update sett survey).
Badger sett closure works (if required based on results of 2020 update sett survey).
Final site clearance of any remaining low ecological constraint areas, under guidance / watching brief from ECoW.

Jan

Feb

March

April

May

June

2021
July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

From:
To:
Cc:

Samuel Durham

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

3609-PrincesParadeHythe@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com; 5026-PrincesParadeImplementationStage@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com;
@hadronconsulting.co.uk
RE: Prince"s Parade
28 July 2020 20:39:31
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Hi
,
Just checking in to see if there has been any progress with Princes Parade?
If there is a likelihood / reasonable chance that the site preparation works could be commenced
next year, it would be worth getting on with the reptile receptor site preparation this autumn /
winter to ensure we have a usable reptile receptor site within 2021.
Thought it was worth flagging this now, but I am fully aware that all bets are off until the decision
of the JR substantive hearing is announced!
I hope you’re keeping well. Are you guys still working from home?
Kind regards,
Sam
--

Samuel Durham BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Head of Ecology

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: samuel.durham@lloydbore.co.uk | M:

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.
We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Samuel Durham
Sent: 04 May 2020 13:31
To:
@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Cc: 3609 - Princes Parade Hythe <3609-PrincesParadeHythe@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com>; 5026
- Princes Parade - Implementation Stage <5026-PrincesParadeImplementationStage@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com>;
Subject: RE: Prince's Parade
Hi
,
Thanks for the update. Fingers crossed for a positive outcome.
Yes, the daily exercise is definitely helping to preserve my sanity!
Kind regards,
--

Samuel Durham BSc (Hons) MCIEEM

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Emily Cummins
Madden, Tim
5026-PrincesParade-ImplementationStage@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com
RE: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
08 March 2021 17:22:03
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Hi Tim,
In regards to legal status of nesting birds, all nesting birds are afforded legal protection by the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). This includes the following:
Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird;
Intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use of being
built;
Intentionally take or destroy the egg of any wild bird.
The risks listed above can be mitigated for during nesting bird season through a nesting bird
check undertaken by a suitable experienced ecologist. This will likely be required throughout the
tree / scrub removal. In addition, if a nest is found the nest and vegetation buffer around the nest
should be left until the bird has fledged.
The habitat destruction statement in the email below is likely referring to law pertained to
Species listed on Schedule 1 of the Act are also afforded protection from disturbance whilst
nesting. The Schedule 1 species list is extensive, so I won’t include it. However, it include
species such as birds of prey, gulls and kingfisher and certain duck species. I am confident that
Schedule 1 birds are not nesting areas along Hythe canal due to be cleared. However, if there are
concerns raised then an ecologist can go on to site to do a check.
Please let me know if you need me to provide anything further.
Kind regards
Emily
--

Emily Cummins BSc. (Hons) Pg. Dip. Grad CIEEM

Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk | M:

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.

We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Sent: 08 March 2021 16:25
To: Emily Cummins
Subject: FW: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
Tim Madden
Director of Transition and Transformation
Folkestone & Hythe District Council,

Hythe Rural
Douglas.Wade@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Tel. FHDC - 01303 853000
The contents and any attachments of this e-mail message are confidential and intended only for the named
addressees. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender immediately by return email and then
delete it from your system. Any unauthorised distribution or copying of this transmission, or misuse or wrongful
disclosure of information contained in it, is strictly prohibited. Folkestone & Hythe District Council cannot
accept liability for any statements made which are clearly the sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of
the council. All email to and from the council may be monitored in accordance with the council's policies
Have you heard about Folkestone & Hythe District Council’s ‘MyAccount’ service?
MyAccount allows you to see council information relevant to you. You will be able to find details about your
council tax, benefits, refuse collections, planning, building control and ward councillors all in one place. You
will also be able to report Waste & Recycling issues such as missed bins, new/replacement bins, fly tipping and
many more.
You can find more information including how to register for MyAccount here -

https://folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/myaccountinfo
Please consider the Environment before printing this email

Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
The contents and any attachments of this e-mail message are confidential and intended only for the named addressees. If
you have received it in error, please advise the sender immediately by return email and then delete it from your system.
Any unauthorised distribution or copying of this transmission, or misuse or wrongful disclosure of information contained
in it, is strictly prohibited. Folkestone & Hythe District Council cannot accept liability for any statements made which are
clearly the sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the council. All email to and from the council may be
monitored in accordance with the council's policies. Folkestone & Hythe District Council is registered with the ICO as a
data controller. Our privacy notice at www folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/privacy explains how we use and share personal
information and protect your privacy and rights
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Yes, the key point is that works have been and will continue to be carried out using suitable and
appropriate caution for the existing wildlife- which is why we as professional ecologists have
been instructed to provide guidance on these activities.
Kind regards,
Philip
--

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk | M:

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.

We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Sent: 15 March 2021 16:47
To: Philip Ames
Subject: RE: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
Philip
Many thanks for this. Looks pretty comprehensive to me. Presumably the guidance will be more
relevant when the site investigation works start next week?
Tim
Tim Madden
Director of Transition and Transformation
Folkestone & Hythe District Council,
Civic Centre,
Castle Hill Avenue,
Folkestone Kent. CT20 2QY
Mobile:
Email: tim.madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Website: www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
From: Philip Ames [mailto:philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk]
Sent: 15 March 2021 16:35
To: Madden, Tim <Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>
Cc: 5026 - Princes Parade - Implementation Stage <5026-PrincesParadeImplementationStage@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com>; Emily Cummins

<emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
Hello Tim,
My comments to add to Emily’s regarding the councillors queries. If you feel there is a point I
have missed, just ping me back.
The guidance provided is in relation to developments where habitat is permanently lost and
replaced by buildings or other land use. The works to the north of the canal is habitat
enhancement to improve the structure and diversity of the habitats present and is not the
wholesale removal of habitat in order to build in this location. The guidance is correct in
highlighting that the typical bird nesting season is between March and August, but it is just that,
guidance in the absence of other ecological advice: which is why vegetation was checked prior to
removal. Providing no active nests are removed, there is no offence or restriction to vegetation
removal at any time of year including during the typical nesting period if no nests are present
within the vegetation being removed.
Emily’s comments regarding disturbance to the two schedule 1 bird species holds up in this
regard.
Grass snakes have high dispersal rates and are not reliant on the immediate vicinity as their sole
habitat provision. Both the limited extent of the vegetation management and the period these
works are being conducted are what would be expected to have minimal effect on the species.
March is outside of the expected active season for gras snake and so unlikely to be encountered.
In the highly unlikely event a grass snake was present within the works area, they are mobile
enough to disperse out of the effected areas into adjacent sections of vegetation on the canal.
These works are primarily designed to benefit reptiles including grass snake and so are overall
beneficial.
Kind regards,
Philip
--

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk | M:

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.

We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk <Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>
Sent: 15 March 2021 16:06
To: Philip Ames <philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk>
Subject: FW: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
Philip
Per our conversation, attached on the email trail below ae an email from 1. Cllr Wade (at the
bottom) and then from Cllr Treloar together with Emily’s comments. In particular Cllr Wade
references the government guidance. I will also forward you one further email with some more
queries (which Emily has not seen) with a query about slow worms. Any information you could
give for me to add to the response would be extremely helpful
Many thanks
Tim
Tim Madden

Director of Transition and Transformation
Folkestone & Hythe District Council,
Civic Centre,
Castle Hill Avenue,
Folkestone Kent. CT20 2QY
Mobile:
Email: tim.madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Website: www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
From: Emily Cummins [mailto:emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk]
Sent: 11 March 2021 17:06
To: Madden, Tim <Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>
Cc: Samuel Durham <samuel.durham@lloydbore.co.uk>; 5026 - Princes Parade Implementation Stage <5026-PrincesParade-ImplementationStage@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com>
Subject: RE: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
Hi Tim,
As you requested, please see my response to Cllr Georgina Treloar queries:
Schedule 1 bird species, which include Cetti’s warbler and kingfisher, are protected from
disturbance whilst nesting.
No surveys were undertaken specifically for Cetti’s warbler prior to works in early March as
Cetti’s warbler breed from mid-June, therefore nest are not yet present within the habitat.
Tree work will not be undertaken during the Cetti’s warbler breeding season, therefore, risk of
disturbance to Cetti’s warbler are negligible.
Hythe Royal Military Canal still supports ample nesting habitat for Cetti’s warbler present within
the local area.
Kingfisher build there nesting tunnels within steep banks close to the water surface. The works
on Royal Military Canal was not done in suitable kingfisher nesting habitat and therefore
kingfisher surveys are not required.
In addition, kingfisher breed late-March or early April. Kingfisher surveys are undertaken in
June. Kingfisher surveys should not be undertaken outside of the recommended survey season as
this would be considered bad practice.
All ecological works currently being undertaken has been approved by ecologist within the KCC
Ecology advice service during the planning process.
Lloyd Bore have requested that my contact details are not included in any responses.
If you require any further details in regards to ecology please let me know. I am happy to help.
Kind regards
Emily
--

Emily Cummins BSc. (Hons) Pg. Dip. Grad CIEEM

Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk | M:

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.

We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk <Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>
Sent: 11 March 2021 11:53

To: Emily Cummins <emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk>
Subject: FW: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
Tim Madden
Director of Transition and Transformation
Folkestone & Hythe District Council,
Civic Centre,
Castle Hill Avenue,
Folkestone Kent. CT20 2QY
Mobile:
Email: tim.madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Website: www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
From: Treloar, Georgina Cllr
Sent: 11 March 2021 10:01
To: Wade, Douglas Cllr <Douglas.Wade@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Priest, Susan
<Susan.Priest@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>
Cc:
<
@kent.police.uk>; Whybrow, Lesley
Cllr <Lesley.Whybrow@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Martin, Jim Cllr <Jim.Martin@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>; Wing, John Cllr <John.Wing@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Prater, Tim Cllr
<Tim.Prater@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Meade, Jackie Cllr <Jackie.Meade@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>; Madden, Tim <Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Monk, David Cllr
<David.Monk@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Godfrey, David Cllr <David.Godfrey@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981

Hello all
Yes, I would really like to see documentation for the survey work carried out. Though I
was told by officers when I met them on site yesterday that there is none, because they
didn't do it.
I'm particularly concerned that adequate survey work was not completed on the day to
check the canal for two birds listed under Schedule 1: Kingfishers and Cetti's Warblers.
Where is the documentation of survey work on the day of works that shows these birds
weren't nesting near the work? Cetti's warblers are known to exist along that stretch of the
canal.
From Gov.uk:
For these bird species it’s also an offence to do the following, either intentionally or by not
taking enough care:
- disturb them while they’re nesting, building a nest, in or near a nest that contains their
young
- disturb their dependent young
- You could get an unlimited fine and up to 6 months in prison for each offence if you’re
found guilty.
These activities can affect wild birds, particularly during breeding season:
- trimming or cutting trees, bushes, hedges and rough vegetation
- renovating, converting or demolishing a building
- creating disturbance, eg noise, lighting and vibration
Where is the documentation that shows that these Schedule 1 birds were adequately
surveyed on this stretch of the canal both before and on the day of the work? To check
properly, surely the ecologist would have had to hire a canoe. Did this happen?
Regards

Georgina
Cllr Georgina Treloar
Hythe Ward, Green Party
Mob:
Email: georgina.treloar@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Please consider the climate crisis and the 6th mass extinction before printing this email.
From: Wade, Douglas Cllr
Sent: 10 March 2021 23:34:43
To: Priest, Susan
Cc:
; Whybrow, Lesley Cllr; Martin, Jim Cllr; Treloar,
Georgina Cllr; Wing, John Cllr; Prater, Tim Cllr; Meade, Jackie Cllr; Madden, Tim; Monk,
David Cllr; Godfrey, David Cllr
Subject: Re: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981

Dear Dr Priest,
Thank you very much for your response and assurances.
I note, in particular, your assurance that: "Prior to the works taking place on the canal, the area

was checked for any nesting birds. "

I find this most surprising as Council workers at the site assured me that no such survey had been
undertaken and that they were merely carrying out an ad hoc inspection as they went along.
Perhaps you wouldn't mind telling me when the survey was carried out and by whom. I'm sure
you will also want to share that survey with Councillors and Police to reassure them.
I also note that Guidance from Natural England and the Department for Environment, Food &
Rural Affairs for local planning authorities, which you can read here:
https://www.gov.uk/.../wild-birds-surveys-and-mitigation...

Wild birds: surveys and
mitigation for development
projects - GOV.UK
www.gov.uk
Standing advice for local planning
authorities to assess the impacts of
development on wild birds.

clearly states that you are required to:
"ASSESS THE IMPACTS
Assess the impacts this development would have on wild birds if no mitigation measures were
planned. Impacts to consider include:
-damaging or removing breeding sites
-disturbing birds and their young - this is an offence for certain birds
-removing vegetation and changing habitats

First, consider whether the development could be done differently to avoid affecting birds, eg by:
- siting the development away from breeding birds
- avoiding parts of the site
- doing works at a different time of year. NO WORKS SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN IN THE
BREEDING SEASON (MARCH TO AUGUST)
- ensuring important habitats are protected and maintained
- remove habitat features when they are not being used by birds, eg remove habitat before
nesting season
- Provide replacements for any nesting sites you remove, such as:
- nest boxes...
- creating new habitats"
Please can you explain, therefore, why you ignored the guidance, sited above, that, "NO
WORKS SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN IN THE BREEDING SEASON (MARCH TO
AUGUST)"?
If no proper survey was undertaken and you are unable to inform me who undertook it and when
or provide me with a copy of the assessment, perhaps you will accept that you did disregard
Governmental Guidance and that therefore a Wildlife Crime may have been committed.
You assure me, for example, that no Schedule 1 birds were nesting along the area of the canal
bank that was cleared. But how do you know that if no proper survey was conducted?
As I informed you previously, I am keeping Police and the RSPB informed of this matter and
will pass on to them any such evidence as you are able to provide that there was not a deliberate
breach of the Law and of Government Regulation in this instance.
Yours,

Councillor Doug Wade

Hythe Rural
Douglas.Wade@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Tel. FHDC - 01303 853000
The contents and any attachments of this e-mail message are confidential and intended only for the named
addressees. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender immediately by return email and then
delete it from your system. Any unauthorised distribution or copying of this transmission, or misuse or wrongful
disclosure of information contained in it, is strictly prohibited. Folkestone & Hythe District Council cannot
accept liability for any statements made which are clearly the sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of
the council. All email to and from the council may be monitored in accordance with the council's policies

From: Priest, Susan
Sent: 10 March 2021 10:42:27
To: Wade, Douglas Cllr
Cc:
; Whybrow, Lesley Cllr; Martin, Jim Cllr; Treloar,
Georgina Cllr; Wing, John Cllr; Prater, Tim Cllr; Fuller, Gary Cllr; Meade, Jackie Cllr; Madden,
Tim; Monk, David Cllr; Godfrey, David Cllr
Subject: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
Dear Cllr Wade
Thank you for your email and apologies for the slight delay in responding as it has been a busy
week. I am aware of local concerns expressed to the on-site team directly and reported by email.
I was also on site both last Friday and Monday and managed to speak, albeit briefly, with a few
residents.
I take from your email that you believe that the Council is acting illegally both in terms of the
works being undertaken, and the timing of such works. Following advice from the team and our
professional consultants I am pleased to confirm, and can offer reassurance, that both these
assertions are incorrect and your concerns are unfounded. I also note the replies you have
received from
.

It is a planning requirement (which has been tested extensively through the courts) that ecology
works are monitored by specialist ecologists for the entire Princes Parade project. The Council
has appointed Lloyd Bore consultancy to oversee the required works and they will advise us and
monitor that the appropriate provisions have been made as the project progresses.
Lloyd Bore provided the original submission for the planning application and have also advised
on the current works. Their documents for both these aspects can be found on the Princes Parade
section of the Council’s web site which has been recently update to make it easier for interested
parties to view the available information. I hope it is reassuring for you to know that Lloyd Bore
has a professional obligation to sign off the works once completed and the Council has been
involved in extensive discussions on the approach being taken with them. This is an operational
requirement and our professional officers of the council take this seriously and, following Lloyd
Bore’s site visit of today, I have not received any concerns from them. Moreover we have also
asked Lloyd Bore if any further improvements can be made.
You have identified the provisions of the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981. This act affords
all nesting birds legal protection including:
Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird;
Intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use of being
built;
Intentionally take or destroy the egg of any wild bird.
I understand that it is illegal to cut down a tree/bush that contains nesting birds. However, it is
not illegal to remove a tree/bush if there isn’t. Our staff are all trained on what to look for and
inspect every tree before work starts. Prior to the works taking place on the canal, the area was
checked for any nesting birds.
You have mentioned the habitat destruction. This is relevant to species listed on Schedule 1 of
the act, which are also afforded protection from disturbance whilst nesting, and includes species
such as birds of prey, gulls and kingfishers. I am sure you will also be reassured to know that we
are confident, following specific advice from our consultants, that Schedule 1 birds are not
nesting areas along the canal area to be cleared.
In short I am confident that we have carefully considered and carried out all the required checks,
in consultation with and advised by our professional ecology experts, and the actions we are
taking are within the law.
I hope this email is a helpful update and of course I am happy to discuss the matter further, as
necessary. I am also aware that some members would like us to improve our communications
about activity on site to avoid unnecessary concern, which we will endeavour to do as the project
progresses.
With kind regards
Susan
From: Wade, Douglas Cllr
Sent: 08 March 2021 16:07
To: Priest, Susan <Susan.Priest@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>
Cc:
@Kent.police.uk; Whybrow, Lesley Cllr <Lesley.Whybrow@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>; Martin, Jim Cllr <Jim.Martin@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Treloar, Georgina Cllr
<Georgina.Treloar@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Wing, John Cllr <John.Wing@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>; Prater, Tim Cllr <Tim.Prater@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Fuller, Gary Cllr
<Gary.Fuller@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Meade, Jackie Cllr <Jackie.Meade@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>
Subject: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981

Dear Susan,
I was very concerned today to see work commenced on the north bank of the Royal
Military Canal at Seabrook, removing, bushes, shrubs, vegetation, and trees.
My understanding is that now that birds are nesting in that area it is illegal to destroy their
habitat in this way but that you instructed FHDC staff to do so. Is this correct?
I spoke with

at the site this morning and she advised me to contact you

and

(cc) with this concern.

Can you confirm that this work was supposed to have been carried out in January and
February before nesting began and that proceeding with it now is in breach of both
FHDC's guidance and the Law?
I urge you now to cease and desist in respect of this activity.
I shall keep the Police & RSPB informed.
Yours,

Councillor Doug Wade

Hythe Rural
Douglas.Wade@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Tel. FHDC - 01303 853000
The contents and any attachments of this e-mail message are confidential and intended only for the named
addressees. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender immediately by return email and then
delete it from your system. Any unauthorised distribution or copying of this transmission, or misuse or wrongful
disclosure of information contained in it, is strictly prohibited. Folkestone & Hythe District Council cannot
accept liability for any statements made which are clearly the sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of
the council. All email to and from the council may be monitored in accordance with the council's policies
Have you heard about Folkestone & Hythe District Council’s ‘MyAccount’ service?
MyAccount allows you to see council information relevant to you. You will be able to find details about your
council tax, benefits, refuse collections, planning, building control and ward councillors all in one place. You
will also be able to report Waste & Recycling issues such as missed bins, new/replacement bins, fly tipping and
many more.
You can find more information including how to register for MyAccount here -

https://folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/myaccountinfo
Please consider the Environment before printing this email

Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
The contents and any attachments of this e-mail message are confidential and intended only for the named addressees. If
you have received it in error, please advise the sender immediately by return email and then delete it from your system.

Any unauthorised distribution or copying of this transmission, or misuse or wrongful disclosure of information contained
in it, is strictly prohibited. Folkestone & Hythe District Council cannot accept liability for any statements made which are
clearly the sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the council. All email to and from the council may be
monitored in accordance with the council's policies. Folkestone & Hythe District Council is registered with the ICO as a
data controller. Our privacy notice at www folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/privacy explains how we use and share personal
information and protect your privacy and rights
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RE: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
15 March 2021 16:35:23
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Hello Tim,
My comments to add to Emily’s regarding the councillors queries. If you feel there is a point I
have missed, just ping me back.
The guidance provided is in relation to developments where habitat is permanently lost and
replaced by buildings or other land use. The works to the north of the canal is habitat
enhancement to improve the structure and diversity of the habitats present and is not the
wholesale removal of habitat in order to build in this location. The guidance is correct in
highlighting that the typical bird nesting season is between March and August, but it is just that,
guidance in the absence of other ecological advice: which is why vegetation was checked prior to
removal. Providing no active nests are removed, there is no offence or restriction to vegetation
removal at any time of year including during the typical nesting period if no nests are present
within the vegetation being removed.
Emily’s comments regarding disturbance to the two schedule 1 bird species holds up in this
regard.
Grass snakes have high dispersal rates and are not reliant on the immediate vicinity as their sole
habitat provision. Both the limited extent of the vegetation management and the period these
works are being conducted are what would be expected to have minimal effect on the species.
March is outside of the expected active season for gras snake and so unlikely to be encountered.
In the highly unlikely event a grass snake was present within the works area, they are mobile
enough to disperse out of the effected areas into adjacent sections of vegetation on the canal.
These works are primarily designed to benefit reptiles including grass snake and so are overall
beneficial.
Kind regards,
Philip
--

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: philip.ames@lloydbore.co.uk | M:

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.

We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Sent: 15 March 2021 16:06
To: Philip Ames

Subject: FW: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
Philip
Per our conversation, attached on the email trail below ae an email from 1. Cllr Wade (at the
bottom) and then from Cllr Treloar together with Emily’s comments. In particular Cllr Wade
references the government guidance. I will also forward you one further email with some more
queries (which Emily has not seen) with a query about slow worms. Any information you could
give for me to add to the response would be extremely helpful
Many thanks
Tim
Tim Madden
Director of Transition and Transformation
Folkestone & Hythe District Council,
Civic Centre,
Castle Hill Avenue,
Folkestone Kent. CT20 2QY
Mobile:
Email: tim.madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Website: www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
From: Emily Cummins [mailto:emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk]
Sent: 11 March 2021 17:06
To: Madden, Tim <Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>
Cc: Samuel Durham <samuel.durham@lloydbore.co.uk>; 5026 - Princes Parade Implementation Stage <5026-PrincesParade-ImplementationStage@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com>
Subject: RE: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
Hi Tim,
As you requested, please see my response to Cllr Georgina Treloar queries:
Schedule 1 bird species, which include Cetti’s warbler and kingfisher, are protected from
disturbance whilst nesting.
No surveys were undertaken specifically for Cetti’s warbler prior to works in early March as
Cetti’s warbler breed from mid-June, therefore nest are not yet present within the habitat.
Tree work will not be undertaken during the Cetti’s warbler breeding season, therefore, risk of
disturbance to Cetti’s warbler are negligible.
Hythe Royal Military Canal still supports ample nesting habitat for Cetti’s warbler present within
the local area.
Kingfisher build there nesting tunnels within steep banks close to the water surface. The works
on Royal Military Canal was not done in suitable kingfisher nesting habitat and therefore
kingfisher surveys are not required.
In addition, kingfisher breed late-March or early April. Kingfisher surveys are undertaken in
June. Kingfisher surveys should not be undertaken outside of the recommended survey season as
this would be considered bad practice.
All ecological works currently being undertaken has been approved by ecologist within the KCC
Ecology advice service during the planning process.
Lloyd Bore have requested that my contact details are not included in any responses.
If you require any further details in regards to ecology please let me know. I am happy to help.
Kind regards
Emily
--

Emily Cummins BSc. (Hons) Pg. Dip. Grad CIEEM

Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
www.lloydbore.co.uk | E: emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk | M:

Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.

We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.

We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

From: Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk <Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>
Sent: 11 March 2021 11:53
To: Emily Cummins <emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk>
Subject: FW: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
Tim Madden
Director of Transition and Transformation
Folkestone & Hythe District Council,
Civic Centre,
Castle Hill Avenue,
Folkestone Kent. CT20 2QY
Mobile:
Email: tim.madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Website: www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
From: Treloar, Georgina Cllr
Sent: 11 March 2021 10:01
To: Wade, Douglas Cllr <Douglas.Wade@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Priest, Susan
<Susan.Priest@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>
Cc:
<
@kent.police.uk>; Whybrow, Lesley
Cllr <Lesley.Whybrow@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Martin, Jim Cllr <Jim.Martin@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>; Wing, John Cllr <John.Wing@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Prater, Tim Cllr
<Tim.Prater@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Meade, Jackie Cllr <Jackie.Meade@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>; Madden, Tim <Tim.Madden@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Monk, David Cllr
<David.Monk@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Godfrey, David Cllr <David.Godfrey@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981

Hello all
Yes, I would really like to see documentation for the survey work carried out. Though I
was told by officers when I met them on site yesterday that there is none, because they
didn't do it.
I'm particularly concerned that adequate survey work was not completed on the day to
check the canal for two birds listed under Schedule 1: Kingfishers and Cetti's Warblers.
Where is the documentation of survey work on the day of works that shows these birds
weren't nesting near the work? Cetti's warblers are known to exist along that stretch of the
canal.
From Gov.uk:
For these bird species it’s also an offence to do the following, either intentionally or by not
taking enough care:
- disturb them while they’re nesting, building a nest, in or near a nest that contains their
young
- disturb their dependent young
- You could get an unlimited fine and up to 6 months in prison for each offence if you’re
found guilty.
These activities can affect wild birds, particularly during breeding season:

- trimming or cutting trees, bushes, hedges and rough vegetation
- renovating, converting or demolishing a building
- creating disturbance, eg noise, lighting and vibration
Where is the documentation that shows that these Schedule 1 birds were adequately
surveyed on this stretch of the canal both before and on the day of the work? To check
properly, surely the ecologist would have had to hire a canoe. Did this happen?
Regards
Georgina
Cllr Georgina Treloar
Hythe Ward, Green Party
Mob:
Email: georgina.treloar@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Please consider the climate crisis and the 6th mass extinction before printing this email.
From: Wade, Douglas Cllr
Sent: 10 March 2021 23:34:43
To: Priest, Susan
Cc:
; Whybrow, Lesley Cllr; Martin, Jim Cllr; Treloar,
Georgina Cllr; Wing, John Cllr; Prater, Tim Cllr; Meade, Jackie Cllr; Madden, Tim; Monk,
David Cllr; Godfrey, David Cllr
Subject: Re: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981

Dear Dr Priest,
Thank you very much for your response and assurances.
I note, in particular, your assurance that: "Prior to the works taking place on the canal, the area

was checked for any nesting birds. "

I find this most surprising as Council workers at the site assured me that no such survey had been
undertaken and that they were merely carrying out an ad hoc inspection as they went along.
Perhaps you wouldn't mind telling me when the survey was carried out and by whom. I'm sure
you will also want to share that survey with Councillors and Police to reassure them.
I also note that Guidance from Natural England and the Department for Environment, Food &
Rural Affairs for local planning authorities, which you can read here:
https://www.gov.uk/.../wild-birds-surveys-and-mitigation...

Wild birds: surveys and
mitigation for development
projects - GOV.UK
www.gov.uk
Standing advice for local planning
authorities to assess the impacts of
development on wild birds.

clearly states that you are required to:
"ASSESS THE IMPACTS
Assess the impacts this development would have on wild birds if no mitigation measures were
planned. Impacts to consider include:
-damaging or removing breeding sites
-disturbing birds and their young - this is an offence for certain birds
-removing vegetation and changing habitats
First, consider whether the development could be done differently to avoid affecting birds, eg by:
- siting the development away from breeding birds
- avoiding parts of the site
- doing works at a different time of year. NO WORKS SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN IN THE
BREEDING SEASON (MARCH TO AUGUST)
- ensuring important habitats are protected and maintained
- remove habitat features when they are not being used by birds, eg remove habitat before
nesting season
- Provide replacements for any nesting sites you remove, such as:
- nest boxes...
- creating new habitats"
Please can you explain, therefore, why you ignored the guidance, sited above, that, "NO
WORKS SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN IN THE BREEDING SEASON (MARCH TO
AUGUST)"?
If no proper survey was undertaken and you are unable to inform me who undertook it and when
or provide me with a copy of the assessment, perhaps you will accept that you did disregard
Governmental Guidance and that therefore a Wildlife Crime may have been committed.
You assure me, for example, that no Schedule 1 birds were nesting along the area of the canal
bank that was cleared. But how do you know that if no proper survey was conducted?
As I informed you previously, I am keeping Police and the RSPB informed of this matter and
will pass on to them any such evidence as you are able to provide that there was not a deliberate
breach of the Law and of Government Regulation in this instance.
Yours,

Councillor Doug Wade

Hythe Rural
Douglas.Wade@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Tel. FHDC - 01303 853000
The contents and any attachments of this e-mail message are confidential and intended only for the named
addressees. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender immediately by return email and then
delete it from your system. Any unauthorised distribution or copying of this transmission, or misuse or wrongful
disclosure of information contained in it, is strictly prohibited. Folkestone & Hythe District Council cannot
accept liability for any statements made which are clearly the sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of
the council. All email to and from the council may be monitored in accordance with the council's policies

From: Priest, Susan
Sent: 10 March 2021 10:42:27
To: Wade, Douglas Cllr
Cc:
; Whybrow, Lesley Cllr; Martin, Jim Cllr; Treloar,
Georgina Cllr; Wing, John Cllr; Prater, Tim Cllr; Fuller, Gary Cllr; Meade, Jackie Cllr; Madden,
Tim; Monk, David Cllr; Godfrey, David Cllr
Subject: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
Dear Cllr Wade

Thank you for your email and apologies for the slight delay in responding as it has been a busy
week. I am aware of local concerns expressed to the on-site team directly and reported by email.
I was also on site both last Friday and Monday and managed to speak, albeit briefly, with a few
residents.
I take from your email that you believe that the Council is acting illegally both in terms of the
works being undertaken, and the timing of such works. Following advice from the team and our
professional consultants I am pleased to confirm, and can offer reassurance, that both these
assertions are incorrect and your concerns are unfounded. I also note the replies you have
received from
.
It is a planning requirement (which has been tested extensively through the courts) that ecology
works are monitored by specialist ecologists for the entire Princes Parade project. The Council
has appointed Lloyd Bore consultancy to oversee the required works and they will advise us and
monitor that the appropriate provisions have been made as the project progresses.
Lloyd Bore provided the original submission for the planning application and have also advised
on the current works. Their documents for both these aspects can be found on the Princes Parade
section of the Council’s web site which has been recently update to make it easier for interested
parties to view the available information. I hope it is reassuring for you to know that Lloyd Bore
has a professional obligation to sign off the works once completed and the Council has been
involved in extensive discussions on the approach being taken with them. This is an operational
requirement and our professional officers of the council take this seriously and, following Lloyd
Bore’s site visit of today, I have not received any concerns from them. Moreover we have also
asked Lloyd Bore if any further improvements can be made.
You have identified the provisions of the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981. This act affords
all nesting birds legal protection including:
Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird;
Intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use of being
built;
Intentionally take or destroy the egg of any wild bird.
I understand that it is illegal to cut down a tree/bush that contains nesting birds. However, it is
not illegal to remove a tree/bush if there isn’t. Our staff are all trained on what to look for and
inspect every tree before work starts. Prior to the works taking place on the canal, the area was
checked for any nesting birds.
You have mentioned the habitat destruction. This is relevant to species listed on Schedule 1 of
the act, which are also afforded protection from disturbance whilst nesting, and includes species
such as birds of prey, gulls and kingfishers. I am sure you will also be reassured to know that we
are confident, following specific advice from our consultants, that Schedule 1 birds are not
nesting areas along the canal area to be cleared.
In short I am confident that we have carefully considered and carried out all the required checks,
in consultation with and advised by our professional ecology experts, and the actions we are
taking are within the law.
I hope this email is a helpful update and of course I am happy to discuss the matter further, as
necessary. I am also aware that some members would like us to improve our communications
about activity on site to avoid unnecessary concern, which we will endeavour to do as the project
progresses.
With kind regards
Susan
From: Wade, Douglas Cllr
Sent: 08 March 2021 16:07
To: Priest, Susan <Susan.Priest@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>
Cc:
@Kent.police.uk; Whybrow, Lesley Cllr <Lesley.Whybrow@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>; Martin, Jim Cllr <Jim.Martin@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Treloar, Georgina Cllr
<Georgina.Treloar@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Wing, John Cllr <John.Wing@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>; Prater, Tim Cllr <Tim.Prater@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Fuller, Gary Cllr
<Gary.Fuller@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk>; Meade, Jackie Cllr <Jackie.Meade@folkestonehythe.gov.uk>
Subject: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Philip Ames
Clifford, Alastair;
@hadronconsulting.co.uk
emily.cummins@lloydbore.co.uk; samuel.durham@lloydbore.co.uk; 5026-PrincesParadeImplementationStage@lloydbore.onmicrosoft.com
Reptile translocation site(s)
25 February 2021 12:01:15

Subsequent to our meeting yesterday I have been thinking about the Princes Parade site and the
immediate pressures of providing enough suitable habitat in time. Based on where we currently
are with works, I recommend that we look to find a suitable alternative as a backup site as a
sensible precaution for IF the Princes Parade site does not reach a suitable condition in time.
I know cemetery sites, including Spring Lane, were mentioned as possible alternatives that could
potentially be used (since it was noted that other sites are likely to need Spring Lane as a
receptor).
To this end, do you know what kind of areas/sites would potentially be available to use to turn
into reptile habitat?
I know concerns over provision of receptors for other sites was one of the raised with this
position, but I suggest below a possible resolution to this predicament that may work should we
end up needing the back-up site.
Possible way an alternative back up site approach.
As touched on in the meeting, preparing a suitable existing graveyard site to get it into a suitable
condition will be an easier prospect than what is currently being undertaken on site is likely to be
suitable in a shorter period.
IF it happens that we cannot establish enough habitat on site in a suitable condition in time due
to unforeseen factors, I see this as a possible solution to the current pressures, as we would be
able to move animals to the back-up location.
As such, the two outcomes would be:
We end up using the alternative graveyard site, meaning that the Princes Parade site would be
available for translocation from another site that needs it (but with a less pressing time frame)
solving the issue/ concerns over the shortfall of available sites for translocating reptiles.
OR
The Princes Parade site is ready in time and the translocation takes place on site, meaning that
you will still have a free receptor site (graveyard) ready for one of the other developments ready
to use, so either way, there will be a site available for the reptiles at Princes Parade site (which
has the highest immediate pressure?) while still being able to provide a receptor for other sites
as needed.
In summary, we need to ensure a suitable site is secured and this will provide a more certain
achievable prospect given the time constraints and would be a suitable approach to removing
some of the pressures and uncertainties on delivering habitat in time while still ensuring
provision for translocation sites isn’t diminished IF the alternative site is required.
What are your thoughts on this?
Kind regards,
Philip
--

Philip Ames BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Lloyd Bore Ltd. Established 1996.
33 St. George's Place, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1UT | T: 01227 464 340
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Please note that all our staff are now set up to work remotely.
We are all contactable at our usual email addresses and phone numbers.
We are fully committed to improving the quality of the work and services we provide. We welcome
your feedback, and would be grateful if you could complete our Customer Feedback Questionnaire.

