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Ukrainian men from the
Folkestone and Hythe District
plan to drive to the battlefield
and fight the Russians. Also
a local army surplus store
has stepped in to provide
much needed equipment and
clothing for UK based
Ukrainians heading home to
defend their homeland.

As well as supplying
equipment, a growing number
of Ukrainian men, many of
them local to our district, are
heading home to help protect
their country as they prepare
for battle.

In an online article published
on the BBC Kent website,
pictures showed two large

vans and a trailer being
stuffed with rations, flak
jackets, helmets, medical
packs, drones and even a
mine detector.

The men have pledged to
help Ukraine and take part in
"territorial defence" and to
"protect our Ukraine". They
have military experience,
having previously served in
the Ukrainian army.

In the Radio Kent interview
they spoke to someone only
named as Viktor, his second
name was not published to
protect his safety. He is
overseeing a group of men,
four of whom will be driving
1,200 miles (2,000 km) to

deliver supplies to Ukraine.
He explained how he and two
others plan to head for
Western Ukraine, where
they're from, and shore up
"civil defence" forces.

Asked whether he expects to
be fighting Russians, he
smiles. "It is as if a stranger
came into your house. And
they would want to hurt your
family, your children, your
wife. I think any man would
behave the same way as me
and other guys here, who are
all now going back to
Ukraine." Viktor came to the
UK last year as a fruit picker.
In 2014, he was drafted into
the army when Russia
annexed areas of Eastern

Religious
leaders
havetheir
sayover
migrant
problems.
The countries leading religious
figures have written to both the
PrimeMinister and the House of
Lords, with the concerns over a
new bill going through the Houses
of Parliament and Lords this week,
which sets out to make intentional
migrant crossings of the Channel
an illegal act, within the Nationality
and Borders Bill.

But many local residents are
claiming that the bill is the only way
to start showing the gang leaders
who are trafficking these people
that they would spend a long time
behind bars, if caught.

Amongst the people who have
written to the PrimeMinister is the
formerArchbishop of Canterbury
speaking out against the Nationality
and Borders Bill along with the
Bishop of Dover, who has co-
signed a letter demanding the
Government's tough new
immigration bill is changed.
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Ukraine.

It is believed that over 200 Ukrainians
live in our district and those unable to
help fight are still doing their bit and
helping donate money to pay for
uniforms and supplies.

The group has been frantically buying
military surplus equipment. On one of
the online sites being promoted on
Facebook you can see flak jackets,
helmets, British Army rations and off-the-
shelf drones which have been donated.
The military gear is old. The jackets
have small plates covering just the heart
area, compared with modern equipment
which protects more of the body, much
of the equipment is out of date but will
still offer protection to those wearing it.

There are also military medical packs
including tourniquets for stopping severe
bleeding from blast injuries and
gunshots. A pile of axes was loaded - to
chop down trees, not as weapons, says
Viktor.

A Military surplus supplier Wozza, who
asked us to use his nickname, has been
taking orders directly from the front line
and plans to send supplies via what he
says is a "corridor" a contact has
arranged.

Amongst equipment being bought
includes camouflage material, light
brown, that is similar to that in use by
the Ukrainian military. Different to the
darker green and black used by the
Russians. But Wozza has to take care in
sending former British army equipment
into a war zone in which Britain is not a
combatant. Ukraine is not a member of
Nato, and the UK has promised there
will be no boots on the ground in this
war. Union Jack badges, unit insignia
and stripes showing rank are stripped
from the clothing before it is sent to the
Ukraine.

Although this is obsolete equipment.
The protective helmets are not bullet-
proof but will protect against falling
debris or shrapnel.

"Wozza" says 30 or 40 would-be fighters
a day are buying equipment

None of it has been donated by the
British government. He's bought it, and
intends to supply it at the lowest
possible cost. Ukrainian volunteers can't
get enough, he says. "I've had young,

old, brothers, all willing to go back to
their homeland to defend it. I felt so
humbled. There was a guy, 17, 18 years
of age, buying kit for his brother. He was
going to join him."

30 or 40 a day are turning up at his
depot in Folkestone, Kent, and kitting
themselves out. Their plan is to get the
basics, head over to Poland and straight
on to the front line.

At a Ukrainian cultural centre in London
we saw ex-Metropolitan police stab
vests being loaded into a rear entrance
along with supplies including sanitary
supplies, boots and cereal bars. The
centre has been signing up volunteers
during the days since the Russian
invasion.

Petro, 49, and Volodymer, 44, were
among eight men who planned to leave
on Monday afternoon heading for
mainland Europe.

The British government's position on
what Ukraine has called its "international
legion" is confusing. The Foreign

Secretary Liz Truss said at the weekend
she would welcome people in the UK
travelling to fight. While anti-terrorism
laws prevent people fighting with ISIS or
other groups, there is no legal bar on
Ukrainians or British citizens heading
from the UK to the conflict in the west of
the country - the eastern front may be
off-limits, however.

According to government advice, if you
travel to eastern Ukraine to fight, or to
assist others engaged in the conflict,
your activities may amount to offences
against UK terrorism or other legislation
and you could be prosecuted on your
return to the UK. The FCDO isn't able to
provide consular services to anyone in
the parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk
oblasts not currently under control of the
Ukrainian authorities.

And the Defence Secretary Ben Wallace
said in a statement, "Unless you are
properly trained, unless you are an
experienced member of an armed
forces, I think there are better ways for
you to contribute to the security of
Ukraine."
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The Right Reverend Rose Hudson-Wilkin, is
one of more than 1,000 signatories from
leaders of six major religions who are

‘horrified and appalled" about its potential
repercussions. But people are also
demanding a tougher line from the
government.

Sally Temple who is a campaigner for the
‘Migrants LivesMatter’ group told The
Looker: “Making this a criminal offence to
knowingly enter the UK without following
the correct procedure is just wrong! As a
country we have always stood out as a
caring country and it is hardly as if we do
not have the space for the people, who
just like the nationals fleeing Ukraine to
bordering countries are just looking for a
safe haven”.

The subject has proven to be a very
emotive one, with a group of what Ms
Temple called extreme right wing
activists campaigning outside parliament
on Monday.

Amongst them was Shaun Winters from
Cheriton, who told The Looker: “It’s ok
for people living in their nice paid for
homes having this god given self-
righteous opinion, perhaps they should
live in the real world. It is not a racial
thing, but more about the fact that a
migrant should seek refuge in the first
‘safe place’ and not keep going until they
reach the UK. As a country that is one of
the smallest in Europe, we cannot keep
taking the outcasts of Europe and house
and feed them whilst the rest of the
world plays catch up. From what I can
see the French are actively funnelling
them and helping them on their way. We

need to say enough is enough.”

The group of religious leaders had the
letter published last monday when the
Nationality and Borders Bill enters its
final stages in the House of Lords.

The group says that in the context of
rising global conflict, including this week
in Ukraine, the way the Bill undermines
the UK’s ability to support all people
fleeing conflict is even more prominent.

The letter, directly to Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, says: "As leaders within faith
communities across the UK, we are
horrified and appalled about the potential
repercussions of the Nationality and
Borders Bill. We urge you to reconsider
the proposals even at this late stage.
While there is still conflict and injustice in
the world, there will always be desperate
people needing to seek sanctuary from
war, persecution and suffering. We
cannot close our door on them, but this
Bill does just that.

We assert that the values that bind UK
citizens together, especially those
concerning human dignity and life, will be
fundamentally damaged by this Bill."

The signatories want the Government to
abandon its plans to criminalise and
restrict the rights of all people arriving in
the UK seeking refugee protection
outside pre-arranged schemes.

This would including those coming via
irregular routes, such as by boats or
lorries.

"Criminalising asylum seekers is
disgraceful and dishonourable." The
letter says: "We have seen no credible
evidence that it will stop irregular
migration across the English Channel: it
is therefore, policy made without a basis
in evidence or morality. Criminalising and
punishing vulnerable asylum seekers
who have little choice but to arrive in the
UK through ‘irregular routes’ is a
disgraceful and dishonourable policy,
and should be abandoned."

The letter said this was particularly when
most could later prove that they had a
legitimate basis for their asylum claim,

The signatories also say the Government
must deal with the failure to establish
safe routes through the Bill, which would
help people seeking sanctuary reach the
UK.
They urge the Prime Minister to be
"compassionate and ambitious" in
opening schemes such as family
reunion, routes for unaccompanied
refugee children in Europe and
resettlement.

The signatories come from the Christian,
Jewish, Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and

Buddhist religions.

They have asked the Prime Minister to
meet to discuss their concerns.

One signatory is the Reverend Steve
Tinning of the Baptist Union of Great
Britain.

He also commented: "The horror of the
war in Ukraine brings the reasons why
the government must reconsider this Bill
into sharp focus. It would bring shame on
the UK to criminalise refugees who make
dangerous journeys from Ukraine to
reach safety here in the UK."

A Home Office spokesman said: “The
Government has a proud history of
supporting people in need, including
those in Ukraine, and that is not about to
change.

“The Nationality and Borders Bill, which
has already been backed by MPs, will
deliver the most comprehensive reform
in decades to protect the vulnerable and
ensure fairness in our asylum system.

“We will be able to differentiate between
those who arrive here through safe and
legal routes and those who arrive here
having had the opportunity to claim
asylum already in a safe country.

"This Bill reduces the incentives for
people to make dangerous crossings
and introduces a maximum sentence of
life for evil people smugglers.”

The Nationality and Borders Bill was
passed in the House of Commons last
December.

For many years asylum seekers have
waited in Calais to board the backs of
lorries to cross the English Channel to
the UK.

In the last four years the method has
often been to cross the sea in small
boats. More than 28,300 people crossed
the Dover Strait in this way in 2021, triple
2020's figure.

Tom Pursglove, Minister for Justice and
Tackling Illegal Migration, said: “The rise
in dangerous Channel crossings is
unacceptable. Not only are they an overt
abuse of our immigration laws but they
also risk lives and impact on the UK
taxpayer. Rightly, the British public has
had enough. Through our Nationality and
Borders Bill, we’re cracking down on
people smugglers and fixing the broken
system by making it a criminal offence to
knowingly arrive in the UK illegally and
introducing a maximum sentence of life
imprisonment for those who facilitate
illegal entry into the country.”

What do you think ? email:
info@thelooker.co.uk

ShaunWinters, enough is enough!

The Right Reverend Rose Hudson-Wilkin,
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St. Mary in the Marsh Parish Council

N O T I C E

A front page article in The Looker issue 293, dated 9 February 2022
was not written, approved or supported by

St. Mary in the Marsh Parish Council.

The Parish Council and upstanding citizens mentioned in the
article have been misrepresented and wrongly reported.

The matter has been referred to the
Information Commissioner’s Office for

Breach of General Data Protection Regulations.

Advertisement

New seats
unveiled in
New
Romney
High Street
On Wednesday 2nd March, about
20 people met on the pavement
outside the Methodist Church for a
short unveiling of the two new
benches placed there.

Mrs. Sally Maycock, Chairman of
the Southland's Alms Trust,
welcomed everyone especially
Mrs. Ann Lange the twin sister of
Elizabeth Apps known to everyone
as Betty. Betty lived in one of the
Southland's Alms Trust bungalows
and in her will she left money to the
Trust. After a discussion with the
Clerk of the Trustees and with Ann,

it was decided to purchase a new
bench in Betty's memory.

The other bench is in memory of
Frieda Hobbs who older folk will
remember was the New Romney
Librarian for many years and Miss
Hobbs also lived in one of the Alms
Houses in Church Road. The Rev.
Peter Firth said a few words and
said a short blessing before
everyone went into the Methodist
Hall for refreshments.

Ann's son Jonathan spoke about
his Aunt Betty and his memories of
her beautiful cakes and sausage
rolls. As Betty had passed away

during lockdown, many of her
family and friends were unable to
attend the Service so today was a
celebration of her life. Peter Firth
also did a short reading and
prayers. The day was extra
special as it was the 89th birthday
of Ann and Betty.

The Southland's Alms Trust were
delighted to provide these benches
and look forward to seeing people
using them for many years.

The photo shows Ann with her
sister’s bench and also a couple of
the Trustees and friends at the
ceremony.

NO OBLIGATION - FREE QUOTATION

THE

L U X U R Y  B L I N D
C O M P A N Y

S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  C O N S U L T A T I O N  T O D A Y !

All of our products come with a 3 year

guarantee on all parts fitted.

A small family run team that are

big on service, excellence and customer satisfaction.

All of our products come with

free installation.

SHUTTERS

ROLLER BLINDS

VENETIANS

VERTICALS

PERFECT FIT

CONSERVATORY

BLINDS

t h e l u x u r y b l i n d c o m p a n y . c o . u k

01303  3 164 16  o r  0739869 1 145
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01303 232575 01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY
Derek Linch (Mot & Service) LtdDerek Linch (Mot & Service) Ltd
Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY

www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk

Call:01797 367717 or 364466

SERVICING - REPAIRS -WELDING
MOT’S on class I, II, IV and VII

All makes of
NEW TYRES:

free fitting and balancing

Full Charge
Ahead for
Car Parks
The first of the district's new 94
charging points for electric vehicles
(EV) are now up and running.

These are in car parks at Church
Road, New Romney, High Knocke,
Dymchurch, and The Paddocks, Hythe.
From Friday 11 March, those at Tram
Road, Folkestone, and Wilberforce
Road, Sandgate, will be working,
making a total of 20 points across the
five car parks.

Work is underway at 23 more sites and
it is expected all will be operational by
the end of April 2022.

Folkestone & Hythe District Council

has partnered with Kent County
Council and five other local authorities
for the roll out, which will see one of
the largest networks of consistent
charging points.

The new charging points are being
installed by Connected Kerb, one of
the UK's biggest providers. The six
existing off-street points, provided by
F&HDC, will be replaced. A total of 23
charging points provided by
commercial businesses are already in
place and will remain.

The charging points offer a mixture of
fast 7Kwh, 22kw and rapid 50Kwh,
depending on the location.

A total of 600 points will be installed
across the county over the next two
years, with districts applying for 75%
funding through KCC, and Connected
Kerb funding the remaining 25%.

The other five authorities are
Gravesham Borough Council, Medway
Council, Sevenoaks District Council,
Thanet District Council, and Tonbridge

and Malling Borough Council.

Cllr Lesley Whybrow, Cabinet Member
for the Environment, said the
installation is part of the council's
pledge to drive down its carbon
footprint. She added: "I am delighted
that we are increasing the number of
EV charging points in our district and I
hope that this will give people the
confidence to consider changing to an
electric vehicle."

Cllr Ray Field, Cabinet Member for
Transport and Digital Transformation,
said for people who have to use cars,
making EV charging accessible was a
priority: "Knowing that you will be able
to arrive at virtually any car park in the
district, at any time, in any vehicle and
easily charge your battery is the way
forward for us all."

The remaining 23 car parks where the
charging points are being installed are:
Folkestone - Civic Centre Visitors, East
Cliff, Foresters Way, Pleydell Gardens,
Sandgate Road, Shellon Street, The
Coastal Park, Upper Payers.

Hythe - Battery Point, Fisherman's
Beach, Military Road, Mount Street,
The Lade, Twiss Fort.

Dymchurch - Dymchurch Central,
Martello.

Sandgate - Castle Road, Lower
Sandgate Road West.

Cheriton - Broomfield Road.

Greatstone - Jolly Fisherman.

Littlestone - Coast Drive.

Lyminge - Station Road.

New Romney - West Street.

For a guide as to how the charging
points work, go to: https://
www.connectedkerb.com/
drivers?hsLang=en

NEW PLANS
FOR
CONTROLLING
DOGS
Updated rules on controlling dogs in
public spaces across Folkestone &
Hythe are being proposed.

Cabinet members have agreed that
a new Dog Control Public Spaces
Protection Order (PSPO) for
2022-2025 will be put out for a 10-
week public consultation.

The Dog Control PSPO places
restrictions on dog fouling (across
the district), dogs off leads (selected
areas and dates) and dog bans
(selected areas and dates).

The current Dog Control PSPO has
been effective in supporting
enforcement against irresponsible
dog ownership and related anti-
social behaviour. Failure to comply

with a PSPO results in a £100 Fixed
Penalty Notice (FPN), when paid
within 14 days. Failure to pay a
FPN can mean a court prosecution
and fine of up to £1,000.

Last year saw a drop in the number
of FPNs issued. This is down to
increased levels of compliance and
awareness of enforced patrols in
dog control areas, and an extended
social media campaign on
responsible dog ownership.

The proposed changes to the Dog
Control PSPO are the result of
requests and complaints from the
public, community groups,
councillors and Folkestone & Hythe
District Council’s grounds
maintenance team. Some of the
changes are:

• Dog fouling will be restricted
everywhere the district,
including beaches. This is in line
with national guidance

• Dogs must be kept on leads in
cemeteries

• Dogs on leads to be allowed in
certain areas

The ban on dogs on certain
beaches at all times from 1 May to
30 September remains.

Cllr Stuart Peall – Cabinet Member
for Enforcement, Regulatory
Services, Waste and Building
Control – said: “The Dog Control
PSPO responds to public concerns
and is an important measure to
counter irresponsible dog
ownership when supported by
enforcement patrolling.

“While we know that the majority of
dog owners respect the district and
its environment, the new order will
ensure the use and enjoyment of
public spaces is safe from anti-
social behaviour for everyone.”

The public consultation runs until
Wednesday 4 May. To see the full
Dog Control PSPO and how you
can take part in the consultation,
please go here: https://
www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/dog-
control/pspo

The Dog Control PSPO exempts
assistance dogs and their owners.
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Damian Collins MP

Our Man In Westminster

www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Email:firmager@funeralpartners.co.uk

24 hour service
Prepaid funeral plans

Home Visits

Eco funerals available
Private Chapel of Rest
Monumental Mason

A friendly voice at a difficult time
Firmager Funeral Service Ltd.

OWEN HOUSE, Fairfield Road,
New Romney, Kent TN28 8HS

Plenty of off road parking available

To Speak to Helen or Ashley
Telephone: 01797 369227

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service, 
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is

built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting 
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls 

• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work
And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952  Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

Martin
Chamberlain
Electrical
Services

Fully Qualified and Insured Part P registered Electrical Contractor
Over 25 years experience within the electrical contracting industry

Call me for all domestic or commercial electrical work
Re-wiring, consumer units and electrical heating

‘FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS’

WWW.MCESROMNEY.CO.UK
Telephone: 07725 855688

IllegalE-Scootersare
causingfiressays
Kent’sPCC
The number of fires caused by electronic scooters has trebled
over the last year, according to research by Kent’s Police and
Crime Commissioner.
Under the Freedom of InformationAct, Matthew Scott asked
Fire Services across England andWales howmany incidents
they’d attended where e scooters were believed to be the
cause.

33 Fire Services responded. In 2020 they went to 33 fires,
where e scooters were the cause. In 2021, they attended 95.

Last year, the London Fire Service went to 28 fires where e
scooters were responsible, double the number from the year
before. In Surrey, fire crews were called out 10 times,
compared to 5 times the year before. In South Wales, there
were 6 cases last year, compared to one in 2020. (Kent saw
two fires in two years.) On top of that, some fire crews were
called out when electronic scooters had been set on fire
deliberately.

Kent’s PCC, Matthew Scott, who is also a member of the Kent
Fire and RescueAuthority says “E scooters aren’t just unsafe
on our roads, they are causing danger in people’s properties
too. This is why we need urgent action from the Government to
stop the sale of private e scooters. They are placing extra
demands on our fire and rescue services to attend incidents
where they are catching fire and doing damage to people’s
homes. They are also diverting the police away from crime and
antisocial behaviour, because more enforcement is required to
keep our roads safe. Remember – privately owned e scooters
are not legal on our roads. Kent Police and other Forces are
being proactive in seizing them. Don’t put yourself in harm’s
way. Don’t waste the money. Don’t buy e scooters.”

The issue was also raised in the House of Lords yesterday
morning, when Lord Berkeley asked Lord Callanan (the Under-
Secretary of State for the Department of Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy) why pro-active checks were not made on
the imported cheap lithium batteries used by many e scooters,
as happens in Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany.

He said, “One manufacturer told me, and I quote, ‘Unless we
can prove that a product has caused serious accidental
injuries, there is no priority for trading standards to do any pro-
active checks.’ But is the answer not to do pro-active checks
and stop these illegal imports causing fires?”

News In
Brief

Appeal for information
following fatal fire in

Folkestone
Officers are appealing for information following a fire in
Folkestone. Kent Police was called to assist Kent Fire
and Rescue Service (KFRS) in Shorncliffe Road at 10.30
am on Thursday 17 February 2022 following a fire at a
property opposite the junction with Christ Church Road.

Officers attended along with South East Coast
Ambulance Service and the fire was extinguished by
KFRS. A person was pronounced deceased at the
scene. The cause of the fire is unknown, but it is
currently being treated as suspicious. Can you help?

An investigation is ongoing and anyone with any
information which may assist officers is urged to call
Kent Police on 01843 222289, quoting reference
46/31784/22. You can also contact Kent Crimestoppers
anonymously via their website www.crimestoppers-
uk.org or by calling 0800 555 111.

Help for more businesses hit by
the pandemic

More businesses in the Folkestone and Hythe district
affected by the growth in the Omicron variant of
COVID-19 at the end of last year can now apply for
funding support. Eligibility for the Additional Restrictions
Grant (ARG) has been extended to assist more business
sectors and businesses also now have another three
weeks to send in their applications as the deadline has
been extended to Friday 4 March 2022.

The latest ARG grant award, details of which were first
published in January, is to make up for loss of trading in
December 2021. The government funding is being
shared out at the discretion of Folkestone & Hythe
District Council on a first come, first served basis.

Cllr David Wimble, Cabinet Member for the District
Economy, said: “We hope the extension to both the type
of businesses that can be helped and the deadline will
be welcomed. However, we would urge businesses not
to delay as we do require supporting information with
applications and we only have a limited amount of time
to spend our ARG allocation from the government.”

More about the grant and eligibility can be found by
visiting folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/business/omicron/grants-
restrictions

Coming Shortly
CarSOS will be featuring the restoration of the
old New Romney Fire Engine in their series on
More4 Television in April. Further details of the
date etc. will be in the next Looker.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is an unprovoked assault
on a peaceful and sovereign nation. There can be no
justification for the action that President Putin has
taken. He has lied repeatedly to the Russian people and
to the world about the situation in Ukraine. Mr Putin has
falsely asserted time and again that Ukraine poses a
security risk to his country, but the truth is that as an
independent and peaceful European nation, Ukraine
has sought to choose its own destiny, free from the
domination of Russia, and who can blame it. There
have been some people though, including in our own
country, who claim that by seeking a closer trading and
defence relationship with the rest of Europe, and
perhaps by one day joining NATO or the EU, Ukraine
has in some way provoked Russia. Such an argument
seeks to justify Putin’s military offensive, something for
which there can be no excuse. Western leaders,
including our own Prime Minister, have repeatedly
offered the path of peace to Russia, but it is clear now
that he was always determined for war. Those who
make Russia’s case must recognise that they are
unwittingly little more than sock puppets for a corrupt
and criminal regime.

President Putin’s objective in this war that he has
started is not limited to a small number of military
targets or a specific region within the country. He told
the Russian people in a television address on 24
February that he ‘will strive for the demilitarisation and
denazification of Ukraine.’ To compare Ukraine to Nazi
Germany is, in itself, highly offensive, but this would
also require the conquest and subjugation of the whole
country, something that the people of the Ukraine will
fiercely resist, but which could lead to substantial loss of
life. It is terrible to think of the millions of Ukrainians who
were until last Thursday, peacefully going about their
business, but now have to prepare to protect their
families from a full-blown military invasion.

The United Kingdom not only stands in support with
Ukraine but will do all it can to assist them in their
struggle. UK military equipment is being used by the
Ukrainian armed forces to resist the Russian attack, and
we will continue to do all we can to supply them with the
resources they need. The Prime Minister, Boris
Johnson, has set out that we will be taking additional
measures to impose sanctions on Russia, that will affect
its economy for many years to come. Alongside our
allies, we are imposing the largest and most severe
package of sanctions that Russia has ever seen, hitting
more than a hundred companies and oligarchs at the
heart of the Russian economy with asset freezes worth
many hundreds of billions of pounds. Through this
package we are dealing a severe blow to Russia’s
economy, hobbling Russia’s military-industrial complex
and personally damaging Putin’s inner circle of corrupt
oligarchs.



The last 2+ years have been well documented.
Rewinding the clock, whoever could have imagined the
mixed rollercoaster emotions and situations we have all
experienced.
There have been incredible lows, isolation, despair,
lockdown, loneliness and yet in all this darkness there
have been amazing moments of blessings, hope and
light.
Here on Romney Marsh, the community came
together. Friends, families and neighbours rallied to
help each other; we clapped for Carers, recognising the
enormous contribution of the NHS. Keyworkers kept
essential supply lines functioning. Volunteers
responded; setting up and running the Community Hub,
delivering meals, medication and
signposting, organising and supporting Vaccination
Centres. Locally over 30K vaccines were delivered and
slowly we moved forward. Remember the Yellow Rose
service in July 2021?... Hope slowly evolved and we
are all learning how to cope in a confusing Covid world.
Life changed beyond belief, for every one of us and we
all have a story to tell. . . .

As we move forward our local community is planning to
remember, reflect and honour the most significant event
in many of our lifetimes.
Stars of New Romney is a new and exciting,
developing Community Art Project, which everyone can
choose to take part in. . . .

Stars have been chosen as a symbol of celebration,
bright light, hope and joy.
The idea is to produce an artwork, combining our
collective memories and experiences which will be both
a commemoration and celebration.
The wooden stars can be decorated individually and
combined to make a freestanding, mobile artwork which
organisations can host for a limited period. Stars can
be used to remember loved ones, celebrate an
achievement, mark a life changing event, a celebration,
a memory, a thank you . . .

We are hoping the community will get behind the
initiative and take it forward. Local organisations
including churches, education and the Community Hub
are backing the idea and we hope you will want to be
part of it too.

How can you get involved? We are speaking to locally
based organisations including churches, Community
Hub, Care Settings and some local High St shops who
will have supplies of the stars. Individuals can choose
to decorate a star as part of an activity or individually at
home. Details of how to return stars will be available
from the point of issue. . . . .

or please ask Team Star:

Chris, Ann, St Nicholas Church; Nick, Romney Marsh
Community Church; Claire, Artistic Director; Paul &
Janet Thomas Mayor’s Charity

If you have any ideas, questions or could support the
project please contact Janet Thomas 01797 363657

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ST RS
of
New Romney
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‘Your Local Centre’ for both Trade
and also DIY

We have a large range of building
Materials and experienced staff

To help you.
Every Friday there will be a 10% discount for all over 60's in branch only...

Unit 4, Heritage Court, Mountfield Rd, New Romney TN28 8FA

Tel:01797 363633BILT New Romney
Builders Merchants
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Specialists in printing, embroidery, banners, 
workwear and personalised goods.

01797 363694

Members of Romney Marsh Morris, hand over cheque to Matt Crittenden on behalf of the whole station

Sandgate Identify
Theft
Jan Holben

From Which Consumer Magazine: “Identity theft is
when a person’s personal details are stolen, and can
happen whether that person is alive or dead” - and
bringing it closer to home - there have been a number
of identity theft cases in Sandgate recently.

At least 15 people from the Sandgate area have
reported incidents on social media: Facebook and
Nextdoor and to local councillor Tim Prater personally,
where they have been the targets of Identity Fraud.

In each case reported, it appears that during
December the Sandgate resident has had a mobile
phone contract with O2 taken out in their name and
their home address. Despite the victims knowing
nothing about these contracts and having never
received a mobile phone. Making matters worse, O2
are now pursuing these residents for outstanding
payments and in some cases when no payment is
forthcoming 02 are sending baliffs to recover the costs.

Cllr Prater notes that “all reports I've seen so far have
been in Sandgate village, Seabrook or the Golden
Valley: it's therefore really quite localised. . . . I've also

taken the issue up urgently with contacts at Folkestone
& Hythe District Council who have consulted with the
Police and Trading Standards”.

Not only is this very distressing for these residents who
receive bills for a mobile they know nothing about -
these ‘credit arrangements’ count against the residents
credit record and unless cancelled can result in a
negative credit score.

Cllr Prater stresses: “Please - if you've been caught,
don't ignore the letters, but contact O2 and Action
Fraud".

New leadership
for Dungeness
RNLI in 2022

It wasn’t ‘farewell’ but ‘see you soon’ on Thursday 17
February as long-serving Lifeboat Operations Manager
(LOM) Roger Gillett handed over his pager to new
Dungeness LOM, Vicky Morgan.

Roger has been an integral part of the RNLI team on the
south Kent coast since 1989, where he joined the crew as
a volunteer at Littlestone Lifeboat Station and soon made
his way to become a Helm in command of the boat. He
spent 8 years at Littlestone before moving over to volunteer
at Dungeness Lifeboat Station in 1997, where he joined the
All-Weather lifeboat as boat crew under Coxswain Stuart
Adams. As a devoted and hard-working member of the
team, Roger then trained up as Navigator, Mechanic and
Deputy Second Coxswain.

Before retiring from the boat, Roger was part of a rescue
involving a yacht overwhelmed by a storm gusting up to
70mph. Crew members were awarded a silver badge and a
‘Special Thanks’ on vellum.

Roger then retired
from the seas and
took the reigns as
Lifeboat Operations
Manager of
Dungeness Lifeboat
Station in 2016 and
was well respected
and admired as he led
the team at
Dungeness, always
putting the volunteers
first.

As Roger now retires
from operational
duties, he is
succeeded by existing
Deputy Launch Authority and Visits Officer, Vicky Morgan.

Vicky, says: ‘I’m incredibly proud to be part of the team
here at Dungeness. The volunteers here are all one family
and always pull together to Save Lives at Sea. I have
enjoyed volunteering alongside Roger and value all the
help he has given me and continues to give me.’

Vicky has been part of the team at Dungeness since 2016,
where she joined as Lifeboat Visits Officer alongside her
husband Jon, a serving member of the crew.

Vicky, with a background in Sports Therapy, enjoys some
eclectic hobbies including firebreathing, martial arts, skiing
and reading.

She has been a proactive advocate of the station and its
volunteers for many years and has built up a wealth of
operational knowledge.

Coxswain Stuart Adams, says: ‘Roger has been such an
asset for myself, our Mechanic Trevor and all of our
volunteers over many years and he has my utmost respect
for the dedication he has shown to the RNLI and our crew.
He deserves a relaxing retirement and I’m sure he won’t be
a stranger at our station! Vicky has already shown
dedication and great understanding in her role as Deputy
Launch Authority and is a proactive member of our team, I
look forward to the years to come.’

Roger handing his pager to new LOM Vicky

Vicky Morgan, new Lifeboat
Operations Manager
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Some people new to the Looker may not realise that it is
not my full time job, but something that I put together in my
spare time.

For many years I have been very fortunate to work onboard
some of the worlds most iconic cruise ships all over the
world.

One of the best parts of this is that you work with truly
diverse crews and more than anything, it opens your mind
to the way that other ethnic groups go about their lives.

On many of the ships, you could have Indian or Philippine
crew, who are amazing, many of them Muslim.

Now working with them first hand, it shows that you should
not judge people because of their religion or from where
the originate. Quite often in the UK you hear people talking
about Muslims being the cause of much of the world’s
terrorism. And before you start grabbing your pens to start
writing in, yes there are some evil people, who hide behind
some religious ideals in the name of terror, but the same
could also be said for some British ‘so called christians’.

One of the other groups that make up a lot of crews are
Ukraine Nationals, for some reason they have long tradition
of working at sea and you will find many Ukrainian officers
onboard ships, normally both on the Bridge as officers or
the engine rooms and hotel departments.

So, when I was away last week attending meetings in
Paris, I watched the world news in horror as Russian
president Vladimir Putin, upped the anti and did what the
western world had warned him against doing and that was
to declare war on his neighbouring country.

I visited Kiev for a work-related trip 11 years ago and found
it a very historic city, still then very much with reminders of
its communist past. But it was certainly turning its way of
living to a more western way of doing things.

I posted an opinion on social media and one of the first
people to respond was from a lady I first met when working
onboard as a Purser for the Saga Ship called Victoria
Morokhovets, She lives in Kharkov and has been updating
her social media posts informing her friends onboard ships
and around the world.

The one thing that strikes me looking at her posts are that
the people are working as one to overcome the tyranny of
Putin, as she said in her last message to me, the whole
country is grateful to the help that the whole of the rest of
the world is giving, in particular the UK and she finished by
stating, the past 4 days have felt like 4 years, but ‘The
darkest nights are always followed by a beautiful new
dawn’.

I am of a generation that has never witnessed war first
hand, I had just left school in 1982 when we went to war on
the other side of the world in the Falkland’s, I just
remember a feeling of almost excitement and thoughts of
this will be over before it began, The news that on 1st of
May that a Vulcan bomber had damaged the runway on
what is still the worlds longest ever bombing raid only
added to this, feeling of enthusiasm that this was going to
be a non event. Only for the reality of war to be brought
home with a jolt when HMS Sheffield was hit by an Exocet
Missile the day after UK forces sank the General Belgrano.

Over the coming days the reality of what war was like hit
home, when for the first time ever, we could see in our own
front rooms the destruction of war, with the sinking of ships
Like the Antelope, and the damage to Atlantic Conveyor, Sir
Galahad, Sir Lancelot and the Sir Tristram. It all became
very real then. And I remember thinking, why do we all
have to fight in wars in this day and age?

What is President Putin is doing, with his finger hovering
over the Nuclear button. I would like to think that he is
bluffing as he pumps his chest to the rest of the world. All I
know is we need to hope that this conflict is over sooner
than later and Putin is tried for war crimes against humanity
and dealt with in an appropriate manor. Because having
also worked with many Russians and enjoyed visits to St
Petersburg and Odessa, I am sure that the people of
Russia do not want a war either.

I am sorry if this Editor’s Word is a bit dark this edition, but I
think what happens over the next few weeks and months
will have a huge impact on the rest of the world over the
coming years.

Once again thank you for all the people who contribute to
the paper, sometimes we print things that some people
take issue with, but please be assured we always do it in
the knowledge that we are making people aware of stories
that we feel are important to the district. We never print
anything out of spite or malice. We just try to make the
paper the best local free paper in the district. Thanks for
reading….

David Wimble

There is an update on page 22 for giving Aid.
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Hickory Dickory
Dock, so that’s
what’s up with the
clock?
Residents of New Romney will have noticed that the
clock in St Nicholas Church has not been working for a
number of months and has been unreliable since the
start of the Covid Pandemic. Originally manufactured by
William Hunt of Ashford, a brass plaque in the church
shows the “The Church Clock was presented to the Town
by Mayor William Wightwick, on behalf of the Corporation
of New Romney in A.D. 1826. It was converted into an 8
day clock in A.D. 1870”.

New Romney Town
Council pay for the
annual servicing of the
Clock but day to day
oversight of its
operation is carried
out, voluntarily, by
local residents. Dave
Alderton looked after
the clock for many
years before handing
over the reins to Paul
Thomas (our current
Mayor) in February
2019.

Paul said “The Clock is
a Posted Frame clock,
fairly typical of the type fitted in many churches. The
Clock has two “trains”, the “striking train” which operates
a hammer to strike a Church bell once per hour and the
“going train” which operates the mechanism to drive the
Clock hands. When the clock was originally
manufactured both the striking train and the going train
were operated by large weights (just like a grandfather
clock) that had to be wound up by hand. I was recently
speaking to a local resident, Mary Richardson, who
recalled that her Grandfather used to wind the clock and
her brother, Vernon Hutchens, helped”.

The Clock was modified a number of years ago and an
electrically driven auto-wind mechanism was fitted to
both the striking train and going train. The current auto-
wind mechanism is a Smiths AW/8 motor/gearbox/control
unit which is connected by a chain to the barrel of the
Clock going train and has a 28kg weight, which slowly
falls to drive the Clock mechanism. The auto-wind
mechanism operates every hour to raise the weight and
the process repeats itself.

Over the last 12-18 months, the Clock has suffered from
a number of faults associated with the auto-wind
mechanism, causing the clock to stop. Due to the
closure of the Church and the non-availability of the
Clock company, Smiths of Derby, rectification of these
faults has been delayed multiple times. Indeed, Smiths
of Derby, like many other companies in the UK, had to
furlough their staff for 9 months.

So the 200
year old clock
actually works
well but the 20
year old
modern auto-
wind unit is not
letting it
perform! On
Tuesday 15th
February,
Smiths of
Derby
removed the
auto-wind for overhaul at their factory but these units are
no longer manufactured, so if it cannot be repaired a
new, more modern unit will have to be fitted.

The Clock face is also in poor
condition and negotiations are
taking place with Smiths of
Derby, to look at the options to
clean and repair it. All of this
work has to agreed by a
number of agencies, as the
Church is a Grade 1 listed
building.

Paul said, ”I look forward to
getting back to adjusting the
time once a week and regulating it periodically.
Regulation is carried out by either adjusting the length of
the wooden pendulum or by adding weight, in the form of
2p. pieces. Generally, the clock is accurate within 1 to 2
minutes per week, which is very good for a 200 year old
mechanical clock”.

The setting dial on the front of the
clock mechanism

(notice it is back to front!)

The 1826 Posted Frame Town Clock.

The defective auto-wind
mechanism after removal.



crisis’s such as when hurricanes hit and destroy homes
in the Philippines, these are obviously all acts of god,
but this War is not only very real, but all being played
out on our televisions.

I do not know what we can achieve, but I have
suggested that whilst there is still entry and exit
corridors to the country that we could offer
accommodation within local hotels to help these people
who have lost everything.

Something else that the council is doing is to start a
collection of clothing possibly at the community hubs.
So that we can forward these through partner
organisations like the Red Cross.

There is nothing glorious about any war and I have
always thought that talking is always the best way, but
seeing what my Ukrainian friends are going through is
heart breaking and I do not think that any amount of
talking will see Putin back down now.

He has done so much damage not only to the country
of Ukraine under the superb leadership of Volodymyr
Zelensky. But also think about the 200,000 Russian
troops, I am sure they do not want to be killing the
same people who mostly speak the same language
and used to be fellow countrymen and women.

The only way this war will be stopped is with the
removal of Putin, which I think will probably come as a
result of his fellow countrymen realising that the
Rouble is only now worth 30% of what it was a month
ago and that the country has had a run on all the
banks.

There are no easy answers and some people will state
that this is not ‘our war’ and it does not affect any of us
directly. But one look at your next gas bill will tell you
otherwise.

Please check the posts on the Looker Website for any
updates of decisions to collect clothing at Community
Hubs.

Anything we can do I am sure will be greatly
appreciated by our Ukrainian friends.
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A feeling of
Helplessness
and
Sadness
Ok so I know that writing this is nothing to do with our
District, but maybe it is?

I am sure, like me you have been very deeply
saddened by watching the atrocities unfold in what can
only be described as ‘very real time’ in the Ukraine.

With not only 24 hour news, but also the advent of
social media and live streamed content from our
phones, warfare is very real and being beamed across
the world ‘as it happens’.

What has this got to do with The Looker though?

Some of you who have read the paper for nearly 12
years are aware that I have a ‘Day Job’ which has
involved working onboard ships within the hotel
department as a cruise director and over the past 6
years supplying cruise ships with onboard radio
channels.

I have been lucky enough to work onboard ships all
over the world, for companies Like Cunard, Princess
Cruises, Windstar and my favourite company being the
one based on our own doorstep… SAGA.

Lots of people ask why SAGA? It’s simple they have a
unique friendly family of crew that make you smile from
the moment you step onboard.

When you work onboard ships, you are a part of a
‘family’ and it may sound a bit sycophantic but you
really are a global family. Onboard the Cunard Queen

Mary 2 we had over 50 nationalities! Like all families
you have squabbles but you stick together through
thick and thin.

SAGA, in particular has a
lot of crew (mainly officers)
from Ukraine and one
person in particular is a
good friend of mine her
name is Victoria
Morokhovets, she was born
and lives in Kharkiv the
second biggest city in the
country and the first to
come under very heavy
bombardment from Putins
army.

This morning I contacted her to see how she is? I
explained that we are trying to organise aid as a first
step via international aid organisations such as the
Red Cross. Her response was very real and sickening:
“Thanks a lot dear David, that's very kind of you. I can
contact our Volunteers to check what they require and
see if there's any way you could collect and then
transfer the aid to the city of Kharkiv. The City is all in
ruins now, they really need some help, but there's
already a lot of humanitarian aid entering the city, only,
because of constant shelling and bombings, it's very
difficult to get around the city. Thank you so much for
your help, it’s really touching, your help assistance
means a lot to us here. They have ruined my city even
more this morning, it’s in pieces now, worse that after
WW2”.

Although writing this on a Wednesday morning a week
before you pick this up to read it, things are changing
every hour, so this could all be very out of date by the
time you read this… But I have been asking what could
we do in our district to offer support to our Ukrainian
friends?

The first thing I did was email a friend of mine within
Saga, to ask if I could do anything with my District
Councillor hat on? I then contacted Saga and reached
out to both the chief executive of the council, along
with the Leader and senior officers and have contacted
the person who heads up the corporate Social
responsibility department at Saga.

Saga have a superb record in helping their ‘family of
crews’ around the world when there is international

The street scene that Victoria woke up too last Wednesday



Page 18 Page 19

Church Approach, 
New Romney, 

TN28 8AS

We prefer you to swear by your IT, not at it! 
Contact us now 
01797 363385  

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk   

*Remote IT support for business or home
*New & refurbished sales
*Call-outs for business or domestic users
*Preventative maintenance 
*Repairs to most electronic devices
*One to one training in your own home

Computer support,
maintenance and
repairs by local people 

Having problems with your IT? 
Need help setting up a new device?

Phone or tablet needing a new screen or battery?
 

www.thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

We Offer:

INNERWHEEL
CELEBRATING 90
YEARS OF SERVICE

On a beautiful Spring day, President Doreen Cooke-
Davies and the members of the Folkestone Inner Wheel
Club met on February 11th at the top of the Zig Zag Path
on the Leas to celebrate 90 memorable years of service in
the Folkestone community. At precisely 2.30pm, President
Doreen read out the minutes of the first ever meeting in
1932 together with the names of the founder members at
that historic meeting held in the Westward Ho Hotel in
Clifton Crescent. Since those early days, we’re proud to
say that Inner Wheel has spread to 104 countries with
over 100,000 members of whom over 14,000 are in Great
Britain and Ireland.

The occasion was marked by photographs taken by
helpful passers-by. First was actress and TV star Lesley
Vickerage (‘Soldier, Soldier’, Inspector Lynley Mysteries
etc) who was out walking with a friend and happy to help.
Second was the mother of 3 year old Isaac who was also
walking past. Isaac wished everyone ‘Happy Birthday’
and wanted to stay for the party! He was very happy to be
given one the colourful balloons as a souvenir. The
celebrations also featured delicious blueberry muffins and
ginger biscuits baked by Vice President Jane Flavell. It
was a wonderful gathering to celebrate all those 90 years
of service and all the Inner Wheel members who had
contributed so much. It will be long remembered by us all.

Folkestone Inner Wheel has supported local charities and

good causes with many thousands of pounds in donations
during those 90 years such as, recently, the Kent &
Sussex Air Ambulance, Food Bank, Macmillan Nurses
(through our annual Frugal Lunch and coffee mornings)
and providing Christmas food parcels and Shoe Boxes for
local families. At present we are supporting the Fifth Trust
at Elham which provides experience, including woodwork,
pottery, arts & crafts, and cookery, plus garden centre
tasks for adults with special needs. www.fifthtrust.co.uk

Folkestone Inner Wheel Club is a group of women who
meet once a month at Ward’s Hotel to promote friendship;
encourage personal service in our community and foster
international understanding. We also have enjoyable
outings and, of course, raise funds for charities and good
causes. We are always happy to welcome like-minded
people who might be interested in joining us. Please
contact our Secretary Maureen Foreman at:
folkestoneinnerwheelclub@outlook.com



If you would like a listing in ‘Dates for your
Diary’, they are FREE.

Please contact John Wimble (preferably at
least 2 weeks before the event date with a
short description address and times of the

event).

Contact: john@thelooker.co.uk

If you would like to have a boxed advert for
community events a small fee is charged

(dependent on size).

Contact: david@thelooker.co.uk

Rumours of Spring
As the daylight hours gradually increase, early signs of
spring in the natural world are all around us. Perhaps the
most obvious is bird song with common garden birds such
as Blackbird, Robin and Dunnock already in full song in our
New Romney garden and a pair of Collared Doves nest
building in a neighbour` s Cotoneaster thicket. In nearby St
Martin`s Field the haunting lament from an early morning
Mistle Thrush has been wafting across the town for a
month or more now, whatever the weather; this bird`s
complete indifference to the wind and rain gives rise to its
old country name of `storm cock`.

Across the Romney Marsh Rooks have started to return
to their tree-top colonies and repair storm-damaged stick
nests for the forthcoming breeding season. The most
obvious and active rookeries can be found amongst the old
Holm Oaks by Sainsbury`s in New Romney, or in Lydd
High Street opposite All Saints church. Both locations are a
hive of activity as Jackdaws, also competing for favourable
nest sites, add to the cacophony of noise and general
mayhem.

Further afield, at Dungeness, a pair of Ravens have
nested on the nuclear power station complex for the past
decade. The largest of the so-called `black crows` the
Raven is a traditional early breeder that can often be found
with a clutch of eggs in the nest by late winter. Its breeding
cycle is synchronised to take advantage of the spring
bonanza of placental afterbirth and stillborn remains from
the lambing season, a rich source of protein on which to
feed hungry nestlings.

A long trek across the farmland and wetlands of
Dengemarsh and Romney Salts on a recent fine, sunny
morning produced plenty of harbinger`s of spring. The
sweet cadence of Skylarks singing above the arable fields
contrasted with the jangling notes of Corn Bunting and the
metronomic song of Reed Bunting, both reclaiming
breeding territories along field and sewer margins
respectively. Sadly, though one animal absent from my
walk was the Brown Hare, now a scarce sight across the
flatlands due a combination of human interference ranging

from illegal coursing to the effects of ever intensive farming
methods.

We tend to forget that while this winter has been
extraordinarily wet and windy at times, on the plus side
temperatures have rarely fallen below freezing. As a result
garden Snowdrops and Crocuses have been in flower for
some time now along with the first Daffodils emerging
alongside the yellows of wild Celandine, Coltsfoot and
Kingcup on wayside banks and in drainage ditches. Willow
catkins are a good source of food for bees that venture out
on sunny days, and the mild weather has already
encouraged one or two Small Tortoiseshell butterflies to
break cover from their winter slumbers in our garden.

Walking in the woodlands near Appledore last week it
was apparent that most Grey Squirrels have remained
active throughout the winter as they seemed to be
everywhere, scurrying through the canopy and noisily
going about their nuptials. The distinctive spring calls of
Great Tits could be heard amongst the many singing
Wrens and Robins, while a Great Spotted Woodpecker
rattled loudly on a dead branch, a habit known as
`drumming`, in order to stake out a breeding patch and
attract a mate.

Many of these early breeders are, of course, playing a
high risk strategy as there is no guarantee the weather will
remain mild throughout the transition period as winter
morphs into spring. A sudden cold snap could scupper their
plans to get ahead of rival kin in the breeding stakes, with
much wasted effort all round, but we shall just have to wait
and see how the notoriously unpredictable month of
March pans out before assessing their success.

By Paul Trodd

WILDLIFE
Matters
WILDLIFE
Matters

R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST

Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over 
30 Years

Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance

SATURDAY 30th APRIL

Charity Fundraiser

A FABULOUS EVENING with

To book, please call 07949 728621

HERE COME THE GIRLS
JASON LEE

and

proudly supporting our local dementia charities

8pm-11pm     

Cinque Ports Avenue, Hythe, CT21 6HSdoors open 7.30pm     
American Supper - bring your own food & drink

Tickets £15   HYTHE BAY SCHOOL

Launch young people for life today

VOLUNTEER

Ross Way
Folkestone
CT20 3UJ 
Charity Registration No. 302743

FOLKESTONE & HYTHE

ADULT VOLUNTEERS - VARIOUS ROLES AVAILABLE
All training given, no previous experience required. 
Call us 01303 240487 or email recruitment@tsinvicta.co.uk

GreatstoneSenior
Singerslookingfor
help
Greatstone Senior Singers are a group of individuals
who have been entertaining, mainly in care homes, for
over thirty years.

They meet on a Monday afternoon at St Mary’s Bay
Village Hall to rehearse and they are currently looking
for someone to take the reins and help them to continue
singing.

They are a friendly group who enjoy singing and are
made up of people with varying musical abilities.

Their numbers are low at the moment since Covid 19
but are also recruiting new singers as well.

If there is anybody who is willing and able to take them
on please could they telephone : 01797 361204 or
come and see us on Monday afternoon at 1.30 pm at St
Mary’s Bay Village Hall.

Also if there is someone who would like to sing why not
come and give it a try. You would be made very
welcome.

The singers are currently singing songs from Rodgers
and Hammerstein shows including The King and I,
South Pacific, Oklahoma and the Sound of Music.

BID FOR A PAINTING
You can submit a bid for the painting above 
and the highest bid wins it to keep. The min-
imum bid is £50.00, with the money going to 

support the Romney Marsh Art Society. 
To enter, simply call 01797 364366 and 
ask for Yolanda. Then tell her your bid. You 

can also bid by email to 
rmas-chairman@hotmail.com. 

The painting is by John Hoffman and is in 
oils onto 50x40cm canvas. 

Page 20 Page 21



In 1994 a British pop group, as they used to be called,
D.Ream (note the catchy use of the full stop) released the
single ‘Things Can Only Get Better’. One of the members of
the band did rather well and we now know him as Professor
Brian Cox, he of the floppy fringe, soft voice and brain the
size of Jupiter. To the best of my knowledge, before you
ask, Patrick Moore was never part of The Rolling Stones.
Tony B. Liar (to continue the catchy use of the full stop)
adopted the tune and the rest was history.

It is the indomitable British ‘Blitz’ spirit (somewhat ironic,
considering that the original usage of Blitz meant the
destruction of a city with the collateral death of its civilian
inhabitants) means that, somehow, things are always going
to turn out OK. It may be bad now, but soon we’ll all be
looking back on this and having a good old laugh over a
nice cuppa and a Custard Cream biscuit. “How are you,
Mrs Jones?” “Oh, you know, mustn’t grumble. Not too bad,
all things considered”. A conversation repeated across the
UK at every small shop where the shopkeeper actually
knows their customers and, even more surprisingly, cares
about them.

The world has endured two years of an unprecedented
pandemic, Covid-19. Our lives were turned upside down.
Our loved ones died alone without the comfort of having
their hand held as they slipped away, businesses collapsed,
cities became deserts, we became extensions of our
laptops as human contact was removed to be replaced by

the cold, digital, soulless embrace of a Zoom call. We all felt
pretty sorry for ourselves. Then, miraculously it seemed a
light was at the end of the tunnel. A tiny, flickering beacon of
hope. Yes, we’d made it. We’re saved! It’s gonna be OK!

Only to find that the light at the end of the tunnel was the
express train hurtling towards us at an unfathomable
speed.

Putin.

Vlad the Impaler. The school playground bully strutting
around, daring anyone to challenge him.

The hope of Spring, as we emerged blinking in the daylight
like moles after two appalling years of the Pandemic, were
crushed in an instant. We hardly had time to put away our
masks, hand sanitiser and pause to take a breath, when
suddenly we were back in October 1962. This time instead
of Cuba it was Ukraine and once again Russia was
threatening to turn us, and our dreams, quite literally to
dust.

My point is this. The human spirit, our reserves of
resilience, our desire to be hopeful, to believe that things
really can only get better, is being stretched to breaking
point. We, humanity, are exhausted. The timing of this
current nightmare could hardly be worse. We struggle to
comprehend the brutality being unlashed on a sovereign
state just two hours away by a commercial airliner from
where you’re reading this, a short flight of 1500 miles. It
feels surreal.

If you are watching the news and tears fill your eyes, if you
feel like you cannot take one more minute of horrendous
news, then you are not alone. We are an inch away from a
collective nervous meltdown. But remember, that is nothing
compared to what innocent men, women, children and tiny
babies are experiencing at the hands of a brutal man and
his military ambitions.

Let us hold on to the slender hope that D.Ream were right.

Things Can Only Get …
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Mobile Phone
Appeal for
‘Porchlight’
Brought to a
Successful
Conclusion
THE ROTARY CLUB OF ROMNEY MARSH

At the beginning of September 2021 our Club launched
its Mobile Phone Appeal, asking the residents of
Romney Marsh to donate any unused – but working –
mobile phones (and chargers) so that we could pass
them on to ‘Porchlight’, a Charity that works with and
helps the homeless and vulnerable people in our area.
The phones are now being handed out to its clients so
that its outreach workers can stay in touch with them
and be on hand to help when needed.

The original intention was to
close the Appeal at the end of
November 2021 and to
concentrate our efforts on
our Santa’s Sleigh
Collection. However, so
great was the response
that the Appeal continued
until the end of January
2022, with the third and
final tranche of mobile
phones and chargers being
handed to Georgia Cook, of
‘Porchlight’, on 21st February.

In total, we collected and handed over 128 mobile
phones – way beyond our original expectations – due to
the generosity of the people of Romney Marsh, the
invaluable help so freely given by the people at the four
‘drop off points’ in New Romney, St. Mary’s Bay, Lydd,
and Dymchurch, and also the help of the Members of
The Rotary Club of Chatham – who read about our
Appeal in the October 2021 Edition of our District 1120
Magazine; Rotarian Doug Winter of RC Chatham drove
all the way from Chatham to Littlestone, New Romney,
to deliver a batch of mobile phones his Club had
collected – a wonderful example of the fellowship within
the Rotary organisation.

Both our Club and ‘Porchlight’ are extremely grateful to
everyone who has contributed to the Mobile Phone
Appeal, in any way.

Georgia has written to say, “Thank you so much from
staff and clients at ‘Porchlight’ to everyone who so
kindly donated towards this mobile phone appeal. Your
generosity has been amazing, with so many phones

being donated to our Outreach Service so that they can
give them to our clients. A mobile phone can be a
lifeline for many and something we often take for
granted. So thank you for helping to make life a little
easier for those who are struggling most in our
community”.

THANK YOU ALL.

Barbara Gold

President

AID FOR UKRAINE
The Looker have been advised this afternoon that the
District’s three community hubs have readily agreed to
be drop-off points for items (not clothing) being
collected to help the people of Ukraine.

Boxes, clearly marked UKRAINE, can be taken to:

Romney Marsh Community Hub -
Rolfe Lane, New Romney, TN28 8JR Monday to
Friday between 9am and 4.30pm.

The Lyminge Centre of Age UK Hythe
& Lyminge - 63 Station Road, Lyminge, CT18
8HQ Monday to Friday between 10am and 2pm.

Age UK South Kent Coast - 65
Shaftesbury Avenue, Folkestone, CT19 4NS Monday
to Friday between 9.30am and 4pm.

Any boxes delivered before Tuesday will be taken to
The Chambers in Cheriton Place, Folkestone, CT20

2BB, which has organised for a lorry to deliver to the
Ukraine next week.

The items that are needed are …

socks, wet wipes, hand sanitiser, tooth brushes and
paste, travel-sized shower gel, combs, small towels,
lip balm, pain relief tablets, rehydration solution and
tissues.

In addition they would welcome coffee sachets, tea
bags, hot chocolate, fruit drink powder, energy drinks,
sweets, chocolate, dried fruit, cereal bars and cups,
cutlery, pens and notepads, zip ties, draw-string bin
bags, small torches and batteries, space blankets,
face masks, safety pins and clothes pegs.

If you are able to share this information via your
networks we would be very grateful.

Kind regards

Cllr David Wimble
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issues. This, in conjunction with Section 91(1) of
the Act in effect makes it impossible for Southern
Water to object or for the Council to refuse to grant
planning permission for development on the
grounds that no improvement works are planned
for a particular area. Some developers may argue
that due to the legal obligations placed on
Southern Water under the WIA, sewerage or
wastewater treatment capacity for development is
not a material planning consideration. The case
precedent is a Supreme Court decision in Barratt
Homes v Welsh Water. The court held that the
developer has an absolute right to connect to the
existing sewer, regardless of whether this
overloads the system. It ruled that the specific
wording of the legislation allows for this right to be
exercised, at no cost to the developer apart from
normal connection charges. The use of the
planning system to impose "Grampian" conditions
as being the appropriate means of dealing with this
problem was affirmed in the Welsh Water decision.
"The planning authority can make planning
permission conditional upon there being in place
adequate sewerage facilities to cater for the
requirements of the development without
ecological damage. If the developer indicates that
he intends to deal with the problem of sewerage
by connecting to the public sewer, the planning
authority can make planning permission
conditional upon the sewerage authority first taking
any steps necessary to ensure that the public
sewer will be able to cope with the increased load.
…. Thus the planning authority has the power,
which the sewerage undertaker (Southern Water)
lacks, of preventing a developer from overloading
a sewerage system before the undertaker has
taken steps to upgrade the system to cope with
the additional load.

Paul Thomas concluded: ‘’The Planning Officers at
FHDC may want to consider whether they have
taken all Southern Water’s comments into
consideration during the planning process and
have applied appropriate conditions on the
relevant applications.”

Local residents may recall a few years ago the
main sewer pumps at Camber failed and for 3
months portable pumps were installed whilst a
multimillion pound upgrade was undertaken, which
backed up the main drains across the Marsh and
also led to a number of properties being flooded in
Lydd.

Looker editor David Wimble added: “I get that
there is a need to build new houses in our district,
but it’s important that there is the right mix of
Council and affordable housing alongside the
expensive four- and five-bedroom properties. We
need to build 870 new houses every year for the
next 15 years to hit the target imposed by central
government, which is why I back the Otterpool
Park development. If you really must build on a
green field site, make sure you have the
infrastructure in place from the outset. In addition
to wastewater services, this means schools,
medical facilities, libraries, play areas and leisure
facilities. Towns like New Romney cannot keep
having houses added on without additional
resources being put in place first.”

The Looker hopes that before any more major
developments are given planning permission
across the district that the infrastructure to deal
with wastewater and sewage is adequate to deal
with the potential additional demands on the
system.
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Sort the Sewage
out before
buildingmore
housing
Marsh residents are raising concerns that new
housing developments are overpowering our
current sewerage system. Building houses on the
Marsh has been the district council’s preferred
location of any part of our district, but the
infrastructure around these houses was never
designed to cope with the number of houses that it
is having to service.

Looker editor David Wimble said: “I remember
about 8 years ago there were concerns about the
adequacy of the sewerage pumping station at the
bottom of Church Lane when Southern Water
confirmed that the station was already running at
40% over what it had been designed to service.
Since that time several hundred houses have been
built and already over 150 new houses are yet to
be connected. I really do think it is time to stop this
building on green field sites unless the
infrastructure is in place.”

The issue raised its head again when a
development at Victoria Road was passed for
building up to 80 new homes, which was narrowly
given the go-ahead last year at a planning
committee meeting, despite a fight by local

councillors.

It is understood that the developer has since sold
the site with the new owner planning to build even
more houses. Some residents on the other side of
the town have already had issues for many
months with sewage pumping stations failing in
Rolfe Lane and Southern Water having to pump
into lorries 24/7 for many months.

The Looker asked Paul Thomas, New Romney
Mayor and Chairman of the Town Council’s
planning committee, for his views and he told The
Looker: “"Southern Water is a statutory consultee
on all planning applications and the Waste Water
or SuDS recommendations by Southern Water on
any development are always reviewed by the New
Romney Town Council Planning and Environment
Committee. If they stipulate any conditions with
the development, we will always include this in our
response to the Local Planning authority at
Folkestone and Hythe District Council.’’

It should be noted that under Section 106 of the
Water Industry Act 1991, a developer must obtain
permission to make a connection to the
wastewater system, as part of the planning
application. However, Southern Water looks to
Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) to require
developers to demonstrate in their planning
application submission that there is adequate
infrastructure capacity both on and off the site to
serve the development and that it would not lead
to adverse amenity impacts for existing or future
users.

Southern Water has a legal obligation under
Section 94 of the Water Industry Act 1991 (WIA
1991) to provide developers with the right to
connect to a public sewer regardless of capacity

Area Marked in orange, where housing is planned with local residents worried about the land marked purple where
further development has been rumoured . Mayor Paul Thomas (inset) explains the councils position

Is the current pumping station and sewage treatment plant already at capacity?

Houses already
passed for
construction

Site locals worry
about furtherr
construction
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Photos From The PastWith Vince Shell
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Crash Landings on Romney Marsh.

Above: In January 1958, a ‘Dove’ aircraft belonging to Channel Airways crash landed
at Dungeness. It was travelling from Rotterdam to Southend and had been diverted

to Lydd because of fog. No-one was injured.

Bottom: In June 1944, a Liberator made a forced landing at Dengemarsh and the
crew of ten escaped unhurt.

It's surprising the number of the old British
comedies that have fallen foul of the 'woke'
brigade Little Britain, Bo Selecta, League of
Gentleman, The Mighty Boosh, In Sickness and In
Health, Fawlty Towers, It Ain't Half Hot Mum all no
longer meet the criteria imposed by the PC
brigade. Yes times have changed and society has
changed with it but you cannot change the history
of comedy. Censorship isn't new and Mary
Whitehouse was famed for her sweeping
condemnation of comedy deemed 'risque'

A successful comedic formula takes on many
forms. Comedies such as Fawlty Towers, The
Office didn't outstay their welcome but left a
legacy to the British comedy scene. Others
continued until their audiences waned or they
were pulled. But one comedy grew and grew and
became funnier the longer it went on. Its audience
not only grew with it but it attracted a new younger
set of fans. A comedy we cared for and grew up
with. We formed an attachment with the
characters, similar to the one we formed with our
own family members and we stayed the course
until the Trotter brothers finally became
'Millionaires''

Penned by John Sullivan, Only Fools and Horses
ran for 22 years and it's hard to believe that the
last episode aired on Christmas Day 2003 as it
has hardly been off our screens since. But what
made it so popular and a British Institution?

The answer is an amalgamation of factors, great
writing, great actors, great characters. No
comedy has ever produced so many iconic
characters and every one played their part in
creating such a phenomenal
success. Del Boy, Rodney (Dave),
Grandad, Uncle Albert, Trigger,
Boycie, Marlene, Denzil, Mike,
Sid, Mickey Pearce each one
vital to the shows success.
The supporting cast were
equally as impressive
the Driscoll Brothers,
Inspector Roy Slater,
Mental Mickey and

who could ever forget Tony D'Angelo the singing
bin man. The key to any successful comedy/
drama is to care or empathise for the characters.
Hands up who hasn't shed a tear watching OFAH,
the lift scene with Del and Rodney (Dave) showed
that Jason and Lyndhurst were not only
comedians but damn fine actors too.

The characters had their own little catchphrases,
niches and funny ways. Del's faux French
phrases, Rodney's 2 GCSE's, Trigger calling
Rodney 'Dave' throughout the entire season,
Boycie's laugh and Grandad and Uncle Albert's
conniving ways to empty Del's liquor cabinet. Own
up who hasn't quoted lines from the show or
imitated Boycie's laugh.

The show also produced so many iconic TV
moments such as Del falling through the bar, the
Batman and Robin scene through the streets of
Peckham, Triggers broom, the inflatable dolls to
name but a few and who else would admit to
cheering and clapping as Del and Rodney (Dave)
finally achieved their dream of becoming
millionaires as they went crazy in the Reliant
Robin outside Sotherby's. Though sadly no longer
with us I will always be able to proudly say I
visited the Roman Galley pub, scene of the Jolly
Boys outing and Rodneys arrest.

OFAH has become a timeless classic and the only
other comedy that I can watch endless repeats of
is Friends which like OFAH gave us characters
that we loved and cared about. Sadly time not

only caught up with the show but also the
actors and each passing led us to mourn
each character with the same pain and grief
as we would a family member.

The legacy however remains
and will do for a very long time.
OFAH IS the greatest British
comedy of all time and one that
is not only loved but truly
cherished. Now all
together "Put a pony in
my pocket, I'll fetch the
suitcase from the back"
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DEVELOPMENT LAND WANTED NOW

Livingstone Homes Proud to sponsor Marsh Memories

Leo@livingstonehomes.co.uk or call :07711 284959
We are actively looking for land for residential development all over the South East of Kent. We

have a great track record of successful planning applications that maximise land values

Reminiscences of
Lydd
“My father sometimes sent me to Dungeness with a
bag of cabbages with instructions to wait for the
herring boats to come ashore and to meet ‘Fiddle’
Tart. He would give me in return as many herrings
as I could carry back home to Lydd. My father had
gone to sea in his younger days in what was known
as sailing luggers.

“I remember when the brewery in the High Street
was used by the Kennard family who brewed beer
at 2½% alcohol to avoid paying excise duty. My
first job when leaving school in 1931 was with this
brewery and I had to stick labels onto the bottles of
beer by hand. I also remember the many happy
days I played on the Rype as a boy. I remember
the different sounds; the brewery hooter when it
was time to go home for tea and the church bells I
loved to hear whilst walking with my father on a
Sunday evening. Sometimes on a calm day the
surf could be heard in the East Bay and of course
the boom of the old Dungeness foghorn.

“During that time, quite a
number of well-known
characters could be seen going
around the Rype making, or
trying to make, a living. Jacky
Ford from Dungeness on his
tricycle selling a few small fish
and ‘Leather Jacket’ from
Dungeness doing likewise. We
also had the Town Crier calling
out information about coming
events and also the
Lamplighter to help us on a
dark night. Then of course
there was the shrimp man with
his call of ‘Shrimpo’, and I have
yet to taste better. There was
also the peppermint man who
came once a year and also the

muffin man with his horse and small cart. Mr.
Balcomb sold tea and buns to the soldiers on the
Galloways Road from a small hut and Mr. Jell went
round with a water cart selling water at 1d. per
bucket.

“I had various ways of earning pocket money, one
being to collect jam jars or the odd rabbit skin and
take them to the scrap merchant who would give
me 2d. With this, I could go to the pictures in
Manor Road on a Saturday afternoon. When I was
about twelve, I was able to go turnip topping early in
the year. This was to enable the plants to bush out
and produce more seed and so a bigger harvest.
We took the tops home to be cooked.

“Later on during the summer holidays I got a job
turnip seed stamping. This meant riding on a
horse-drawn box sledge and then stamping the
harvested plants lightly when loaded by the farm
hands. The sledge with me on top was then drawn
to the centre of the field and tipped on to a large
wagon sheet where it was then rolled by a horse-
drawn roller. With this method it was able to
separate the seeds from the small pods, quite a
dusty job. My wages for this were 3/6d. (17p.) a
day, so I felt quite rich.” . . . Vic Flisher.

The Looker would like to wish one of our regular readers
Joan Maisey from West Hythe a very happy 90th Birthday.
The Looker was very pleased to attend her special day and
party on Saturday the 26th February at the Secret Garden
in Smeeth.
Joan was joined by her close family and friends, who all
had very many stories of this extraordinary lady.

Looker Editor David Wimble first met Joan onboard a
SAGA Cruise about 10 years ago and became instant
friends. David said: “If you ever have a discussion with
Joan, it’s very simple, just agree with her as she is quick to
tell you that she is always right!
Always a great laugh and quick with a response, Joan has
a very quick wit and keeps everyone on their toes! We
hope we behaved well enough to get invited to the 100th!
With 50 guests, Joan had family from all over the country
come and join her for her special day and had children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren join in with the
celebrations.

I did warn you I would get my own back Joan,
Love David & Sarah.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
JOAN Slow Cooker Harissa Chicken & Flatbread

As working life for some returns to more of our
normal life, I wanted to share one of my recipes
great for busy families. Place all ingredients in
the slow cooker & let it cook itself. The flatbread
recipe is so simple & tasting- a great job for the
kids to make.

Serves 4

4 British skinless chicken breasts

4 tbsp Harissa spice mix

1 Red onion, peeled & sliced

2 Cloves garlic, peeled & finely chopped

2 Peppers, any colour, de-seeded & sliced

1 Stick celery, diced

1 Carrot, peeled & diced

800g Chopped tomatoes

70g Diced fruits, apricots, sultanas, or dates

350g Self raising
flour

350g Natural yogurt

1 tsp Nigella seeds

Place the chicken
on a large tray,
sprinkle over half
the spice, turn the
chicken over &
sprinkle the
remaining spice,
cover & marinade in
the fridge for 2-3
hours
Place the prepared
vegetables,
chopped tomatoes
& fruit into the slow cooker
Rinse out one of the tomato cans with water &
add to the pot

Add salt & pepper
Place the chicken on top, place the lid on top

Cook on low for 8 hours

To make the flatbread, in a bowl simply combine
the flour, yogurt & seeds
Divide into four, gently roll out on a floured
surface
Heat a large frying pan & cook on each side for
approximately 3-4 minutes
Serve the chicken in bowls with the flatbread, if
desired garnish with a drizzle of yogurt,
chopped coriander & a scatter of pomegranate
seeds.
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Basic Gardening
With Michael Gooch

Budgeting Tips
With June Gooch
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More weeding! The weeds are beginning to grow, along
with all the Spring Flowers, so just try and keep them down
as much as possible. Grass will probably want cutting, and
you can rake over the lawn, to get some of the moss and
debris from the roots. This is a basic gardening article, but
some keenie gardeners will not only rake over the grass but
go around with a fork, making indents about every 6 inches
to aerate the lawn, but that is quite a chore. The keen
gardeners may dig up a lot of the weeds, but if you are not
opening your lawn as a bowling green it is probably not
necessary. If you have perennials that still have dead bits
lying around, they can be tidied up, to allow the new
shoots, plenty of sunshine and space.
Finish off any last minute pruning, including the roses, and
tie up ramblers and climbers. Your garden may be full of
spring flowers, which are so beautiful and heart- warming, it
will take your breath away. When we had the “beast from
the east” a few years ago, although it was pretty grim, I
found it didn’t depress too much, because at the beginning
of March, you knew it was only temporary.
You can start planting flower seeds, indoors, on window
sills and warm places. It is still too early to plant things in an
unheated greenhouse. But make sure you have your
compost ready, and seed trays. And if appropriate, covers,
to keep the seed trays warm, and hold the day time heat.
You will need a fine watering can, and water with tap water.
Water that has been sitting in butts, may be harbouring
pathogens, which may harm your baby plants. Towards the
end of the month, you can start in your greenhouse. If you
are a new gardener and growing your own flower seeds for
the first time, French marigolds, antirrhinums (snap
dragons) sunflowers, and hollyhocks are a good place to
start. Apart from the snapdragons, they are big enough to
see and plant easily. Snapdragons have tiny seeds, just
scatter them evenly with a tea spoon, or between your
fingertips. Many people buy plug plants to give your plants
a head start. One word of warning, if using plug plants,
don’t put them out too soon. There was a time when
bedding plants went out in May/June, but they seem to get
earlier and earlier. There are so many sources selling
plants, that they are all trying to get ahead of the curve, but
don’t be too keen to get planting out. In a mellow autumn,
bedding plants are going until December, so there isn’t a
competition! You will still get lots of enjoyment from them,
even if they aren’t out until June. Last year too, there were
late frosts, which damaged a lot of plants.

Once you start
working on seed trays, they will need watering every day.
Depending on the temperature it may be more often. You
can buy sets of racks for your greenhouse, which houses
the seed trays very neatly. I change the position of the trays
every few days, the lower ones, will get less sun on a
sunny day, and the top row too much. Keep us out of
mischief for a while!

AND NOW FOR THE VEG.
So here we are in early March, and perhaps one of the
most exciting times in the gardening year as we can begin
to sow and plant out in anticipation of bumper harvests later
in the year!
Remember that the ground is cold and that frosts are still
likely, but nevertheless we can start with those crops which
are hardier than most and which can get off to a good start
in the growing season.

SHALLOTS AND ONION SETS can be planted out as they
are quite hardy. You normally buy them in nets or packs of

500 gms which is enough for most garden plots. If you have
an allotment, and like onions, it is well worth planting one or
two packs as, if stored correctly, will keep you in onions well
into next winter. Push shallot bulbs well into the soil to give
firm anchorage 6 to 9 inches apart and rows 9 to 12 inches
apart. (A good variety is Golden Gourmet, which are easily
obtainable and crop well). Space onion sets similarly apart,
but push bulbs into soil so that only the tips are showing,
since birds tend to peck round them and displace them. I
prefer the round variety rather than the flat ones, as the
former seem to store longer without going soft. Varieties
such as Sturon are usually successful. Don’t plant bulbs
which are wizened and shrivelled- looking as they won’t
mature. Try red onions as well- these add a touch of colour
to salads.

BROAD BEANS can be sown directly into the soil in
double rows 6 inches apart. These will be later maturing
than Autumn/Winter varieties, and as previously mentioned
in this column will need staking as the plants grow taller.
They can also be prone to blackfly but more of this later.
Alternatively, you can sow broad beans in small pots or
seed trays and raise in a cold greenhouse. If you do this,
keep moistened as compost can easily dry out as
temperatures rise in the greenhouse. When the plants are 4
or 5 inches high, they can be planted direct into growing
area.

EARLY PEA VARIETIES can be sown now, but sow plenty
in drills in broad rows 6 to 9 inches apart. The reason for
this is that pea seeds are a tempting morsel for mice and
birds, so if you can net them over that will help. An old
gardening friend of mine used to soak his peas in paraffin
overnight before sowing, as this is supposed to put off
potential diners! I’ve never tried it myself so can’t vouch for
it.

LETTUCE, RADISHES AND SPRING ONIONS can
provide early summer salads if sown now. There are so
many varieties to choose from that it pays to browse the
racks or catalogues to see which ones tempt you. Lettuce
can be sown virtually all the year round, so fresh sowings
every few weeks should keep you well supplied. Thin out
radishes so they can bulb out. If you have the luxury of
cloches, these are a great boon in protecting young plants
and encouraging growth.

LEEKS can be sown directly into the soil in rows, and thin
out as the seedlings appear so as to give the rest a good
start. Keep well –watered.

BRASICCAS such as cabbage, cauliflower and brussels
can be sown directly into the soil. Remember that as they
mature, they do take up a lot of space, so you may wish to
grow smaller quantities. In this case, it is probably better to
buy just a few plants later in the spring or summer rather
than spend time raising from seed and having more plants
than you need.

POTATOES (early varieties) are approaching planting time,
so if you have been storing them for the last few weeks,
check that they are in good condition and sprouting well. It’s
not too late to buy seed potatoes if you haven’t already
done so. Next time, we’ll look at planting methods and
more vegetables to sow.

Happy planting!

Getting to know you…….
I was smiling recently, about all the different names we
have given to getting to know a partner, over the years.
Jane Austin’s heroines were “Chaperoned” Agatha
Christie’s parlour maids, were “walking out” with Jim from
the garage, or Frank the 2nd gardener. Our generation
were “courting” The next generation. “were going out
with” A younger generation are “seeing” And celebrities
are “an item”

But they all described the same process really, getting to
know a partner, with a view to making a decision either to
marriage or a long term relationship. A long slow process
of finding out about the other person, points of
connection, cultural connections, having the same
standards and values and ideas. About money,
entertainment, hobbies, rearing children, religion,
education and many other issues. Relationships can
succeed, outside of these connections, but it is putting an
obstacle course in way, and making success much more
unlikely! Many couples plunge into a relationship, sharing
a flat and a bed, from about the third date, and it is no
wonder so many end in disaster. There is no depth to the
relationship, few points of connection.

What has this to do with budgeting? Like everything else
in life, successful budgeting, is a careful, thoughtful
process, and spending should be the same. Modern life
would encourage us to be in a rush all the time, not
taking time to think things through properly. But
especially if money is short, it is good to make every
purchase a measured decision. Whether it is box of
cereal or a car, or a new washing machine, never be in
so much of a hurry, that you can’t look around, compare
deals, and decide what is best for you, and your pocket,
and your circumstances.

Never be rushed into a decision about buying anything.
Always take your time. There is a car selling firm, fronted
on adverts by Philip Schofield that promised a quote for
your car in 60 seconds. They have now changed it to 30
seconds. Besides buying a home, a car is the biggest
financial decision most of us will make. It should be a
very measures decision to buy and sell, not entered into
lightly, or in a few seconds. At the end of the day, it is not
that simple anyway. You have to get new insurance for a
new car, renew the tax, find out about the MOT status,
and register change of ownership. So these promises are
empty spin anyway. Always have a healthy cynicism
about national adverts, they are mostly carefully crafted
codswallop!! (Not of course, the genuine local ones in
“Looker”!)

Remember the lessons of “getting to know you……..”
Everything that is worthwhile takes time and thought. Be
very careful about buying stuff on line. If you want it and
need it, surf the net for the best offers, and then pounce
when you have found what you want at the best price.
But don’t shop on spec on line. They are designed to be
a trap and snare. Always ask yourself, would your life
suffer in any way, if they were out of stock? Never
respond to timed offers that run out at midnight. They are
always a fraud. There will always be another coming
along behind it! A Psychologist has suggested you should

NEVER shop during the hours when you should be in
bed. During the night your powers to make rational
decisions are at their lowest ebb. If you suffer from
depression, it will be worst during the night hours, when
there are no distractions.

If life is a financial struggle, as it is for many, learning to
take the long view will certainly help you to stay in the
black, and avoid those instantly regretted decisions. I
don’t think relationships have changed all that much
since Jane Austen’s days- if you rush into one, it is more
likely to be a disaster, and so it is with spending. We live
in an age of instant fulfilment- but it is an illusion, but if
you rush into it, you may live to regret it!!

Congratulations
Sheila Difford Hodges

On becoming a newly elected
Councillor for

New Romney Town Council,
Town Ward

At the recent By-election held on
Thursday 3rd of March



AND ANOTHER THING ...
By Russell Tillson

My all-time favourite comedians are Morecambe and Wise –
by a country mile. Eric and Ernie worked in variety, radio, film
and most successfully in television. Their partnership lasted
from 1941 until Morecambe's death in 1984 (Wise died in
1999). They have been described as "the most illustrious,
and the best-loved, double-act that Britain has ever
produced". Their friendship began in 1940 when they were
each booked separately to appear at the Nottingham Empire
Theatre. At the suggestion of Eric's mother, they worked on a
double act, making their debut in August 1941 at the
Liverpool Empire. They made their name in variety and
radio, transferring to television in 1954, where they had a
series of shows spanning over twenty years, during which
time they developed their act, most notably after moving to
the BBC in 1968, where they were teamed with their long-
term script writer Eddie Braben. They started as a song-and-
dance comedy act and my own father remembered them
performing in Southend, describing their act as unfunny!
Years later he conceded he was wrong!

Much of their material consisted of recurring catch phrases.
Barely a show would go by without Eric referring to Ernie's
"short, fat, hairy legs", or pointing out that "you can't see the
join", where Ernie's supposed wig was attached. The wig
sometimes appeared in the credits, with variations on "Mr
Wise appears by kind permission of Rentawig". If Ernie
received a little applause for something, Eric would say "I
see your fan's in" He was fond of offering his partner some
"Tea, Ern?", while if anyone fluffed a line, he would usually
say, "That's easy for you to say!" or "You can say that
again". There were constant references to Ernie's supposed
meanness with money and drink. If someone said a line
while he was looking at somebody else, Eric would say, "You
said that without moving your lips"; as if the non-speaker
were a ventriloquist throwing his or her voice. Another
ventriloquial allusion was made when Eric said, should his
intended listener be looking away, "Look at me
when I'm talking to you!". Some catch
phrases developed from earlier sketches.
When Eric played an incompetent 'Mr
Memory', unable to remember anything
without unsubtle prompting from Ernie,
he was prompted with "Arsenal!"
disguised very badly as a cough.
Later, whenever Ernie, or
anyone else, coughed or
sneezed, Eric would shout
"Arsenal!". Eric would often ask:
"What do you think of it so far?" and
would use a prop such as a statue to
answer: "Rubbish!". Another example
was: "There's no answer to that!", which
was said by Eric after anything which could
be construed as innuendo. He would also
say "Pardon?" for a similar
effect.

A long-running joke was Eric’s story,
‘There were two old men sitting in
deckchairs. One turns to the other and says, “It’s
nice out today”’. Ernie usually closed the joke at
that point as it was obviously heading for a rude
punchline. Visual gags were frequently used,
such as Eric slapping the shoulders and then
both sides of Ernie's face or grabbing Ernie by
the lapels. Uncooperative guests received the
same treatment. A particular affectation was Eric
putting his glasses askew or waggling them up

and down on his nose. Eric would often hold an empty paper
bag in one hand, throw an imaginary coin into the air, watch
it during its flight and then flick the bag with his finger giving
the impression that the item had landed in the bag. Often
Ernie would appear on a curtained stage expecting Eric to
join him from behind the curtain, but Eric would be unable to
find the opening and must fight his way on. Another curtain
gag would have Eric standing in front of the stage curtains or
at the side of the stage and pretending that an arm (his own)
comes out from behind the curtain and seizes him by the
throat. Often at the end of the show, the duo would exit the
stage by skipping while putting alternate hands behind their
heads and backs. As a carry-over from their music hall days,
Eric and Ernie sang and danced at the end of each show,
although they were forced to abandon this practice when
Morecambe's heart condition prevented him from dancing.
Their signature tune was Bring Me Sunshine, although they
used other songs as well, notably "Following You Around"
and "Just Around the Corner". Another running gag involved
an old music hall colleague, Arthur Tolcher, who would
appear in evening wear playing on his harmonica, only to be
told "Not now, Arthur!" At the end of the show, after the final
credit, Arthur would sneak on stage and begin to play, only
for the screen to cut to black.

Their treatment of their guest stars was deliberately terrible.
Eric and sometimes Ernie would often call an invited guest
by the wrong name. SoAndré Previn was "Andrew
Preview", Ian Carmichael was Hoagy Carmichael, Elton
John was Elephant John, Vanessa Redgrave was "Vanilla
Redgrave" and when The Beatles appeared, Ringo
Starr was "Bongo". The pair would frequently make fun of
Des O'Connor in various disparaging ways - "There's only
one thing wrong with Des O'Connor records. The hole in the
middle isn't big enough". Eric was always claiming that the
"Des" in Des O'Connor was short for "Desperate", "Desert".
During the shows in which Ernie's execrable plays were
shown, a catch phrase for Ernie - "The play what I wrote" -
was used. Guest stars were conned into taking part and
made to utter absurd, ungrammatical lines. The presentation
of these inept plays allowed for the staged historical drama,
which usually parodied genuine historical television plays or
films. Wise's play, complete with cheap props and shaky

scenery would then be acted out by
Morecambe, Wise and the show's guest star.
Guests included Dame Flora
Robson, Penelope Keith, Laurence Olivier,

Sir John Mills, Vanessa Redgrave,
Glenda Jackson, Peter Cushing (who

in a running gag would keep
turning up to complain that he
had not been paid for an earlier
appearance) and Frank Finlay.
Morecambe and Wise would
often pretend not to have heard of
their guest or would appear to
confuse them with someone else.

Everyone remembers the appearance
of the respected BBC
newsreader Angela Rippon, who
started off in newsreader mode
with an economic report. Then
she started reciting the lyrics to

a famous song ("There may be
trouble ahead"). The news desk was pulled
apart, Rippon stood up and revealed her very
nice legs, before doing a dance routine. A
running gag was a short sequence showing a
well-known artist in close-up bemoaning "I
appeared in an Ernie Wise play and look
what happened to me!". The camera would
then show the artist doing some low-status job
such as newspaper seller (Ian Carmichael),

Underground guard (Fenella Fielding), dustman (Eric
Porter), or bus conductor (André Previn).

On Christmas Day, half the nation would gather round the
TV to laugh at their Christmas special. These spectaculars
were a mix of sketches, musical routines, quick visual
gags and usually an Ernie play featuring a TV star. The
Christmas Show in 1977 attracted one of the highest ever
audiences in British TV history with 28 million viewers.
Glenda Jackson, not someone apparently given to
suffering fools, appeared in not one but two Christmas
specials. In 1977, Elton John is lost in the studio. At one
point he bumps into Dad’s Army’s Captain Mainwaring –
who calls him a “stupid boy” – and can only perform “after
the show has finished”. His audience consists of two
cleaning ladies – played of course by Eric and Ernie. A
famous routine was their 1976 Show parody of the scene
from the film Singin' in the Rain where Gene Kelly dances
in the rain and sings the title song. The sketch featured
Ernie copying Gene Kelly's dance routine, on a set which
copied the set used in the film, with Eric playing the
policeman. In their version, there is no water, except for
some downpours onto Eric's head (through a drain or
thrown out of a window).
Their most famous sketch, in 1971, featured Andre Previn,
who was introduced by Ernie as Andrew Preview. Popular
myth holds that Previn had to learn his lines in the taxi on
the way from the airport, but in reality he had had two
days of rehearsals. Previn is perplexed by the news that
he will not, after all, be conducting Yehudi Menuhin in
Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto, but rather Grieg’s Piano
Concerto with Eric as piano soloist: Ernie: I can assure
you that Eric is more than capable. Previn: Well—all right.
I'll go and get my baton. Ernie: Please do that. Previn: It's
in Chicago.
Eric goes on to treat Previn and the orchestra with his
customary disdain ("In the Second Movement, not too
heavy on the banjos") and produces his own score but
consistently fails to enter on the conductor's cue. This is
because, when the orchestra begins, Eric is standing next
to Previn. During the introductory bars, Eric needs to
descend from the conductor's rostrum, down to his place
at the piano. He cannot do so in the time available and so
misses his cue. After failing twice to reach the piano, they
decide he should be seated there at the start. Even then,
he cannot see Previn when the conductor gestures for
him to begin playing, because the piano lid obscures his
view, and so Previn is asked to leap in the air at the
appropriate time. When he finally manages to enter on
time, Eric's rendition of the piano part is so bizarre that
Previn becomes exasperated and tells Eric that he is
playing "all the wrong notes". Eric stands up, seizes
Previn by the lapels and menacingly informs him "I'm
playing all the right notes—but not necessarily in the right
order." Previn shows how the piece should be played but
Eric, after a moment's reflection, delivers a verdict of
"Rubbish!" and he and Ernie walk off in disgust. Previn
starts playing Eric's version and the duo rush back,
declare that Previn has finally "got it" and start dancing
ecstatically. All three were impeccable in their delivery of
the perfect comedy sketch.

The 1976 Breakfast Sketch is one of the duo's most
familiar and is a parody of a stripper routine where Eric
and Ernie are seen listening to the radio at breakfast time.
The tune "The Stripper" comes on and the duo perform a
dance using various kitchen utensils and food items,
including Ernie catching slices of toast as they pop out of
the toaster, and finally opening the fridge door to be
bathed in light, as if on stage, while they pull out strings of
sausages which they whirl around to the music. Another
memorable sketch was a pastiche of the song There Is

Nothin’ Like a Dame, where Eric and Ernie’s supporting
cast is studded with TV personalities from the era – Barry
Norman, Michael Parkinson and Eddie Waring, to name
three. The joke football result was always good for a laugh:
East Fife 4, Forfar 5. Eric used to greet his friend, BBC
sports reader JamesAlexander Gordon, with the joke
whenever he saw him. Other memorable Eric lines are
worthy of recall - “I always take my wife morning tea in my
pyjamas, but is she grateful? No. She says she’d rather
have it in a cup.” or “I used to play football in my youth.
Then my eyes went bad. That’s why I became a referee.”
Then there is the famous joke where Eric watches a police
car whizz past with sirens blaring, and comments to Ernie:
“He won’t sell much ice-cream going at that speed.” One of
my favourites is where Eric, as Cyrano de Bergerac, asks
“What would it take for you to kiss me?” and Penelope
Keith, as the Queen of France, replies: “Chloroform.” Or
plain silliness in Ernie’s answer to Eric’s “What’s on the
television?” - “A fruit bowl and an ashtray.”

Ernie Wise once described their style of comedy as
“naughty schoolboy humour”. There was sexual innuendo
and debunking aplenty as some of the biggest stars of
screen and stage queued up to join in the fun. But there
was nothing to offend granny or that you would feel
uncomfortable watching with a six-year-old. Indeed, how
innocent it all seems now, and innocent in an endearing
way, a way that is unrepeatable. Morecambe and Wise
reinvented the style of comedy that had inspired
them. They developed and honed their act in the
unglamorous and unforgiving world of British post-war
variety theatre. Their lasting appeal is a combination of
many things - they grew up with each other and had an
instinctive timing that is hard to replicate. They were
friends who learned their craft together. Making mistakes
together - finding what works and doesn’t work as they
played clubs and theatres for over 20 years before TV.
They were likeable and people related to them, to their
sense of humour and their comedy. Eric was one of the
finest comics Britain has seen and, with the perfect
comedy foil at his side, it was a truly magical combination.
His timing was immaculate, and they had a trust in each
other that flowed effortlessly through their performance.
They were so relaxed together on stage, so funny, that
everyone felt safe in their company. They were brilliant
because they appealed to everybody in all walks of life.
There is no equivalent today that has the warmth, broad
appeal, and genuine side-splitting humour.

In 2021 I visited the Eric Morecambe statue in his
hometown. Unveiled by the Queen in 1999, the statue
captures him in one of his famous poses and is encircled
by inscriptions of several of his well-known catchphrases
and the names of dozens of stars who appeared on the
Morecambe and Wise show. Do visit the iconic statue
while enjoying the impressive backdrop of the surrounding
bay and Lake District hills. At night the statue lights up –
just as the comic duo lightened up their audiences for so
many years.
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Thursday 10th March
Tai Chi, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 9.30 a.m.
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Dance Moves with Chris, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
10.15 a.m. (£5.00 weekly)
Pebbles Dementia Café, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
10.30 a.m. (2nd & 4th Thurs)
Art Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Fitness, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 11th March
Pilates, Dymchurch Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Brookland Meeting Point, Village Hall, 1.30 p.m.
(4th Fri of month)

Saturday 12th March
Sight Savers Coffee Morning, St. Mary’s Bay Church
Hall, 10 a.m.

Sunday 13th March
Greatstone Sound Mirrors Open Day, 11 a.m.
(Contact RSPB)

Monday 14th March
Sunflower Memory Café, Old School, New Romney,
10 a.m. (2nd & 4th Mon)
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,
10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
New Romney History Society AGM, Old School,
7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 15th March
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall, 10 a.m.
(1st & 3rd Tues)
Walking Group, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
10 a.m.
Pilates, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Yoga, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 16th March
Drop-in Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church, Greatstone,
9 a.m. - 10.30 a.m.
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Seated Exercise, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
11 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Busy Hands Craft Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 2 p.m. (1st & 3rdWed)
Pilates, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 3 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.
Friends of Lydd, Hardy Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Thursday 17th March
Tai Chi, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 9.30 a.m.
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.

Dance Moves with Chris, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
10.15 a.m. (£5.00 weekly)
Art Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Fitness, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 4 p.m.
Dymchurch Heritage Group, Methodist Church,
7.30 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 18th March
Pilates, Dymchurch Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Bridge (New Romney) Meeting Point, Unit 12,
Mountfield Road, 10 a.m. (1st & 3rd Fri)

Saturday 19th March
Book Sale, St. Nicholas Church, New Romney, 10 a.m.
Village Brunch, Ivychurch Village Hall, 10.30 a.m. –
12.30 p.m.
Fund Raising Soup Lunch and much more,
St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 12 noon – 2 p.m. (£5)
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Email: info@thelooker.co.ukYOUR LETTERS
Dear Editor,
Wow! What a really marvellous letter,
in issue 294, submitted by Ken
Pedrick.

Ken obviously put time and effort into
his letter. I cannot fault it and I support
all that Ken said. I could have added a
few more words, but why add
anything to the letter at all. Wokeism
is not only taking hold in the UK but
sadly, world wide.
Well done and well said Ken.

Cllr Terry Mullard.

Dear Looker,
Thank you for once again producing a
superb newspaper. I was intrigued to
read the superb suggestion about
making the car park at Dymchurch
multi story. This would hopefully help
with the illegal parking, which is now
an annual thing as soon as the sun

comes out. I am sure that although it
would be very expensive to build, it
would recoup the money within a
year.
Lets hope it gets the go ahead!

Kirsty Davis (Dymchurch).

Dear Looker,
What a shock! I nearly had to go to
bed with a hot water bottle for a while!
My wife said to me, 'This George
Trelore talks a lot of sense.'
I FROZE, there hadn't been a star in
the east, I hadn't heard of a meteor
strike and there followed a frantic
scramble by yours truly to see 'The
Looker 294' for myself. But there it
was; self- explanatory... a totally
different George Trelore - it must have
been - talking absolute sense and to
whose wise words I would also like to
add the following. The imposition of
compulsory number plates or

registration and insurance (especially
of a green behemoth and a certain
penny farthing, Jeremy Vine!): these
vehicles pose a 'real and present'
threat and use the same lumps of
asphalt as cars, lorries and buses; as
such they should be subject to exactly
the same constraints.

They then could at least, feel
somewhat justified in their rudeness,
lack of consideration, belligerence
and downright bad manners.

My acronym for them is 'CAMILs',
(MAMILs is no longer gender-neutral)
I will not say the first but the last two
words are 'in Lycra', feel free to
extemporise!

By the way, well-said the other -
sensible - Trelore!

Yours Ken Pedrick.

58 High St, Hythe CT21 5AT
Tel: 01797 364837

Webuy& sell
All model railway locomotives
Rolling stock and buildings

We also have a large stock ofmodel cars and buses
We can service yourmodels too!

We always stock track points and accessories
Hundreds of ‘pre loved’models

At affordable prices

Call in and say hello

LTC George Blicke
Champion De
Crespigny: TheMad
Minute
Researched and written by Karl Neve,
introduction by C. Moody.

Hythe School of Musketry was
mentioned by Rob on his History ‘Walk
and Talk,’ around the Cheriton Road
Cemetery, when we stopped at George
de Crespigny’s memorial. He was
Paymaster at the barracks there in
1871.

The school taught skills in firearms and
musketry to officers, who then returned
and trained their men. The school's
success coined the phrase "the mad
minute," the ability of soldiers to fire
their rifles 15-20 times in 60 seconds.
The site is now occupied by a
supermarket. This inspired Karl, one of
our experienced researchers, who then
discovered much more about George:

His family, of Huguenot descent, can be
traced back to the 13th Century in
Normandy. Marguerite Champion, nee
Richard, the wife of Richard Champion
(1597-c1667) inherited property at
Crespigny when her father died in 1624.

From that time the family name became
Champion De Crespigny. Richard &
Marguerite's son, Claude, left France for
England in 1685. Philip Champion de
Crespigny was the grandson of Claude
& the first generation born in London,
1704. His son, also Philip, was The
King's Proctor (1768-1784) He was
elected as an MP for Sudbury in 1774.
Philip's son, Charles Fox Champion De
Crespigny (1785-1875) attended
Cambridge University at the age of 18
(1803) & became a JP for Suffolk.
Charles married Eliza Julia Trent in
1813. They had their first child, Charles
James, in 1814 in Suffolk. Their other
children were: George 1815, born and
baptised in Antwerp, Philip Robert 1817,
Julia Eliza 1819 & Eliza Constantia
Frances 1825, all born in France.

George Blicke attended Cambridge
University. He entered Trinity Hall in
1832, aged 17 & Lincolns Inn in 1833.
He enlisted on the 29th January 1836 in
the 20th Foot Lancashire Fusiliers, as
an Ensign. On the 28th June 1838 the
regiment performed public duties at
Westminster for the coronation of

Queen Victoria. Also that month, their
Colours were presented at the Tower of
London by the Duke of Wellington.
In June 1840 the regiment was in
Ireland, by September 1841 in Bermuda
and in April 1847, Nova Scotia. Captain
George Blicke married Elizabeth Jane
Buchanan in Christchurch Cathedral,
Montreal, Canada on 11th June 1851.
Their first child, Julia Constantia, was
born in 1852 at Uxbridge, but the
regiment didn't return to England until
June 1853. So it's possible he was still
in Canada when his daughter was born.
A second daughter, Georgina Elizabeth,
was born in Hythe in 1856 & a son,
George Harrison, in Folkestone in 1863.
The census for 1861 shows the family
living at West Cliff Terrace, Folkestone.
George is now a Lieutenant Colonel in
the army. 1871 shows the family at 111
Sandgate Road. George, now Colonel,
is also Paymaster at the School of
Musketry in Hythe. 4 servants are
employed, including a 13 year old
housemaid. From about 1881 the family
are living at 19 Bouverie Square, where
they will stay until George's death on
the 30th June 1893. By 1891, George
had retired from the army, but had
become a JP.

Probate 25th May 1900 to son, George
Harrison Champion Holden De
Crespigny, Captain Auxiliary Services,
effects £25.00. Buried 4th July 1893
(www.fofc.uk)



At The Movies
With Vince Shell
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The Duke - Cert 12A
On general release
If I tell you this is a heist movie
based on a true story, it may
conjure images of George
Clooney and Co breaking into
a Vegas casino, but this 'crook'
is an elderly taxi-driver with a
heart of gold, a sharp tongue
and aGoya painting of the
Duke ofWellington in the back
bedroom.

The Duke is a heart-warming
Ealing-esque comedy that will
leave you cheering for unlikely
hero andmodern-day Robin
Hood the wonderfully named
Kempton Bunton (Jim
Broadbent) Using a 60's jazz
soundtrack and split screens and old footage Director, the late,
Roger Michell, perfectly captures themood of the times.

Jim Broadbent is superb as Bunton the elderly man fighting for
free TV licences for the elderly and war veterans.While most
heroes comewearing capes this hero comes bearing tea,
biscuits, a pipe and a selfless attitude. HelenMirren is cast as his
despairing wife Dorothy who never gives up on her husband.
Despite her obvious talents Mirren definitely plays second fiddle
to Broadbent.

The Duke definitely ticks all the boxes and is the type of feelgood
film that we need in these times.

Ali &Ava - Cert 15
on general release
Ali &Ava is an unsettling film in that you never knowwhat to
expect next as you are initially drawn into an endearing love story
only to be led down a dark path.

Ali &Ava are two lonely people.Ali lives with but apart from his
wife in a brokenmarriage while keeping up the pretence for the
sake of his family.Ava is a dotingmother and grandmother. Both,
it appears, find solace in music,Ava country and folk andAli in
dancemusic.Achancemeeting throws the pair together and
ignites a relationship that flourishes until their pasts threaten to rip
them apart.

Ali &Ava at times plays out
like an episode of
Shameless, as the broken
community houses poverty,
parties, hatred and
occasionally love.While the
story, at times appears overly
depressing, with dimly lit
scenes adding to themood,
at the heart of the plot lies a
beautiful relationship.

The performances ofAli
(AdeelAkhtar) andAva
(Claire Rushbrook) are worth
the admission fee only. They
come across as selfless and
genuine characters who we
genuinely care about. IsAli &Ava a love story or social
commentary either way it is a thoroughly compelling watch.

Dog - Cert 12A
On general release
Some films demand no
more than your
attention and Dog is
one of those. The plot
follows USArmy
Ranger Jackson Briggs
(Channing Tatum) who
is tasked with bringing
feral military dog Lulu to
her handler's funeral.
Dog plays out like a
roadmovie but the two
protagonists, while both
ex-vets with PTSD and
other injuries,
immediately take a
disliking to each other
as they begin their
journey.

Yes, Dog plays on the
sentimental card but it also hasmany other levels to it. The
relationship between the pair is genuinely touching as they find
comfort in each others company while they both continue to fight
their personal demons and trauma.

Dog is an enjoyable and fun watch and while you can guess the
ending it is still worth a trip to the cinema.

ONCE UPON A TIME....

.....there was a camper who, in a wave of
nostalgia, decided to walk the South Downs Way,
a six-day, 90-mile hike from Eastbourne in
Sussex to Winchester in Hampshire. The
nostalgia arose from the occasional family day
out to the Downs many years before.

So this guy set off, toting his 35-pound rucksack,
having arranged to meet a cousin, whom he had
not seen for a few years, in a pub a few days later
in a particular village. On the appointed day, he
aimed for said village, nestling at the foot of the
Downs, to find a farm to pitch his tent for night.
After scouting around for quite a while, he could
not find a farm or anywhere suitable for the pitch,
so, having passed a farm up on the Downs, he
trudged back up the hill in the expectation of
being able to camp there. No such luck. "Not
allowed. Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, etc"
was the farmer's response.

Ah well, it's back down to the village, decided the
camper, and try knocking on a few doors in case
any resident had any ideas. As luck would have it,
the first enquiry came up trumps. "Of course you
can. Use our paddock at the back. There are two
horses and a donkey, but they will be no trouble."

The camper went through the gate in the back
garden fence and began to erect his tent. Having
put up the outer, a low, brown structure, he
crawled inside to hang the inner portion,
whereupon he heard a scraping sound on the
outer covering. Investigation revealed the donkey
expressing very obvious physical interest in this
new, brown addition to his domain. Was it
thinking, perhaps, that his prayers for a female
partner had been answered? The camper was not
prepared to find out by way of the creature
possibly trampling all over the tent in its
excitement.

The upshot was that, with the assent of the
amused lady of the house, the tent was moved
into the garden, just inside the fence, beyond
which a frustrated donkey continued to show his
desire for some time.

And all because the camper had arranged to be
in a particular village on a particular day to meet
someone in a particular pub where the two of
them enjoyed a couple of particularly tasty beers
and a bite to eat.

Trevor Maynard

New Romney

Readers short Stories

Coastal Training
Vessels Deployed
News of the step up in coastal waters has come to
The Looker. Over the past two weeks it is thought
that over 300 migrants have been picked up whilst
crossing the Channel.

The Looker was sent these pictures from Nige of
Dover Strait Shipping showing part of the fleet
designated to Channel patrols. Currently at rest in Ramsgate - P2000 class

Coastal Training Vessels alongside and viewed to
advantage by Mark Stanford.

Smiter (P272), Puncher (P291), Blazer (P279) and
Example (P165). These vessels have been
deployed for additional duties in the English
Channel, as the Royal Navy beefs up security in
the Straits, as the ongoing migrancy situation
continues. More usually, these vessels support the
University Royal Naval Units (URNU) and also
operate in conjunction with wider fleet activities.
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Covid. With the relaxation of all Covid rules,
churches are free to use any measures they think
fit for the safety of all the congregation. Especially
as many of the congregations are elderly. So check
with your own church, about their individual
arrangements.

Food Bank. This has re-opened to give out food
personally and the delivery service is not longer
necessary. The bank at the Romney Marsh
Community Church is open from 4pm-5.30pm on
Tuesdays. If you have simply no money for food,
the bank can give you enough food for 3 days,
tailored to the needs of your family. It is also open
to individuals and couples, not just people with
children. You need a voucher, so if you ring the
church office during the morning on 01797 366855,
and explain your needs, you can obtain a voucher.

For the Lydd food bank, please ring Rev Chris on
01797 329345 to find out latest details.

All supermarkets and many churches, collect for
the food bank, and any unopened, well in date food
and toiletries are welcome, but at present, they
have plenty of tinned soup, baked beans, pasta,
rice, vegs and pulses, and do not need them.

Lenten bible studies. There will be two bible
studies in the benefice. The first on Wednesdays
mornings at 10.30am in St Mary’s Bay Church Hall
starting on March 2nd, and the second on
Thursday evenings at 7pm in the Assembly
Rooms, New Romney, starting on March 3rd. If
interested, ring 01797 335003. “The Joy of the
Gospel” a 6 week course.

Brookland. St Augustine.

There is a community cupboard in the church,
which is open during the day, and free to anyone
who feels they are struggling to buy food. It is
supplied by volunteers, and an initiative of the C/E
Primary School in Brookland, as part of their
community efforts to help people not so fortunate.
It is a school project for a year, but it I hoped it will
become a permanent feature, to serve the
community. There is also a bookshop, selling
books, funds for the church. It is on a donation
basis.

The next service will be on Sunday, March 13th
and will an Evensong at 6.30pm. On Wednesday,
March 16th, there will be a communion at 6.30pm.

Burmarsh. All Saints.

Plans are well under way, for the big Annual Plants,

Pimms and Ploughman’s on 3rd or 4th Sunday in
May. Some things have changed and suppliers are
no longer trading, but they are hoping to have a
large number of plants for sale. All plants will be
welcome, from green fingered friends, and hoping
the frosts keep away, many were spoilt last year
with late frosts!

Dymchurch. St Peter and Paul.

The church is in need of an organist, so if you, or
anyone you know would be able to help, please get
in touch with any member of the PCC or Rev Chris
Hodgkins on 01797 335003.

There is a bible study, on Thursday afternoons
starting at 1pm, in the church. There will be time of
study and fellowship. Please note the change of
day and time.

Refreshments are being served on Sundays and
any volunteers will be very welcome. Many thanks
to those who have already put their names down.
Everything is provided, you only have to bring
some fresh milk.

Greatstone. St Peter’s.

Every Wednesday, morning there is a drop- in at
the church hall. All ages welcome, for coffee and
chat and there are toddler toys if any parents or
carers of preschool children wished to come. The
church hall is open from 8.30-10.30am.

There are many other activities throughout the
week, in this new facility including the Pebbles
dementia café, and craft groups.

On Saturday, March 12th there will be a Spring
Coffee morning, with usual variety of stalls, from
10am-12md. Cakes, books, refreshments, tombola
etc. All welcome, proceeds to church funds.

Ivychurch, St George.

On Saturday, March 19th in the village Hall, there
will be a village brunch, book the date. (Cancelled
from January 15th) Bacon butties, croissants,
orange juice, football table, and lots of information
about village events. There will be information
about the proposed Community Woodland. Ring
Margaret on 01797 344283. Plans are also taking
shape for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebration
in June.

The Ivychurch Croquet club is doing well, and all

things being equal, the season will begin on
Monday, April 4th. They meet on Mondays and
Wednesdays, from 10.30am throughout the
season. If you would like to join, or know more,
ring Andrew on 01797 362097.

Lydd, All Saints.

Regular services are continuing at 10.30am on
Sundays. Many events connected with the
church, take place in the Hardy Hall on Skinner
road, So see notices for all the events.

Bell ringing practices take place on Mondays,
and new or returned ringers are always welcome.
If you would like to know more ring Margaret on
01797 367606.

Newchurch. St Peter and Paul.

The next fundraiser, a coffee morning and
market, will be on Saturday, April 2nd from
10.30am-12.30pm.

Romney Marsh Community Church, North
Street, New Romney.

Worship has continued on Sunday mornings at
10.30am. Children’s teaching and craft during the
service takes place, for all ages, and all are
welcome to the services, with a combination of
old and new Christian music.

The prayer meetings and home groups have also
started again, and the Thursday morning toddler
group. If interested, come along on a Thursday,
meet the team and the people who come. It
meets from 9-11am. The church on North Street
is also the venue for the food bank, see top of
article for more details.

Snargate, St Dunstan’s.

The next service will be on Sunday, March 13th,
and will be at 9am, and a communion service.
Now that restrictions are being lifted, the PCC
are hoping to organise some concerts this
coming summer. St Dunstans has a heritage of
some amazing concerts, which raise money for
this beautiful small church, and bring a lot of
enjoyment.

St Mary’s Bay. All Saints.

Coming fund raisers. Saturday, March 12th.
Sightsavers coffee morning. 10am onwards.

Saturday, March 19th, Soup lunch. Saturday, March
26th, Quiz. More details later.

Church Chuckle.

A Canadian bishop was on holiday, and visited a
church in the Rockies, in mufti. The bishop sat
down, to enjoy the service. In fact, the presiding
clergy did not turn up, and the church officer, who
recognised the bishop, sidled up to him, and asked
him if he could step into the breach. The bishop
said yes, but not to tell the congregation, just to say
he was a regular churchgoer on holiday. The
service was inspirational, and as he was shaking
hands with the congregation at the door, one lady
said to him, “Have you thought about going into
ministry? You were very good”. Did she notice his
wry smile?

Wit and Wisdom.

Trendy old person tip. When you can’t read the
labels on food, take a photo with your phone, and
then enlarge it. Works a treat!
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ROOFING & BUILDING

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING RENEWALS & REPAIRS
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Lead Work Chimney Repointing Moss Removal
Guttering Fascias & Soffits uPVC Cladding

PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK
Free Quotations Reliable Local Service Fully Insured

Email: tommy_smith73@yahoo.com
Tel: 07512 697872 or 01233 640620


